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By Diane Herak
 “The proud past and heritage of the city of Westlake is a result of hard work and 
determined effort,” Mayor Dennis Clough stated and goes on to say, “although we 
have had technological changes, land changes and structural changes, the character 
of the city remains strong because we are blessed with people who made a difference 
and that is now what we are privileged to enjoy from this great city.”
 It has been a fun year, this bicentennial celebration, and there are so many more 
events to enjoy. This Sat., Oct. 15, the Westlake Recreation Center will host a Fall Fes-
tival, followed on Sunday with a Westlake Bicentennial Concert at St. Ladislas Church.
 Many changes are due with the Westlake City School District as Phase I of the 
Master Facilities Plan is now under way. There is a three-year construction project 
that will result in a new middle school, a new high school and a renovated intermedi-
ate school. Details of the plan can be found of the Westlake City Schools website.

 The city’s planning com-
mission has over 4,000 bricks 
that were salvaged from the 
tearing down of the red brick 
building and will be used to 
construct a walk-way from the 
Clague Museum to the Clague 
Park Monument. This will be 
known as The Founders Walk 
Dedication. Both the Westlake 
Historical Society and Kiwanis 
sold over 300 of the bricks 
with engraved names and in-
formation, of the purchasers on the 
bricks. Sept. 30 was the deadline to 
obtain a brick. The dedication for 
this Founders’ Walk and Bell Ring-
ing Event will take place on Oct. 22.
 Prior to the Council meet-
ing, on Nov. 3, there will be a Com-
memorative Plaque Unveiling of the 
Government Officials of Dover-
Westlake 1811-2011.
 Nov. 9 is scheduled for the 
judging of the Beard Growing Con-
test. The contestants began the 

“We are Blessed With People Who Made A Difference”
A View of Westlake…From the Office of The Mayor

Leonard Porter portrayed by Mel Maurer
The real Leonard Porter

photo courtesy: Westlake Porter Public Library
http://history.westlakelibrary.org/u?/Faces,60

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough

“growing of the face hair” on July 18. Six women have been selected to judge this compe-
tition which has 5 categories, best, worst, longest, shortest and most innovative. Checking 
out the mayor’s growth, one would find it neatly manicured, interesting with a pattern of 
variegated shades. This, truly is a very good beard.
 Nov. 12 will be Mayor Clough’s Culinary Bicentennial Ball, 6 p.m. at LaCentre. This 
annual affair normally is held in the Spring, however, it was agreed that this year it would 
near the actual 200th birthday of Westlake, which officially is Nov. 14. On that date, a 
Time Capsule will find its resting place at Evergreen Cemetery, “hopefully they will find 
the location of the one buried 25 years ago,” Mayor Clough says, smiling. The last event 
for this 200th birthday of the City Of Westlake will be held on Nov. 19, the Dedication of 
Westlake Bicentennial Clock at City Hall.
 Additional information of upcoming bicentennial events can be found on the 
Westlake website, www.cityofwestlake.org/bicentennial.

By Diane Herak
 In celebration of Westlake’s 200 years, the history behind this city 
should not be forgotten, but passed down to the families who enjoy this 
beautiful area.
 Westlake, at one time was a part of the state of Connecticut. In 

Happy Birthday, Westlake
1811 – 2011

A Bicentennial Celebration

1795, 60 investors purchased the Western Reserve from the state of 
Connecticut. A lottery was held for the distribution of the land, and 
two of the men, Nehemiah Hubbard and Joshua Stow drew the slip of 
paper that would give them the rights of land that would be known as 
Dover Township.
 Dating back to Oct. 10, 1810, The first settlers of Dover Town-
ship who were non-native Americans, were the Porter and Cahoon 
families. They settled along Lake Erie in Dover Township. For this 
reason, Bay Village celebrated its’ bicentennial in 2010. The Porter 
family household included Mrs. Porter’s 17 year old nephew, Leverett 

continued on page 2



 A truly historic trail will be unveiled at the Westlake Bicentennial Founders Walk to 
be dedicated at Clague Park Oct. 22.
 Bricks for the walk may look fa-
miliar to long-time Westlakers: they 
are the remains of the historic Red 
Brick School on Dover Center Road 
that was torn down last spring to make 
way for a new middle school.
 Community members and resi-
dents were invited to “Leave Your Mark” 
by purchasing one of these commemo-
rative bricks that will be engraved and 
set into place.
 Over 265 bricks were purchased, 
some by families in memory of depart-
ed loved one. Others by business and community organizations.
 A highlight of the Founders Walk will be 25 stone insets engraved and dedicated to 
founding fathers and their families. Historical data, like their date of arrival, place of origin 
and any special recognitions will be included.
 A bell-ringing ceremony will dramatize the dedication. 200 bell-ringers will be on 
hand to ring a bell for each year of Westlake’s Bicentennial hallmark! An old Dover Fire 
Truck Bell will also be there to toll 200 times in honor of the bicentennial. Other sig-
nificant bell-ringers will also be on hand. This event will take place near the Clague Park 
statue (across from the Clague House) at noon.
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Johnson, who began clearing land in the area of Columbia and Center 
Ridge in 1810. 
 Dover Township, in Nov. 14, 1811, included what is presently known 
as Westlake, Bay Village, and a part of North Olmsted. Taxes and 
representation split the remaining part of Dover Township and Bay 
Village. After the Nickel Plate railroad came through in 1881, the 
wealthier residents divided off the northern portion, taking the rail-
road and the taxes it paid with them.
 The first settler in Westlake was the Porter’s nephew, Leverett 
Johnson. Born in Connecticut, he was the first to clear and claim land 
in 1811. Three years later he built a log home at Porter and Center
 Ridge for Abigail Cahoon, his bride The couple raised 9 children on 

Happy Birthday, Westlake
1811 – 2011

A Bicentennial Celebration
continued from page 1

this land then in later years, donated some of it for the Evergreen 
Cemetery.
 Johnson was a very busy man in the community. He was the Jus-
tice of the Peace, a trustee of the township, County Commissioner, 
and for 5 terms, Ohio State Legislature.
 The Johnsons are buried in the Evergreen Cemetery.
 On the corner of Glenmore Rd, Abner and Rebecca Smith settled 
where the “1820” house was built. The Smith house was constructed 
from stone quarried in Westlake.
 The Dover Blast Furnace, considered heavy industry, was built 
between 1830-1835, before zoning was in place. This was a 24/7 op-
eration, the first of its kind in Westlake, however, church goers were 
highly irritated on Sundays.
 In 1909, the village of Dover became the Village of Westlake. By 
1959, it had become a city.
 Many feel that the success of this city is due to the leadership 
of Westlake. This administration is known to stick to the plan, resulting in 
controlled and balanced growth. Along with not taking the easy way out, 
and maintaining a visionary future.

 “Cooking with Memories” cookbook, a Westlake Bicentennial production (cost is 
$14), is available at Westlake City Hall, Westlake Community Services Center and will be 
featured at the Westlake Junior Women’s Club Basket of Treasures on Nov 12.
 This great cookbook highlights recipes that have connections to great times and 
places you may remember from Westlake’s past. Did your mom make a great pie for that 
family reunion at Clague Park? 
Were there holiday recipes from 
your grandma who came to vis-
it when Westlake was way out 
in the country?
 The Westlake Community 
Services Department has col-
lected heritage recipes in this 
keepsake compendium of culi-
nary culture - most with a his-
tory and many with pictures, for 
both your reading and cooking 
pleasures.
 Contact the Community 
Services Department at 440-
899-3544 with questions.

Melanie Crandall offers commemorate Westlake Bicentennial t-shirts and cookbooks at Farm Days 
hosted last weekend at Crocker Park. T-shirts and cookbooks are available at Westlake City Hall.

Westlake’s Bicentennial Cookbook is a great value at $14, filled 
with local recipe favorites including some from city official family 
archives that date back over 100 years!

“Cooking With Memories”
A Westlake Bicentennial Keepsake

A Historic Trail…
The Westlake Founders Walk Dedication

The Red Brick School Building, 1975-76
photo courtesy: Westlake Porter Public Library
http://history.westlakelibrary.org/u?/School,4
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OUR PATIENTS TELL US, “IT ’S DIFFERENT HERE.” 
Not just because of the quality clinical care they receive at St. John Medical Center, 
but also because of the compassionate, personal care they experience while they’re 
here. Our success in delivering this high level of personal attention to every patient, 
family member and visitor is due to one thing:

The exceptional character of our people.  

The faces behind the care – hundreds of them, like those you see above – are our 
most valuable asset. On every floor, in every department, great people are doing 
great things here every day. They work to set St. John Medical Center apart, with a 
loyalty and commitment to our faith-based mission of compassionate care that is 
unparalleled in our hospital’s three-decade history. The result is a positive, healing 
difference for our patients, our community … and for you, whenever you need it.

Our people make our legacy of compassion live. 

Pictured, left-right:

Betty Bennett 
Volunteer

David Simkanin
Compliance Officer /  
Director of Medical 
Records

Gary Styles 
Maintenance Services

Carol McGuire
Nutritional Services 

Donna Rivas
Environmental Services

Vince Thompson, 
rn
Emergency Department 
Nurse

Debora Light,  
ms rt(r) 
Director of 
Cardiovascular Services

0006
Celebrating 30 years  
of compassionate care  
in our community. 0006

877-597-6348
29000 Center Ridge Road in Westlake
www.stjohnmedicalcenter.net

MeeT ouR faCeS of CoMpaSSion …

o u r  l e g a c y  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  l i v e s .
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 Come one, come all to Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough’s Culinary Bicentennial 
Ball to be held Nov. 12 at LaCentre.
 “The Culinary Bicentennial Ball is an opportunity for everyone to join us for 
great food, great entertainment and great people. I encourage everyone to attend this 
very special bicentennial event,” said Mayor Clough.
 The Ball will include 20 glorious food stations featuring the best from nearly 
two-dozen of the area’s finest restaurants. Dancing, entertainment and silent auction 

Come One, Come All....
Mayor Clough’s Culinary Bicentennial Ball Nov. 12

will add to the fun. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres kick things off at 6 p.m. with dinner 
stations opening at 7:30 p.m.
 Proceeds from the event will benefit the Westlake Bicentennial Dedication, which 
includes the timeless gift of a bicentennial street clock to be installed near City Hall. 
The dedication for this traditional civic landmark will take place Nov. 19. The street 
clock will capture the essence of Westlake’s proud 200 year tradition – a tradition which 
will continue into the future thanks the continuing commitment to community excel-

lence of the city’s residents.
 Mayor Clough normally hosts his 
annual Ball in the spring, but decided 
to host the gala to be near the actual 
birthday of the City of Westlake, offi-
cially Nov. 14.
 Please view the invitation on this 
page for details. Or call (440) 871-3300 
for information.

The Mr. and Mrs. Westlake Award 
is given each year to honor the 

outstanding service to the youth 
and citizens of Westlake. Nomina-

tions should be made in writing and 
include a brief biographical outline 
of the nominees. Please include the 

activities and organizations in which 
they have been actively involved. 
Nominations must be received by 

November 7, 2011. Mail nominations 
to: Westlake Town Criers, P.O. Box 

45224, Westlake, Ohio 44145.

Mr. & Mrs. 
Westlake 
Wanted!

Going  Green!
Show your support for the West-

lake Bicentennial! All residents 
and businesses are encouraged to 

display a green bow on the outside 
of their mailbox beginning Sep-
tember 1, in recognition of West-
lake’s 200th birthday! Feel free to 
be creative! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the Westlake 
Historical Society at 440-721-1201 
or www.westlakeohiohistory.org.

There is still time to Commemo-
rate Westlake’s 200th birthday 
by purchasing a bicentennial 

t-shirt! You can purchase a shirt 
in sizes small to XX large for just 

$12. Shirts may be purchased 
at Westlake City Hall, Westlake 

Recreation Center, and Westlake 
Center for Community Services 
and Meadowood Golf Course.

T-Shirts 
Still

Available
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25200 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145       440 333 2222 www.premierphysicians.net

Congratulations to the city of 

WESTLAKE 
on the celebration of its bicentennial!

Premier Physicians Centers is proud to be a 
corporate citizen and partner dedicated to improving 

the health of the community that we call home.

Premier Physicians Centers is the largest multi-specialty group practice in Northeast Ohio  

encompassing family and internal medicine, 25 medical and surgical specialties with a  

comprehensive diagnostic center conveniently located here in Westlake.

 “I thought y’all might like to see my Bicentennial Pumpkin - Leonard 
Porter reading a book on my front porch.
 “Leonard will be appearing in a meet and greet at the St. Lad’s Bicenten-
nial Concert at 4 on Sun., Oct. 16, and he will also be giving a talk on the 
early settlers of Westlake at the Community Center on Nov. 14 at 10:30.
 “It’s been a great year.”

- Mel Maurer

Bicentennial Pumpkin

Westlake was once part of Connecticut
 A syndicate of 60 investors purchased the Western Re-
serve from the state of Connecticut in 1795. The land was 
distributed to the investors by a lottery. In 1807 Nehemiah 
Hubbard and Joshua Stow drew the slip of paper for land that 
would later become Dover Township.

Westlake’s Birthday is Nov. 14
 On November 14, 1811 areas which includes present day 
Westlake, Bay Village, and part of North Olmsted, were incor-

porated as Dover 
Township.

First Settlers
 On Oct. 10, 1810 the first non Native-
Americans, the Porter and Cahoon fami-
lies settled in Dover Twp. along Lake Erie. 
This northern area of Dover Township 
later became Bay Village. This is why Bay 
observed its bicentennial in 2010.

The First Westlake
 The Porter household included Mrs. Porter’s 17 
year old nephew Leverett Johnson. Leverett Johnson 
began clearing land in the vicinity of Columbia and 
Center Ridge roads in 1810. In 1812, Leverett Johnson 
built a crude shelter and, in 1814, a log cabin on land 
at Porter and Center Ridge roads, part of the land later 
donated for Evergreen Cemetery.

Westlake Facts:
Things to Know About Your Town!

Nehemiah Hubbard

continued on page 7
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By Diane Herak
 Phyllis Spooner Dunn, a Rocky River resident since 
1946, has family ties and very fond memories of a West-
lake restaurant on Cahoon Rd.
 White Oaks was an establishment that her par-
ents founded in 1927. It began with a small shed where 
friendly card games were played. Alcohol was brought 
into the area and the restaurant was started. With each 
passing year, improvements and expansions were made, 
and the result is what can be seen today.
 It was known as a Speak-Easy, until 1933 when alco-
hol became legal. Michael Spooner and his wife Venezia 
put many hours into running the restaurant. She did the 
cooking, and with her husband’s guidance, White Oaks 
grew into an amazing, successful, and well-respected 
restaurant, with a strict dress code.
 A few of the celebrities that patronized this fine dining 
establishment were, John Wayne, Debbie Reynolds, Bob 
Hope, and several of The Three Stooges. In the 40’s, there 
was often a small combo entertaining the dinner guests.
 Spooner’s first attempt in the restaurant business was 
in Rocky River. He opened a luncheonette across from 
The Westlake Hotel, next to the old National City Bank. 
Michael was of Greek decent, and Venezia was Italian.
 They made their home on Dover Road, and later on 
First Street, in Westlake. Their family consisted of two sons 
and a daughter, Phyllis. Although very young, she remem-
bers many happy times in and around the restaurant.
 She says, “Below the restaurant was a creek. We 
used to ice skate on it during the winter months. Also, 
there was a basketball court that Dad and the boys put 
together,” she smiles and remembers, “the cement was 
painted a pink color.” Sled riding down the hills was a 
winter sport that the children also looked forward to.
 One of the brothers, Ramon, was a 1st lieutenant in 
the 8th Air Force, Lead Navigation. He was shot down over 
Germany, during World War II, at 20 years of age. Losing a 
son was very hard on the Spooners, but they kept the res-

White Oaks…A Trip Down Memory Lane

Michael Spooner, Founder of White OaksVenezia Spooner

taurant until Michael passed away in 1958. Byron, the second son ran the business for 16 years, then sold it in the mid 70’s. 
He went into the funeral business and is presently the director of the Zeis McGreevey Funeral Home in Lakewood.
 Byron says, “The front of the restaurant was beautifully lined with white oak trees, a perfect name for the establishment.”
 Phyllis remembers her life at the Dover School, Elementary, through High School. While a student, she was a cheer-
leader and voted the most popular girl with the best personality. She recalls, “we would all walk across the driveway to the 
High School for lunch, then, after graduation from Dover, I did not want to leave 
home to further my education, because home life was very happy, and our parents 
were absolutely wonderful.”
 She decided to get a job and began working at NEA, Newspaper Enterprise As-
sociation, where she met Joe Dunn, her future husband. 
He was discharged from the Army and ran the Cleveland 
Bureau of Acme News Pictures. Dunn became the East-
ern manager of United Press International, responsible for 
news and photos for 8 states. Phyllis was very active as a 
physical fitness instructor, and was the first to teach exercise 
classes at the Executive Club in Rocky River. For years, she 
was involved with night classes at various schools and other 
locations. The Dunns raised a daughter and a son, both who 
now live near their Mother in Rocky River. 
 Phyllis can be seen most every day, driving her red 
Sebring convertible. Her daily stop is at Somer’s Place 
Restaurant at W. 150th for breakfast, where she visits 
with many of the customers who enjoy talking to her.
 This year of 2011, our Bicentennial celebration can-
not be complete without hearing about so many special 
and hard working citizens of Westlake. The Spooner 
family and White Oaks is an example of the growth and 
history of this great city.

 Set your watches for Nov. 19 
at Westlake City Hall. That is the 
day the City will dedicate a com-
memorative clock at City Hall in 
observance of the community bi-
centennial.
 Proceeds for this nostalgic, tra-
ditional civic centerpiece are be-
ing raised through donations. 
About $45,000 is expected to 
get the clock started. The 
city arrived at the idea of 
a commemorative clock 
as more appropriate for 
a time-oriented bicenten-
nial observance than the first-considered 
piece of community art. Many local civic organiza-
tions have already contributed to this project, and one 
anonymous donor has reportedly pledged $10,000. All 
are invited to the dedication of this installation of a 
Westlake civic centerpiece on Nov. 19.
 If you or your organization wish to be part of this 
Westlake historical project, please call the mayor’s office 
at (440) 871-3300.

 If you are itching to know who will win the Westlake Bicentennial Beard Growing 
Contest, judging for this hair-raising event will take place at Westlake City Hall on Nov. 
9 at 6 p.m.
 The city’s beard growing contest has been officially underway and will continue 
through November 9, but there is still time to sign up so contact City Hall at 440-871-
3300 to join in on this friendly competition. At the end of the designated growing 
period, competitor’s beards will be judged according to various categories including 
best beard, worst beard, longest beard and most innovative beard. One contestant 
has reported that his beard makes him look taller!

The Hands of Time...
Westlake Winds Up 
Bicentennial Clock

Beard Growing Contest

 As part of the Westlake Bicentennial year 
of 2011, a Time Capsule will be buried at Ever-
green Cemetery.
 The Time Capsule Closing will take place at 
City Hall prior to the Nov. 17 Council meeting 
at 6 p.m.
 The Time Capsule will come in two stages – 

Countdown to Inner Space...
Westlake to Launch Time Capsule

one to be opened in 100 years, and the other to 
be opened in 25 years. Contents will include his-
torically relevant civic and community material, 
information and artifacts, all specific to Westlake 
and its history leading up to this year’s bicenten-
nial celebration. The capsule will be buried near 
the flag pole at Evergreen Cemetery.
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A Belvedere of Westlake resident and  
Westlake resident/actor Mel Maurer

© Rae-Ann

Rae-Ann:
Celebrating Westlake’s Past,

Embracing Its Future
Westlake founding father Leonard  

Porter made an excellent choice in  

choosing where to settle 200 years ago.  

If he could visit Westlake today, we think 

he’d be proud of the City and its residents … 

and that he’d have good things to say about Rae-Ann, too.   

Our award-winning, family-owned facilities – The Belvedere  

of Westlake, Rae-Ann Westlake, and Rae-Ann Suburban – have 

delivered expert, compassionate care, in beautiful surroundings,  

to generations of Westlake families.

Discover why Rae-Ann is Westlake’s first choice for  

assisted living and skilled nursing and rehabilitation. 

Visit rae-ann.net or call (440) 835-3004

TM

Rae-Ann Westlake   
Skilled Nursing & 

Stroke Rehabilitation
28303 Detroit Rd., Westlake 

Rae-Ann Suburban          
Orthopedic Rehabilitation 

& Wound Care 
29505 Detroit Rd., Westlake

The Belvedere of Westlake  
Elegant Assisted Living & 

Special Care Services 
29591 Detroit Rd., Westlake 

villager newspaper ad verticalFNL.indd   1 10/6/11   4:19 PM

 In 1974, Ray and Mary Ann Griffiths, bought a modest nursing home in Cleveland 
and proceeded to transform it - and the lives of its residents - by dramatically elevating 
the quality of care provided and the environment in which it was delivered.
 Today, there are six outstanding Rae-Ann assisted living and skilled nursing and re-
habilitation facilities in the Greater Cleveland area owned, operated, and personally man-
aged by the next generation of Griffiths: The Belvedere of Westlake, Rae-Ann Westlake, 
Rae-Ann Suburban, Rae-Ann Center, and Rae-Ann Geneva.
 John, Sue and Cindy Griffiths-Novak have built upon the legacy of their parents. 
“We are honored to work alongside a tremendously skilled and compassionate staff to 
deliver the exceptional care and personal attention that enables both short-term and 
longer-term Rae-Ann residents to achieve their optimal physical, emotional, and social 
well-being,” they report. Their personal involvement is a commitment to care for your 
family member the way they would care for their own – with love, encouragement, and 
respect for individuality.
 All of staff are Rae-Ann employees, not agency personnel, and many have been with 
Rae-Ann for decades
 Award-winner care is a hallmark of Rae-Ann Facilities. Some of these honors in-
clude: Rae-Ann Suburban in Westlake was named one of “One of America’s Best Nursing 
Homes” by U.S. News and World Report in 2009 and 2010.
 Medicare.gov awarded a Five Star Overall Quality Rating for Rae-Ann Suburban 
(Westlake), Rae-Ann Center (Cleveland), and Garden Gate (Cleveland).
 The Belvedere of Westlake, Rae-Ann Center, Garden Gate, Rae-Ann Suburban, and 
Rae-Ann Westlake were voted “Best of the West” Nursing & Rehabilitation Facilities ac-
cording to West Shore’s Live Well Magazine in 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010.
 The Cleveland Clinic Hospital awarded The Belvedere of Westlake, Garden Gate, 
Rae-Ann Center, Rae-Ann Suburban, and Rae-Ann Westlake with the Service Excel-
lence Award for achieving a Zero Deficiency Health Survey.

The Rae-Ann Story
Family Owned and Operated Since 1974

Westlake Facts:
Things to Know About Your Town!
Founding Families
 Abner & Rebecca Smith settled on land on 
Center Ridge Road where the “1820” house was 
built at the corner of Glenmore Road and later 
the Smith/Weston house was constructed out of 
stone quarried in Westlake. 
 Along with the Smith family, brothers 
James and Barnabas & Hannah Hall, and Noah 
Crocker and his wife and three children were the 
first residents of what would later become West-
lake. James Hall settled on Detroit Road near the 
Avon line, Barnabas & Hannah Hall where West 
Bay plaza is located, and Noah Crocker at the 
current Detroit & Old Bassett roads.
 On land owned by the Crocker family in 
1852, relatives of 1811 settler Noah Crocker, 
built a fine house, which still stands at 29292 De-
troit Road, on the northwest corner of Detroit 
and Old Bassett roads.

Heavy Metal
 The Dover Blast furnace was built between 
1830 & 1835 –long before there was zoning! It was located along Cahoon Creek, 
northeast of Dover Center and Center Ridge, behind the Circle K and the Rusty 
Barrel. The blast furnace utilized bog ore, which was raw material on the surface of 
the ground along the north side of Center Ridge Road. It was a 24/7 operation that 
irritated nearby church-goers on the Sabbath.

The Westlake-Bay Rivalry
 Bay Village split from the rest of Dover Township over taxes and representa-
tion. During the late 1800s the lake shore became a popular summer residence area. 
Most of the property value was along the lake and the elected officials were farmers 
who lived away from the lake. There were disagreements on how the taxes were 
spent within the Township. After the Nickel Plate railroad came through in 1881,
the wealthier folks split off the northern portion, they took the railroad and
 the taxes it paid with them.

continued from page 5

continued on page 12
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            O’NEILL MANAGEMENT FACILITIES - Committed to Providing Quality Care for Seniors since 1962. 

Bay Village Lakewood North Olmsted North Ridgeville 

To reach any of our facilities, call (440) 808-5500 

 The John O’Neill Family has owned and managed local facilities since 
1962, building a solid reputation in the community for providing excellent, 
comprehensive care.
 O’Neill Management is committed to providing the finest health care ser-
vices in Northeastern Ohio, and to maintain a sincere, respectful concern for 
each resident through four West Shore facilities - Bradley Bay Health Center 
in Bay Village, Center Ridge Health Campus in North Ridgeville, Lakewood 
Senior Health Campus in Lakewood, and Wellington Place in North Olmsted. 
All locations provide seniors with the diverse, personal, and quality care they 
need, from Independent Living, to Alzheimer’s care, to outpatient services.
 The story began in 1962, when John and Alva O’Neill constructed a twenty-
five bed nursing home on a quiet wooded site off Bradley Road in Bay Village. 
Since then, they have nurtured their clientele and expanded the facility and the 
services offered at Bradley Bay Health Center in order to meet the challenging, 
growing needs of the residents and their families in today’s society.
 The second generation of O’Neill’s, headed by John T. O’Neill, now oper-
ates a 138 room nursing facility and 33 assisted living suites on six acres in 
Bay Village. More importantly, the facility is recognized as one of the finest 
health care centers in Northeastern Ohio, ranking in the top 10% of all nurs-
ing homes in the State for Resident Satisfaction.
 The outstanding reputation and numerous awards received by all of the 
ONM facilities are a result of their commitment to nurturing their clientele 
and employees to create positive, caring environments.

O’Neill Management
A Tradition of

Service Excellence

 The Westlake Historic Society and City of Westlake unveiled a special his-
toric marker at Evergreen Cemetery Sept. 15 in honor of the area’s first pioneer 
settler, Leverett Johnson. Johnson arrived in the area on Oct. 10, 1811 and even-
tually donated to the city the land that is now occupied by Evergreen Cemetery.
 Johnson married Abigail Cahoon, and they lived in a log cabin where 
the intersection of Porter and Center Ridge Roads now exists. Johnson was a 
community leader, an Ohio legislator and progenitor of many future Westlake 
families. The Johnsons are interred at Evergreen Cemetery. The Ohio Histor-
ical marker honoring his family and name was commissioned as part of the 
    Westlake Bicentennial celebration this year.

Historic Marker Honors First Westlaker

Leverett Johnson and Abigail Cahoon portrayed by Zac Springer and Natalie Nurse

 A commemorative plaque honoring 
the tradition of government service will 
be dedicated in a special ceremony at 
Westlake City Hall on Nov. 3.
 The plaque will recognize the 200 
year history of city officials, past and 
present, from clerks, department heads 
to mayors. The ceremony will take place 
in the City Hall Rotunda at 7:30 p.m.
 If you or someone you know served 
on Council, as a trustee, a clerk or May-
or, please contact Denise Rosenbaum, 
Clerk of Council, at 440-617-4053 or 
drosenbaum@cityofwestlake.org so that 
a personal invitation can be sent as the 
event approaches.

Westlake 
Historic 
Plaque to

be Installed

A Westlake Bicentennial Concert will be 
held at St. Ladislas Church at 4 p.m. Oct. 
16. Contact Bob Hertl at 440-835-2300 

with questions.

Sing Out!
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Top ranked 
cancer care  

on the  
 West Side.

*U.S.News & World Report, 2011.
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Call the Cancer Answer Line at 1.866.223.8100  
to make an appointment or speak with  

a Cancer Nurse Specialist.

Same-day appointments available.

clevelandclinic.org/topcancercare

Specialists from the top ranked*  
cancer program in Ohio  
treat all forms of cancer. 

11469-02 FAIR_Local Cancer_West-14.indd   1 10/10/11   4:51 PM
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Personal sacrifices freely made,
Saving this nation and others;

Heroes rest within its quiet earth.

Its blended people of the world,
Generations of generous growth;
A place of faith, family, friends.

Commerce, homes and service,
Culture, recreation and parks,

Pay homage to founders’ visions.

All American in every good way,
A City Blooming with great Pride.

Westlake. Wonderful Westlake.
-Mel Maurer 

(Copyright 2011. All rights reserved)

Wonderful Westlake
Westlake. Wonderful Westlake.
Beautiful Daughter of Dover,

Beacon of the Western Reserve.

Born of brave men and women,
Forests, streams and fertile soil,
Amid sloped ridges of resources.

Blessed by its Pioneers’ Dreams:
Porters, Johnsons, Coes, Sperrys,
Crockers, Clagues, many more.

Tree’d streets honor their names,
Flowered, wide boulevards their
Early well worn paths and trails.

Farming, logging, milling, mining,
Cabins, churches, schools, stores,
Taverns, Posts, forges and books.

Green vines, grapes, frontier wine,
Bog ore blasted into native iron.
Decades of progress from 1811.



 SB eighty one is Westlake’s great new upscale hot spot.
 Owner Paul Schell has returned to his home town and has 
brought a California look and flavor to the former Saucy Bistro 
locale at 24481 Detroit Road.
 You’ve heard of vodka on the rocks? SB eighty one had vod-
ka in the rocks at the entry for last weekend’s grand opening as 
a classy block of carved ice held the frigid temptation of a bottle 
of Absolut inside, dripping provocatively to glasses below.
 The display makes a statement about SB eighty one: It is a 
premier modern American Restaurant and dance lounge.
 “We want to exceed people’s expectations,” said Schell at 
last week’s grand opening. “I see SB eighty one as a supper club 
– a modern day supper club. Most places with dancing down-
stairs don’t offer the finer dining we are bringing to SB eighty 
one. There is really nothing like this in the area.”
 A proud graduate of Westlake High, Paul Schell comes back 
home after a 25 year career in the trendy LA nightclub scene. His 
stint at Blue Ultra just outside Los Angeles infused plenty of that 
west coast flavor to bring back home.
 Casual and upscale is the best way to describe SB eighty 
one. From an open patio style dining room to the rear, to clas-
sic table settings in the restaurant central, to 
a traditional lounge, SB eighty one serves a 
wide ranging clientele taste. Downstairs is a 
remodeled red light bar with spacious dance 
floor to boot – entertainment will be must-
see as Paul has his eyes on great acts. In all, 
SB eighty one offers three bars on two floors, 
with five party rooms available.
 Saucy Bistro had a great reputation for 
food. That remains the same with Nick Dlu-
gess advancing from sous chef to executive 
chef, offering the nonpareil training under 
chefs like the award winning Sara Sherpita, 
People’s Choice champ at the recent St. John 
Medical Center Top Chef competition. Sun-
day brunch will be happening, too, com-
plete with Bloody Mary bar, from 10-2. 440-835-3559.

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough manned the scissors as SB eighty one 
owner Paul Schell and family celebrated grand opening at the city’s 
trendy new restaurant and lounge in the former Saucy Bistro locale.

Carl and Linda Schell, longtime Westlakers, greet Mayor Dennis 
Clough at the opening of SB eighty one. The Schell’s son, Paul, 
brings plenty of West Coast dining expertise back to his home 
town with the opening of this premier restaurant and lounge.

Classy but relaxed, one of several comfortable
dining rooms at SB eighty one.

Party rooms ready for any occasion are festive
and inviting at SB eighty one.

Vodka in the Rocks!

SB eighty one: Westlake’s Modern Day Supper Club
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Congratulations Westlake
on 200 Years!

2 Floors / 3 Bars

5 Party Rooms Available

Live Entertainment
 Every Friday & Saturday

Sunday Brunch
 with Bloody Mary Bar

24481 Detroit Rd., Westlake             440-835-3559

Westlake’s Premier Modern American
Restaurant and Dance Lounge

Tuesday - Friday Lunch: 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Tuesday - Saturday Dinner: 5 - 11 p.m.

Late Night Menu Available
Friday & Saturday Midnight - 2 a.m.
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Congratulations Westlake
on 200 Years

24282 Center Ridge Road • Westlake, OH  44145
(440) 835-2415  |  (440) 835-4451

Hours: Mon. – Sun. 11 a.m. – 2:30 a.m.

Grill Hours:
 Mon – Thurs: 11 a.m. – 12 a.m.
Fri – Sat: 11 a.m. – 12:30 a.m.

Sun: 12 p.m. – 11 p.m.

Looking Forward to Renovations and More Years in Westlake

Mitchell’s - Since 1889
122 Years - With Only 3 Owners

As recipients of this year’s Art of Caring
Award from The Community West Foundation
Carol and Charles Rini, Sr. continue to live out 
their family legacy. This summer, Community 
West Foundation participated in a $100,000 
challenge grant to the Cleveland Foodbank.
As of last week 
that grant 
helped to raise 
an amazing 
$760,950 to help 
feed hungry 
neighbors on 
Cleveland’s
west side.

Westlake Facts: Things to Know About Your Town!
continued from page 7

Westlake Prospers
 Westlake has prospered partially because founders 
in Bay Village didn’t take the land south of the railroad 
which became Westlake’s prime industrial area and later 
provided the vacant corridor for I-90

Long Term Leadership
 Long-term leadership is a hallmark in Westlake: 
Mayor Dennis Clough for 24 years; Council Presidents 
Robert Peterson and Michael Killeen for a combined 
34 years; Past Planning Commission Member Dick 
Lancashire for 31 years, Current Planning Commis-
sion Chairman Richard Schultz 24 years & Planning 
Director Bob Parry for 23 years. These individuals, 
along with many others, have resisted the “easy way 
out” during the years of intense growth pressure in 
Westlake. Westlake passed its 1st Guide Plan in 1963, 
its 2nd in 1980, and updates in 1985, 1991, and 2004. 
The result has been controlled and balanced growth 
with sustained vision.

Crocker Park
 Crocker family descendents still owned much of 
the land Crocker Park is constructed on as late as 1892 
and portions of the land in 1911. Some of the land was 
purchased by members of the Juergemeier family as early 
as 1892. The Juergemeiers were farmers who emigrated 
directly from Germany and first settled in Westlake in 
the 1860s. The Juergemeier brothers were likely the last 

major farmers in Westlake, tilling the soil into the 1980s 
until the Promenade was built on the frontage of Detroit 
Road. They were part of “the German settlement” along 
Bassett and Detroit roads. The Carney family acquired 
some of the land with other investors as early as 1963.
Much of the land making up Crocker Park had been 
long-abandoned grape vineyards. The Carney family and 
Robert Stark of Stark Enterprises (owner of The Prome-
nade) joined forces to plan & build Crocker Park in 2000 
-2004.

Westlake Church History
 Methodist Episcopal Church at Dover Center –or-
ganized 1825, still exists on Center Ridge across from 
Porter library –minus the steeple. St. Paul Lutheran, or-
ganized 1858; St. Bernadette Catholic Church 1950; St. 
Ladislas Catholic Church 1973.

First Schools
 The first school building, in what later became West-
lake, was constructed between 1816 and 1825, probably 
near Bassett and Detroit as per May E. Weston, early 
school historian. By 1825, there were five neighborhood 
school districts. The teaching was done by parents or oth-
er citizens who had been educated back East and were 
willing to do so.The typical neighborhood school district 
was literally built, financed, and run by parents and oth-
ers in the community. 
 In 1825, Ohio lawmakers enacted a law which al-
lowed township school districts to levy a ½ mill tax. The 

oldest known existing minutes for a school board meet-
ing in Westlake date to October 1837 for the Dover Cen-
ter District. Separate stone and brick buildings were built 
for each of the Dover school districts from 1875-1895.

First High School
 In 1844, a Westlake resident attended Oberlin 
College and opened Dover Academy in 1845. In 1852, 
the academy moved to a frame building built on land 
donated by Leonard G. Porter. The academy closed in 
1862. From 1897 until 1914 it was used as part of the 
Dover Public schools. The building was located just 
north of the “Old Red Brick.” The first consolidated 
school building in Dover was built in 1909. It was 
known as “the Red Brick School” or “Old Red Brick” 
at 2260 Dover Center Road. The original building 
consisted of four rooms. Four additional rooms were 
constructed in 1913.

Leonard Porter
 One man can make a huge difference! Leonard G. 
Porter, after the death of his beloved wife and their 
only child, devoted himself to Dover arguably like no 
other man before or since. He was a Township Trust-
ee, a Justice of the Peace, generous member of Dover 
Congregational Church, Sunday School Superinten-
dent, donated land for and taught at Dover Academy, 
and was a guiding leader of the Dover Literary Society. 
As part of his will he left his books and $1,000 to pro-
vide for a public library.

(References: Sources include History of Cuyahoga County, Ohio by Crisfield Johnson, 1879, A History and Civics of Dover Village, by Reign Hadsell and Hazel Rutherford, 1930, You’ve Come 
a Long Way, Westlake and You’ve Got a Long Way To Go, by William M. Robishaw, 1993, Images of America: Westlake, Deborah S. Rossman, 2008, The First 100 Years of Dover Schools, May 
E. Weston, 1969, Westlake Porter Library Local History photographs posted on their web site, City of Westlake and Cuyahoga County records.)
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“The Westlake community should be very proud of the value they receive
from the excellent Westlake School system.”

- Mike DeAnna, Broker, Ohio Family Realty

Congratulations  Westlake  on  200  Years

Westlake School System -
Quality Staffing:
 238 out of 295 teachers in the Westlake system 
have either a master’s degree or a master’s degree 
with additional credit hours on top of the degree.
 100% of the teachers have at least a
bachelor’s degree.

– Kim Bonvissuto, Communications Coordinator

 “32 district teachers have agreed to  stay after 
school and on weekends in a coaching capacity. This 
accounts for more than half of all Westlake coaches.”

– Tony Cipollone, Athletic Director

 WCSD maintenance staff  earned the Pioneer 
Athletics Field of Excellence Award this past year

– Dr. Dan Keenan,
Superintendent Westlake City Schools

“When housing markets go south,  areas with exceptional schools tend to hold their
value better than the market overall.”

– Wall Street Journal

Celebrating
Westlake Schools,

Excellence at
an Exceptional Value

Did You Know... 2010-2011
14 WHS Seniors Among Academically Top 1% Nationally

2 WHS Students Earned Perfect 36 on the ACT Test

LBMS Earned Top State Spot in International Math Contest
 for 3rd Straight Year

Westlake Girls Soccer, Basketball and Softball Teams Each Earned
 Top State GPA. Soccer Earned Top 10 Nationally GPA

Bassett Student Ranks 2nd in Nation in Math

58 WHS Students Earned AP Scholar Awards

Westlake City School District Nationally Recognized by
 AP® College Board

The Ohio School Plan Presented the District With its
 2011 OSP Best Practices Award
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 Westlake Porter Public Library was ranked tops in the nation two 
years ago by Hennen’s Public Library Ratings. Porter Public Library is a 
great place to find local history. Its website contains a fascinating timeline 
of Westlake history, tracing the growth of the community from the 1800’s 
to today. Here is a look back through the pages of time that dramatizes 
Westlake’s development:
 1875 – The town of Dover had one steam sawmill, one grist mill, one 
boot and shoe store, one hardware store, one harnessmaker, one bent 
works, three wagon makers, two hotels and four general stores.
 1884 – Leonard Porter willed $1000.00 to the establishment of a public 
library in Dover Township (now Westlake, Ohio) and a collection of books 
to be housed within.
 1893 – First circulation records show an average of 24 1/2 books per 
week and about 1252 books per year. Best selling book: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
 1897 – Dover Township passed a tax revenue in support of library 
funds. The library became a free library.
 1900 data – 2,141 books circulated.
 1901 – Bay Village became a separate town and secured a Nickel Plate 
Railroad right of way.
 1902 – According to meeting minutes in 1902, the library’s total col-
lection was 1,321 volumes.
 1906 – The library association rented upstairs rooms of the library to 
the Cuyahoga Telephone Company for $48/year. This was Dover’s first ex-
change, serving 100 phones. There was no service at night, because there 
was only one operator.

Westlake Porter Public Library Timeline

Original Westlake Porter Library
photo courtesy: Westlake Porter Public Library

http://history.westlakelibrary.org/u?/Then,20

Westlake Porter Library Today
photo courtesy: Westlake Porter Public Library

http://history.westlakelibrary.org/u?/Then,30

Westlake Porter Library 1961
photo courtesy: Westlake Porter Public Library
http://history.westlakelibrary.org/u?/General,89

 1920 – Service was offered to schools. Teachers could draw 10 books 
for 4 weeks.
 1926 – A group of men met in the basement of the Porter Library to 
discuss public safety for the town of Dover, which led to formation of Do-
ver Township Volunteer Fire Department
 1931 data – According to then librarian Mrs. John Winslow, in 1931, 
5,000 books were taken out of Porter library, of which 5 were not returned.
 1944 – Book budget was $1,700.
 1960 – Hours open - 48 hours/week Staff – 2.5 plus 3 student pages 
Registered patrons – 6,533 Average cost per book - $3.39 Number of pe-
riodicals – 55 Number of volumes added in 1960 – 4,010 Total number of 
volumes – 22,337 Circulation – 93,599 Westlake Population – 12,000
 1984 – Construction of the new building started. Hours open – 64 
hours/week; Staff – 16 including student pages; Registered patrons – 
16,427; Average cost per book – $13.25; Number of periodicals – 206; 
Book capacity – 30,000; Number of volumes added in 1984 – 4,407; Total 
number of volumes – 54,938; Circulation – 203,210; Westlake population 
– 19,483.
 1993 – Circulation 593,218; Program attendance 12,928; Reference 
Questions Asked 77,220; Building size 32,000 sq ft. Westlake population – 
27,018;
 2002 – Circulation 1,046,588; Program attendance 19,921; Reference 
Questions Asked 98,401; Building size 75,000 sq ft. Westlake population – 
32,500;
 2009 – Westlake Porter Public Library is ranked #1 in the country for 
its population category by Hennen’s American Public Library Ratings.

 “Westlake is 200 years old, 
how old is your family?” Genealo-
gists from LDS Church and Ohio 
Genealogical Society Cuyahoga 
West offer 30-minute consulta-
tions and online research FREE 
of charge. This will take place at 
Porter Public Library from 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m on Nov. 12. Please 
contact Lysa Stanton at 440-721-
1201 with questions.

How Old
is Your
Family?

Walter Clague portrayed by Dave PfisterJedediah Crocker protrayed by Will KrauseCelia Clemens portrayed by Ruth Ann Havasi
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Congratulations Westlake on 200 Years!

• Collectibles
• Electronics
• Photo Equipment
• Antiques
• Instruments
• Car Parts
• Vehicles
• Name Brands
• Vintage Items
• Sporting Equip.
• and Much More!

Ask us about our
fundraising

opportunities!

We Sell Your
Stuff on
eBay!

29313 Clemens Rd., Unit 2G, Westlake - 1/2 Mile East of Crocker Rd.
440-250-8774

website:  www.eprosellers.com  •  email:  eprosellers@gmail.com
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

Turn your unwanted items into
cash and sell them on eBay at

Harvey’s Fabulous
Sunday Brunch
is Back Again!

Starting Sun., October 9th
10:30 am - 3:00 pm

Over 35 Items to Choose From:
Seafood • Pasta • Carving Table
Salads • Desserts • Plenty More!

Patio Open Every
Day til 10/31

(weather permitting)

Annual Halloween
Costume Party

Friday, Oct. 28th

Also Serving Regular
Dinner Menu

from Noon - 5 pm
Check Our Website for
Complete Brunch Menu

Join Us for Sweetest Day
Specials, Saturday, Oct. 15th -

Patio Open

Quality Repairs
Competative Pricing

Drellishak’s
Servicenter

www.DrellishakService.com

Congratulations
Westlake

on 200 Years
21512 Center Ridge Road
Rocky River, OH 44116

440-333-9933
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Family Owned Since 1945

Certified

Dealer

 Dine-In    Take-Out
 Party Trays

 Tuesdays 99¢ Tacos

Happy  Bicentennial!

27155 Detroit Rd.
Westlake

Corner of Dover & Detroit

440-250-0882

Hours
Sun: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Mon.-Thurs: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri: 11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Sat: 12 - 10:30 p.m.

Please Vote “Yes” on Issue 100

www.SiSenorMexicanGrill.com

27333 Center Ridge Road Westlake, OH 44145
440.871.2600    www.westlakelibrary.org

www.facebook.com/WestlakePorterPublicLibrary

Serving Westlake Readers for 127 Years!

Leonard Porter

1930 1940 1962

Bradley Supply

30808 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake | (440) 808-2158

All American Made Furniture
Custom Dining Sets, Bedroom Suites, Home Offices, Entertainment Units

3 Great American Upholstery Companies - Lifetime Warranties
Visit our Website- www.BriansFurnitureStore.com
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36033 Westminister Avenue
(Corner of State Rt. 83 and Mills Rd.)

North Ridgeville, OH 44039

(440) 327-2283

Hours:
Monday – Friday 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Grab & Go Items
Vegetarian Delights

Coffee, Teas & Lattes
Soups & Salads

Kids Menu
Healthy Foods & Fresh Sandwiches

Ice Cream & Smoothies
Fresh Pasteries & Desserts

Now Serving

Beer & Wine

A full view of our menu is available at www.Cafe83.com

Let Us Cater Your Next Luncheon or Corporate Event

New Cluster Homes
Starting at $169,900

Free Granite Counters &
Stainless Steel Appliances

36123 Bridgeport Dr.
North Ridgeville

Corner of Rt. 83 and Mills Rd.

Fabulous New Clubhouse

Now opeN!
Features Pool, Workout Center, Gathering Room

with 55” flat screen TV and WiFi access
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