
 Members of the Westlake High School Class of 2012 have 
gained admittance to many of the most prestigious and selective 
universities in America.
 Among the educational institutions WHS graduates are at-
tending this fall are American University, Arizona State Univer-
sity, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Institute of Art, 
College of Wooster, Cornell University, Denison University, Grove 
City College, John Carroll University, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Miami University (Ohio), Northeast Ohio Medical 
University, Oberlin College, Ohio University, Rice University, Rut-
gers, The Citadel, The Ohio State University, Quinnipiac Univer-
sity, U.S. Air Force Academy, University of Chicago, University of 
Cincinnati, UCLA, University of Dayton, University of Louisville, 
University of Michigan,  and Wake Forest University.
 Of the 298 graduates in the Class of 2012, 44 graduated 
Summa Cum Laude with a 4.3 GPA or higher, 136 earned Honors 
Diplomas, 108 earned Presidential Awards of Excellence and 173 
earned State Board of Education Awards.

Top U.S. Colleges Welcome 
the Westlake Class of 2012

 Sixty-five Westlake High School students scored 
in the top 18% of the 1.6 million students worldwide 
who took Advanced Placement (AP)  exams, earning 
AP Scholar Awards.
 The College Board’s AP Program provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to take rigorous college-
level courses while still in high school, and the ability 
to earn college credit, advanced placement or both for 
successful performance on the AP exams. At Westlake 
High School:
 Three students – Tom Carroll, Kyle Lathem and 
Kelley Zhou – qualified for the National AP Scholar 
Award by earning an average score of 4 or higher on 
a 5-point scale on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 
4 or higher on eight or more of these exams. Westlake 

65 WHS Students Earn College
Board AP Scholar Awards

students had an average of nine exams with an average 
score of 4.96. 
 Twenty-one students qualified for the AP Scholar 
with Distinction Award by earning an average score of 
at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on five or more of these exams. Westlake’s aver-
age score was 4.60. 
 Seventeen students qualified for the AP Scholar 
with Honor Award by earning an average score of at 
least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on four or more of these exams. Westlake’s aver-
age score was 4.28.
 Twenty-six students qualified for the AP Scholar 
Award by completing three or more AP Exams with 
scores of 3 or higher. Westlake’s average score was 3.75. 

 Westlake High School science 
teacher Keith Ohnhaus was named 
the Ohio PTA District 12 Outstand-
ing Educator. District 12 covers the 
outer ring of Cuyahoga County. 
Ohnhaus was recognized at the 
106th Ohio PTA Convention and 
Exhibition in Columbus in April.
 Ohnhaus, who was nominated 
for the award by a Westlake par-
ent, has been with the Westlake 
Schools since 2005. He is an ad-
junct instructor in the Cuyahoga 
Community College Health Ca-
reers & Sciences Department.
 Ohnhaus has been the recipi-

ent of the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Youth Science Opportunities, 
the Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction Award from the National Society of 
High School Scholars, the Outstanding District Educator Award from West-
lake Schools and Teacher of the Year for Akron Public Schools.

Science Teacher Keith Ohnhaus Named Outstanding State Educator
Educator  Spotlight:

 He oversees 12 science teachers as 
the WHS Science Department co-chair. At 
WHS he created the AP Human Anatomy and 
Physiology course for students interested in 
pursuing this career path after graduation. At 
the collegiate level he created/designed two 
courses – Human Biology lecture and Human 
Biology laboratory – using the online web-
based education program BlackBoard.
 Ohnhaus describes his educational phi-
losophy as using real-life application and set-
ting a positive learning environment.
 “When students perform hands-on labo-
ratories, experiments and activity in my class 
that apply class concepts, they get a greater 
grasp of the topic and have performed better on 
assessments,” he said. “When the classroom 
environment is inviting and comfortable to a 
student, they are more eager to come to class 
and work hard to be successful.”
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We Educate for Excellence.... 
Empowering all students to achieve their educational goals, 
to direct their lives, and to contribute to society.
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 Construction is moving forward on time and 
on budget for Phase I of the Master Facilities Plan.
 Thanks to the support of the community, the 
district is:
	 •	 Renovating	 Lee	 Burneson	 Middle	 School	 to	
turn	it	into	Dover	Intermediate	School	for	grades	5-6;
	 •	Building	a	new	middle	school	for	grades	7-8	
near	the	existing	building;
	 •	Rebuilding	an	extensive	portion	of	Westlake	
High	School	while	preserving	the	2005	additions.
	 Utilizing	 the	 buying	 power	 of	 Turner	 Logis-
tics	(TL),	 the	construction	contractor,	 the	district	
is	projected	to	save	about	$850,000,	or	about	24%	on	mechanical,	electrical,	

HVAC, door frames, and door hard-
ware purchases for the new build-
ings.	The	Westlake	Schools	used	the	
Ohio	School	Facilities	Commission	
(OSFC)	project	budget	parameters	
to establish its budget but opted to 
forgo	an	OSFC	project	in	favor	of	a	
locally funded initiative after input 

from	 the	 volunteer	 20/20	 Vi-
sion Committee. This group of 
parents, community members 
and business leaders said the 
community wanted a unique 
space that fit with the excel-
lence of the district itself and 
the	character	of	the	Westlake	community.

 This decision enabled the school district to 
squeeze	 about	 65,000	 additional	 square	 feet	 into	
the	high	school	project,	and	about	14,000	square	
feet into the middle school project to create 
unique	spaces	not	afforded	in	OSFC	projects;	in-
cluding orchestra, band and choir rooms, as well 
as	project-based	learning	areas,	engineering	class-
rooms	and	other	flexible-use	classroom	space.	
 The high school and middle school will open 
their	doors	in	fall	2013.

	 Westlake	High	 School	 senior	 Ishaan	 Bakhle	 scored	 a	
perfect	36	on	 the	ACT	 test	given	 last	 spring.	Fewer	 than	
1/10th	of	1%	of	the	average	1.6	million	students	who	take	
the	ACT	annually	earn	a	top	score	of	36.	This	is	the	seventh	
time	in	five	years	a	WHS	student	has	earned	a	perfect	score	
on the test.
 Ishaan, who participates in the student television sta-
tion	WHBS,	also	is	a	member	of	WHS	Student	Council	and	
Key Club. His favorite subjects are math and science.
 Ishaan is considering studying aerospace engineering 
and	Purdue	University,	Case	Western	Reserve	University,	
the University of Cincinnati and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology are among his college choices.
	 The	ACT	is	taken	by	high	school	students	and	college-
bound individuals. The results are used by colleges for ad-

mission, course placement and advising purposes, and by states, districts, schools, teach-
ers and students for diagnostic, monitoring and intervention purposes.

WHS Senior Scores
Perfect 36 On ACT

NeW CONSTruCTiON PrOjeCTS ON SCHedule, ON BudgeT
did You Know?

	 •	The	2012-2013	and	2013-2014	academic	 years	
were	adjusted	for	the	construction	project.	This	year	stu-
dents	 started	 the	 year	 a	week	 early	 and	will	 end	 their	
school	year	just	after	Memorial	Day.	For	the	2013-2014	
school	year,	students	will	not	return	to	classes	until	after	
Labor	Day.	The	extended	summer	break	in	2013	will	al-
low	the	district	to	complete	the	construction	projects	and	
prepare	 the	buildings	 for	 the	arrival	of	students	 for	 the	
2013-2014	school	year.
	 •	Applications	for	both	the	high	school	and	middle	
school	 are	being	 reviewed	by	 the	U.S.	Green	Building	
Certification	Institute	with	the	goal	of	LEED	(Leadership	
in	Energy	&	Environmental	Design)	Silver	 certification.	
LEED	is	a	110-point	rating	system	to	evaluate	buildings	
on	 their	 energy	 efficiency	 and	 environmental	 friendli-
ness.	Silver	level	buildings	fall	between	50	and	59	points	
on	this	rating	system.
	 •	The	 district	 is	 saving	money	 on	 the	 construc-
tion	projects	through	innovative,	money-saving	steps,	
including:	

	 –	Creating	an	indoor	track	in	a	high	school	gym	by	
choosing	 composite	 flooring	 that	 cost	 less	 than	 a	
standard	wood	floor;
	 –	Obtaining	federal	funding	sources	with	little	or	no	
interest	 component	 (Qualified	 School	 Construction	
Bonds/Build	America	Bonds);
	 –	Obtaining	 an	Aa1	 rating	 by	Moody’s	 allows	 the	
district	to	pay	lower	interest	on	debt;
	 –	 Utilizing	 an	 equipment	 program	 through	Turner	
Logistics	to	save	costs	through	bulk	buying	power;
	 –	 Using	 a	 safety	 program	 to	 minimize	 work	 time	
loss	and	manage	insurance	costs;
	 –	Issuing	debt	for	the	project	in	an	all-time	low	rate	
environment.

	 •	The	new	buildings	will	 be	wired	 for	WiFi,	 allow-
ing	the	schools	to	pursue	a	wireless	campus	similar	to	a	
community	college	environment.

	 Lee	Burneson	Middle	School	stu-
dents took home individual awards 
and a team award in the regional 
MATHCOUNTS	 competition	 at	 Lo-
rain County Community College.
 Individual awards went to:
	 •	Ryan	Karpuszka,	 former	sixth	
grader	–	1st	place	 	•	Austin	Kinney,	
former	eighth	grader	–	2nd	place	 	•	
Alex	 Lathem,	 former	 seventh	 grad-
er	–	4th	place		•	Taeho	Kim,	former	
eighth	 grader	 –	 5th	 place	 	 •	 Ryan	
Zubricky,	former	eighth	grader	–	7th	
place	 	 •	 Anna	 Craven,	 former	 sev-
enth	grader	–	8th	place
 The team of Taeho Kim, Austin Kin-
ney,	Ryan	Zubricky,	Alex	Ikezawa	and	Alex	
Lathem	 took	 the	 1st	 place	 Team	 Award.	
The	 team	and	Ryan	Karpuszka	 competed	
at the state contest in March. The students 
are	 advised	 by	 LBMS	math	 teacher	 Judy	
McMasters.
	 LBMS	 was	 one	 of	 266	 schools	 na-
tionwide	 to	 achieve	Gold	 Level	 Status	 in	
the	2012	MATHCOUNTS	Club	Program,	
meaning	at	least	12	students	scored	an	80%	
or higher on the final math challenge of 
the	year.	LBMS	students	completed	a	total	
of six rigorous math challenges through-
out the school year.
	 “Achieving	Gold	Level	Status	is	an	im-

lBMS Math demons Take 6
of Top 10 Math Awards

pressive accomplishment requiring hard 
work	and	dedication,”	said	MATHCOUNTS	
Deputy Director and Program Director Kris-
ten	Chandler.	“Coaching	a	MATHCOUNTS	
math club requires that a teacher put in sig-
nificant time above and beyond his or her 
regular classroom responsibilities.”
	 MATHCOUNTS	 is	 a	 national	 en-
richment, club and competition program 
that promotes middle school mathematics 
achievement through grassroots involve-
ment.	 The	 MATHCOUNTS	 competition	
program consists of creative problems that 
promote	 critical	 thinking	 and	 problem-
solving skills through written and oral 
rounds, as well as individual and team 
components. 

	 The	2011	Ohio	Report	Card	was	 the	
13th	consecutive	excellent	report	card	for	
the	Westlake	City	School	District.	The	dis-
trict met all indicators on the report card, 
met	Annual	Yearly	Progress	(AYP)	for	all	
subgroups,	 and	 met	 its	 target	 for	 value-
added progress. The district also achieved 

State Testing Scores Place
Westlake in Top 5% in Ohio

its highest Performance Index to date – 
107.2	 –	 placing	Westlake	 among	 the	 top	
5%	of	Ohio	school	districts.	
	 Preliminary	 data	 for	 2012	 shows	
Westlake	again	achieved	the	status	of	“Ex-
cellent” and pushed its Performance Index 
score	up	to	107.9.	
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Medical Milestones

Young Woman Stays Ahead 
        of Family Breast Cancer Risk       

STJOHNMEDICALCENTER.NET

St. John Medical Center

Cathy Graham, MD and Malinda Gancos

Malinda Ganco’s mother, a two-time breast cancer survivor, was first 
diagnosed at age 36. Now 35 herself, Malinda was aware of her increased 
hereditary risk for developing breast cancer. She scheduled a mammogram 
at St. John Medical Center because of its association with University 
Hospitals, where her mother had received excellent treatment.

Just hours after the mammogram, Malinda received a call from the hospital 
— they saw something suspicious on her mammogram.

Another mammogram and an ultrasound confirmed a spot on her left breast. 
Cathy Graham, MD, medical director of the Breast Health Center, told 
Malinda a biopsy was needed and that she was an excellent candidate for the 
minimally invasive BLES (Breast Lesion Excision System) biopsy procedure.

SJMC is one of few area hospitals to offer the outpatient BLES procedure. 
The image-guided BLES eliminates the need for more invasive surgery 
and a potentially painful recovery. Malinda’s BLES procedure found 
precancerous cells. Dr. Graham performed outpatient surgery to remove 
all precancerous cells and to ensure no abnormal cells were in the tissue.

Malinda will now have a mammogram every six months. She looks forward 
to her future with Adam, her husband of two years, as they plan to begin 
a family of their own.  

Early detection is the best defense against breast cancer and an annual 
mammogram is one of the most effective breast cancer screening tests. 

For more information about St. John Medical Center’s Breast 
Health Center, call 440-827-5459.

IN A SERIES
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Your story continues here…

 Westlake’s World Language Depart-
ment is strong and thriving, with many 
students earning national awards for their 
performance in the areas of reading, recita-
tion, culture and vocabulary.
 Thirty-six WHS students earned top 
awards of Cum Laude or higher on the Na-
tional Latin Exam, a comprehensive test 
covering Latin grammar, Roman history, 
Roman culture, Latin syntax, Latin vocabu-
lary and reading comprehension. Eleven of 
those students earned Summa Cum Laude 
and gold medal awards:
	 •	Level 4: Samantha Buck, Tom Carroll 
and	Caitlin	Smith	 	 •	Level 3: Christopher 
Dunlap	and	Elizabeth	Goldberg		•	Level 2: 
Michelle Adamczyk, Ethan Fitz, Kal Patter-
son	and	Ryan	Thaxton		•	Level 1: Alexander Lathem and Vishal Shah.
 Two of those students – Tom Carroll and Samantha Buck, were 
among the 1,835 students from across the country who also took the Na-
tional Greek Exam, and among the 52% who scored high enough to re-
ceive recognition. The two recent graduates earned Certificates of High 
Honor and a ribbon for achievement on the exam. The National Greek 
Exam covers Greek grammar, syntax, vocabulary and basic introductory 
verbs and sentences, along with Greek history and culture.
 At LBMS, 41 world language students were recognized for excellent 
performance on the 2012 National Spanish Examinations. Claudia Vakos’ 

World Language Proficiency
Earns National Recognition

Level 1 Spanish students were eighth grad-
ers taking the high school Level 1 course. 
Of her 47 students who participated in the 
exams, 41 earned medals, including seven 
Gold Medals, 16 Silver Medals, four Bronze 
Medals and 14 Honorable Mentions.
 Top finalists from LBMS landing in the 
top 1% of the 33,759 students who took the 
Level 1 exam were Elise Kennedy and Ra-
chel Stanco. Simram Khosla’s score landed 

her in the top 2% in the nation, 
while Samantha Horwitz, David 
Abbuhl, Farrah Kharche and 
Emma Steinman scored in the 
top 4% or 5%. These students all 
earned Gold Medals.
 LBMS students have par-
ticipated in the exam for the past 
three years. The National Spanish 
Examinations are administered 
each year in grades 6 through 12 
and are sponsored by the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese.
 WHS Spanish language 
students also took home 125 
awards in the 2012 National 
Spanish Examinations. Students 
earned a total of 10 gold, 33 sil-
ver and 25 bronze medals, along 
with 57 honorable mentions.
 Gold medal winners were 
Level 2 - Caroline Hazapis, 
Annie Hoelscher, Melissa Kar-
puszka, Madeline Lee, Kartik 
Sastry, Vishal Shah; Level 3 - 
Michelle Adamczyk, Elizabeth 
Raiff, Paavani Reddy; Level 5 – 
Tom Carroll.

 2012 Westlake High School graduate Mike Willi 
earned top awards at the West Shore Student Recogni-
tion and Career Passport Assembly through the West 
Shore Career-Technical District.
 Mike was enrolled in the Automotive Technol-
ogy program at Lakewood High School. He earned the 
Auto Tech Student of the Year award and was named 
the Westshore Technical Student of the Year. Mike was 
a member of the Career National Honor Society and 
earned an honors diploma. His GPA was 4.486.

WHS Senior Earns 
Top Tech Awards

Westlake and Berea Schools Partner to
Share Food & Nutrition Services

 In the district’s continuing efforts to provide excep-
tional service while effectively using resources, West-
lake has partnered with Berea City Schools to share the 
services of a dietitian to oversee nutrition values in the 
district’s school lunch program.
 Beth Spinks, MS, RD, LD, is working with Westlake’s 
head cooks to help the district meet tough new federal 
nutrition standards for school meals. The goal is to en-
sure meals are healthy and well-balanced and provide 
students all the nutrition they need to succeed at school.
 School meals must offer students milk, fruits and 

vegetables, proteins, and grains, and they must meet 
strict limits on saturated fat and portion size.  Starting 
in school year 2012-2013, school lunches will meet ad-
ditional standards requiring:
	 •	Age-appropriate	calorie	limits;
	 •	Larger	servings	of	vegetables	and	fruits	(students	
must take at least one serving of produce);
	 •	 A	 wider	 variety	 of	 vegetables,	 including	 dark	
green and red/orange vegetables and legumes;
	 •	Fat-free	or		1%	milk	(flavored	milk	must	be	fat-free);
	 •	More	whole	grains.
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 Westlake’s Bassett and Hilliard Elementary Schools are 2 of 
only 14 outstanding schools in Ohio nominated by the state for 
the 2012 National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
 The National Blue Ribbon Schools award highlights and 
gives recognition to schools producing outstanding results for 
all students regardless of race or socioeconomic status. Schools 
recognized as National Blue Ribbon Schools have demonstrated 
consistent excellence, and in some cases, those that have made 
progress and closed gaps in student achievement. The National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Program is part of a larger U.S. Department 
of Education effort to identify and disseminate knowledge about 

best school leadership and 
teaching practices.

 Both Bassett and 
Hilliard elementary schools were nominated 

based on Exemplary High Performing crite-
ria, highlighting the fact that both schools 
are among the state’s highest performing 
schools as measured by performance on 
state assessments. Bassett earned the top 
score of Excellent on last year’s state re-
port card and a Performance Index Score of 

110.8, which reflects the achievement of every 
student. Hilliard also earned an Excellent on 

the state report card and posted a Performance 
Index Score of 110.1. 

 “The staff at Bassett is humbled by this recogni-
tion,” said Bassett Principal Ben Hodge. “Former Principal Tim Rickard created a learning 
community that achieves excellence, and I want to continue that for all children here at 
Bassett. We have hard-working students, parents and staff, and I believe this nomination 
recognizes their efforts.”
 Hilliard Principal Kim Conley also said her staff was honored by the nomination.
 “Through the solid foundation which former Principal Mary Flanagan established, 

30676 Detroit Rd.
Westlake

440-892-2266
RockWestGrubPub.com
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Bassett and Hilliard Nominated as Blue Ribbon Schools

Bassett ElementaryHilliard Elementary
I’ve been privileged to carry on this jour-
ney with a remarkable and dedicated staff, 
talented students, and supportive parents 
and community,” Conley said.
 Both schools submitted formal applica-
tions for the award to the U.S. Department 
of Education. Schools must 
meet adequate yearly prog-
ress requirements, which are 
yet to be released by the state, 
for the current school year 
to receive the Blue Ribbon 
award. Winning schools will 
be notified this fall.
 “It’s a great honor that 2 
of the 14 Ohio schools nom-
inated for such a prestigious 
award come from the West-
lake City Schools,” said Su-

perintendent Dr. Daniel J. Keenan, Jr. “The 
Blue Ribbon nominations are a testament 
to the work and commitment of the teach-
ers, principals, support staff, PTA and all 
who spend so much time seeing Bassett 
and Hilliard strive for excellence.”

WHS Senior Earns Perfect 
Score On SAT

 Westlake High School senior Aakash Shah scored 
a perfect 1600 on the critical reading and math sections 
of the SAT, and 780 out of 800 on the writing section.
 Aakash is keeping his options open for his future, 
although he is leaning toward a career in medicine. 
His father, Rajiv Shah, is a radiologist at MetroHealth 
Medical Center. He recently interviewed for a spot in 
the Cleveland Clinic’s Summer Internship Program, 
where he hopes to study public health.
 “I feel like I really want to make an impact, and 
public health is one way to do that,” he said.
 Aakash is a first-year flute player with the 
Symphonic Band. He also is president of the high 
school’s Academic Challenge club, which competed 
on April 14.
 On the athletic side, Aakash was JV captain of 
the WHS tennis team in his sophomore year. This year he is playing on the Varsity 
tennis team. He also is vice president of the WHS Frisbee Club, which meets Sundays 
during warmer weather outside the Westlake Recreation Center.
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 Westlake City Schools Treasurer/CFO 
Mark C. Pepera earned the district its 18th 
consecutive Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting. 
 The award from the Government Fi-
nance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) is the highest 
form of recognition in the area of govern-
mental accounting and financial reporting. 
The award for the district’s comprehensive 
annual financial report (CAFR) represents 
a significant accomplishment by a govern-

Westlake Earns 18th Consecutive 
Financial Reporting Award

ment and its management. 
 The CAFR was judged by an impar-
tial panel to meet the high standards of 
the program, including demonstrating a 
constructive “spirit of full disclosure” to 
clearly communicate its financial story and 
motivate potential users and user groups 
to read the CAFR. 
 Pepera’s staff also is credited with 
the achievement – Dottie Kozak, Janice 
Goggins, Robin Murray, Kim Katz and 
Jill Wilson.
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 Westlake High School’s En-
gineering & Technology Educa-
tion program was selected for the 
International Technology and 
Engineering Educators Associa-
tion program excellence award. 
This distinction recognizes the 
program – run by teachers Adam 
Purdy and Scott Kutz – as the top 
program in Ohio and among the 
elite programs in the nation.
 Sponsored by the Interna-
tional and Ohio Technology and 
Engineering Educators Asso-
ciation, the Program Excellence 
Award is among the highest honors given 
to technology and engineering education 
classroom teachers. The award is presented 

WHS Engineering & Tech
Program is Top in Ohio

in recognition of outstanding contribu-
tions to the profession and students. The 
WHS award reflects the program’s con-

temporary technology and 
engineering education cur-
riculum and practices.
 “In this technological 
age,” Purdy said, “it’s impor-
tant for all students to under-
stand the global economy and 
society depend on a citizenry 
that can make informed and 
intelligent decisions about 
technology and pursue ca-
reers related to technology, 
engineering and design.”

 Five Lee Burneson Middle School students scored in the top 1% among 150,000 
students who took the AMC 8, a 25-question international mathematics test spon-
sored by the University of Nebraska.
 Top scorers were Taeho Kim (who scored 24 out of 25), Alexander Lathem, Aus-
tin Kinney, George Lawrence and Sneha Ramachandran. Their scores earned them a 
place on the Distinguished Honor Roll.
 Another 14 students scored in the top 5% of test takers, earning a spot on the 
Honor Roll. They were Ryan Zubricky, Yan Kwok, John Bogart, Katarina Jamsek, Trey 

Bialowas, Mark Sargent, 
Mingda Chen, Maahi Mis-
try, Brittany Gulla, Maggie 
Guilfoyle, Ian Pinkas, Carte 
Hoon, Spencer Schlott and 
Justin Krantz.
 Ryan Karpuszka, then a 
Parkside Intermediate School 
sixth grader, scored in the top 
25%, along with LBMS stu-
dents Andrew Bovenzi, Chris 
Slater, Hahn Kaitlin, Jona-
than Alamir, Simran Kho-
sla and Crystal Gump. These 
students earned Honorable 
Mention status. 

5 LBMS Students Score in Top 
1% in National Math Test

 The Westlake City Schools recently 
earned the “Exemplary Saver” status award 
from the Ohio Schools Council (OSC) for 
being among the top 25% of Ohio school 
districts for saving dollars.
 The OSC is a consortium of 157 
school districts created to save schools 
money through cooperative purchasing.  
The award recognized Westlake as one of 
the top 39 districts within this group.  The 
OSC offers more than 20 individual mon-
ey saving programs based on the strength 
of cooperative purchasing of products and 
the ability of school districts to share ser-
vices through the combination of member 
districts.
  “The Westlake City Schools’ par-
ticipation in the joint purchase of utilities 
such as gas, electric, and numerous supply 
products was exemplary and further evi-
dences the district’s  commitment to using 
tax dollars as wisely as possible through 
sharing of services and the power of join-
ing forces with other districts,” said  OSC 
Executive Director David Cottrell.  
 The Westlake Schools historically 
seek out other non-traditional avenues to 

Money-Saving Efforts Earn
Recognition for Westlake Schools

save, such as:
	 •	Participating	in	a	Suburban	Health-
care Consortium to reduce health insur-
ance costs;
	 •	 Using	 purchasing	 cooperatives	 for	
significant savings on:

– Bus purchases;
– Natural gas;
– Telephone/email notification dis-
counts;
– Fiber installation;
– Internet connectivity;
– Fiscal/library services;
– Power School;
– Web filter equipment;
– Software purchases;
– Insurance premiums;
– Vocational programming and trans-
portation consolidation;
– Alternative school programming.

 Last summer the district received the 
Ohio School Plan (OSP) Best Practices 
Award for its efforts in actively control-
ling risk. The award recognizes Westlake’s 
development of an improvement plan con-
sisting of periodic internal inspections and 
required risk-based in-service training.

WHS Graduate Earns Top National 
Inventor Award in Engineering

 Westlake High School graduate 
Scott Hulver (Class of 2012) earned first 
place and the national title in Tech Di-
rections magazine’s annual Inventors 
Award Competition.
 Students were challenged to develop 
unconventional ways to provide electric-
ity to remote villages. Hulver invented 
a solar-powered blimp that could de-

liver re-chargeable batteries and then, 
on a pre-programmed path, stop and re-
charge them as needed. The competition 
was judged by inventor and electrical en-
gineer Harry Roman.  In his comments, 
Roman stated that not only was Hulver’s 
invention highly unique, it was worthy 
of much greater investigation and maybe 
even a patent. 
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 Since the founding of Dover Schools 
– today’s Westlake City Schools – the 
community has established a tradition 
for excellence by making education a 
priority, setting high standards, and pro-
viding tremendous support to the school 
system
 Next fall, through the support of the 
community, the district will open two new 
buildings providing a 21st century envi-
ronment to continue fostering Westlake’s 
tradition of excellence. Buildings will be 
designed to help prepare students for their 
future, yet each building will emphasize 
the importance of history and tradition to 
the district’s success. 
	 •	This	 fall	 a	 “Red	 Brick”	monument	
was dedicated to memorialize the contri-
butions	of	the	Red	Brick	School	building,	
and those who inhabited it, to the history 
of	Dover	Township/Westlake.	The	monu-
ment	 will	 be	 placed	 in	 the	 future	 “Red	
Brick	Plaza”	 tying	 together	Lee	Burneson	
Middle School and Dover Intermedi-
ate	School.	The	new	high	school	will	also	
honor	 the	Red	Brick	School	by	 including	
its arch and bricks in the art wing.
	 •	In	the	spring	a	plaque	was	dedicated	
at the Performing Arts Center in honor of 

Embracing Their Roots,
Thomas	F.	Hill.	Mr.	Hill	came	to	Westlake	
in 1954 to oversee the band program and 
high	school	choirs.	He	was	instrumental	in	
starting the Music Boosters and helped co-
ordinate the first Music a la Mode.
	 •	 The	 new	 middle	 school	 will	 have	
space	 to	 recognize	 its	 namesake,	 Lee	
Burneson. Burneson began his career with 
the schools in 1921 as principal, teacher 
and	 coach	 at	 Dover	 High	 School.	 In	 his	
42 years with the schools – 39 of those as 
superintendent – Burneson ushered the 
district through the Great Depression, 
World War II, suburban development and 
the	baby	boom.	His	daughter-in-law,	Sara	
Burneson, spoke to district staff on open-
ing day about the district’s history and 
how the community has always valued its 
schools. She generously donated some of 
her father-in-law’s artifacts to be perma-
nently displayed as a tribute to his service 
and to ensure historical perspective re-
mains for all to see and share.
 As the Westlake Schools move forward 
with efforts to provide a 21st century learn-
ing environment, the district has commit-
ted to embracing their historical roots and 
working to build on the strong foundation 
of excellence laid by their predecessors.

Elementary Counselor Earns 
Life Achievement Award

	 Bobbi	 English,	 a	 counselor	 at	Hill-
iard	and	Holly	Lane	elementary	schools,	
was selected by the Ohio School Coun-
selors Association to receive the Mary 
Claytor/Charles	 Weaver	 Life	 Achieve-
ment & Membership Award.
	 The	 award	 honors	 and	 recognizes	
a counselor who has contributed with 
excellence to the school counseling pro-
fession for 15 years or more. English was 

honored during the All Ohio Counseling 
Conference in Columbus.
	 In	her	nomination	letter,	Holly	Lane	
Principal Mimi Verdone called English a 
caring professional.
	 “As	an	elementary	counselor	 for	34	
years, she models the kindness and em-
pathy	that	we	all	strive	to	emulate,”	Ver-
done	 said.	 “Bobbi	has	a	 remarkable	en-
ergy	level	and	an	exceptional	work	ethic.”
 English was nominated for the 
award by Verdone, along with former 
Hilliard	Principal	Mary	Flanagan,	Holly	
Lane	 kindergarten	 teacher	 Suzie	 Zki-
ab	 and	 Holly	 Lane	 physical	 education	
teacher Nick Miller.
	 In	 her	 nomination	 letter,	 Flanagan	
said	English’s	legacy	will	be	“that	she	al-
ways did whatever she could to assure 
that students were ready to learn to the 
greatest	extent	possible.”
	 “Mrs.	 English	 is	 a	 team	 player	 who	
contributes to all facets of the school pro-
gram,”	Flanagan	said.	“Her	day	is	constant-
ly filled with student contact which might 
include lunch with new students, meeting 
with a small group to discuss making good 
behavior choices, and presenting lessons 
to classrooms of students on an important 
area	of	the	guidance	curriculum.”	

 Moody’s Investors Service reaf-
firmed the Westlake City School District’s 
Aa1 bond rating based on the district’s 
strengths, including continuous economic 
growth, consistent management, and sta-
ble finances, and its contingency planning 
for potential budgetary challenges.
	 The	credit	rating	agency	indicated	the	
school	 district’s	 “strong	 fiscal	 oversight”	
and	 “conservative	 budgeting	 practices”	
have contributed to a healthy General 
Fund	 reserve.	The	 rating	 places	Westlake	
in the top 4% of all Ohio schools.
	 Similarly,	 Standard	 &	 Poor’s	 Ratings	
Services assigned its AA+/stable long-
term	 rating	 to	 the	 school	 district.	 The	
rating reflects Westlake’s large, local eco-

Building for the Future

District’s Credit Ratings in
Top 4% of All Ohio Schools

nomic base, strong income levels, strong 
market value, stable enrollment levels, 
strong general fund reserves supported by 
strong voter support, and a moderate over-
all net debt burden.
 S&P indicated the school district’s fi-
nancial	management	practices	are	“good”	
and that the ratings service expects dis-
trict	officials	“will	continue	to	successfully	
manage the district’s levy cycle in an effort 
to maintain stable financial operations and 
strong	general	fund	reserves.”
	 The	 ratings	 highlight	 the	 district’s	
credit	quality	versus	other	debt	securities,	
which means lower interest costs on future 
district borrowing and savings of taxpayer 
dollars.
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	 Westlake	High	School	senior	Hanna	Tegel	was	ap-
pointed	 as	 a	 Lieutenant	Governor	 of	 Key	Club	 at	 the	
63rd	annual	Ohio	District	Key	Club	Convention.
	 Hanna	oversees	11	schools	in	Division	14	–	Bay	Vil-
lage,	 Fairview,	 Lakewood,	 Lutheran	West,	 Magnificat,	
North	Olmsted,	North	Ridgeville,	Olmsted	Falls,	Rocky	
River,	St.	 Joseph	Academy,	and	Westlake	high	schools.	
The	 president	 from	 each	 school’s	Key	Club	 reports	 to	
Hanna	on	club	activities.	She	also	holds	monthly	meet-
ings	with	Key	Club	officers	from	these	schools.	
	 Key	Club	 is	 a	Kiwanis	 International	High	 School	
program	that	teaches	leadership	through	service.	Han-
na first joined the program through Builders Club, the 
middle	school	arm	of	Kiwanis,	as	an	eighth	grader.	She	
has	 been	working	 with	 Robert	 Clancy,	WHS	Kiwanis	 advisor,	 who	mentored	 her	
through the program. 

WHS Senior Heads State Key Club
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 The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation awarded a $40,000 grant to the 
Westlake City School District to support its International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Primary Years Programme (PYP) implementation.
 Through the IB program, students participate in activities that put an em-
phasis on the whole child. Westlake Academic Services Director Pam Griebel 
said the process encourages students to choose, reflect and act not only in 
their academics, but in the school, community and beyond. 
 The international-mindedness of the program develops students who 
think beyond themselves to a more open-minded vision and world that begs 
the questions: 
 • How does what I learn and who I am relate to the community, state, 
nation and world where I live? 
 • How can my actions make a difference in this larger scope of thinking?
 • Why is what I learn important?
 • How do I learn?
 Students will document the journey of their schools through the process 
of IB PYP candidacy, authorization, and beyond by creating a video archive of 
their classrooms. Grant funds will be used to buy digital cameras that will cap-
ture moments of cooperating, collaboration, and deep learning experiences 
that will change the climate and culture of their school. 
 The Nordson Corporation Foundation also awarded the Westlake 
Schools a $16,000 grant to pursue the high school IB Diploma Programme 
consortium project.

 Westlake Utilizes
Grant Dollars for IB

Westlake Schools Prepare
Students to Compete Internationally

Westlake Elementary Schools Are IB Candidate Schools
WHS Opens Door to IB Diploma Program

 Bassett, Dover, Hilliard, and Holly Lane El-
ementary Schools have been recognized as Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) candidate schools for the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP). The schools are 
pursuing authorization as IB World Schools, which 
are schools that share a common philosophy – a 
commitment to high quality and challenging, inter-
national education that Westlake believes is impor-
tant for our students.
 The district chose to pursue the IB program in 
response to input from the community while devel-
oping its Continuous Improvement Plan. Through 
that process, the community asked the district to 
develop internationally competent, competitive, and 
engaged learners. 
 The IB PYP supports learning in all academic 

areas, including mathematics, science and technol-
ogy, as well as language literacy, the arts, history, and 
oral and written communication skills. In Westlake, 
all PreK-4 elementary students will be served by this 
program. Job-embedded professional development, 
supported by a Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 
grant, will emphasize excellent teaching to motivate 
and create a learning environment that promotes the 
high levels of learning inherent in the IB PYP model.
 Westlake High School also is exploring the IB 
Diploma Programme with Avon Lake and Berea in a 
first-of-its-kind consortium. The partnership would 
save program costs and offer students access to a 
21st century academic program. The IB Diploma 
Programme is a two-year curriculum that provides 
an internationally-accepted qualification for entry 

into higher education. Students complete as-
sessments in six different subject groups and 
complete three core requirements.
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 Westlake High School graduate Tom Carroll (Class of 2012) 
earned second place in the Ohio Junior Classical League conven-
tion held in February in Columbus. About 1,000 students from 
across the state participated in the convention, which invited 
Latin and Greek students to compete in sight reading, recitation, 
English oratory and Certamen competitions.
 The following is a list of students who received 1st places in 
their respective categories at the competition:
	 •	Tom	Carroll,	Levels	4	&	5	Latin	–	mythology,	pentathlon,	
reading comprehension, Roman life and culture, Latin recitation, 
sight Latin reading
	 •	Chris	Dunlap,	Level	3	Latin	–	modern	myth
	 •	Brian	Hood,	Level	2	Latin	–	ceramic	clay	sculpture
	 •	Joe	Nunnari,	Level	2	Latin	–	computer	enhanced	photography
 The district’s three Certamen teams all made it into the semi-
finals. The Level one team – Sam Buck, Tom Carroll, Chris Dun-
lap, Libby Goldberg, Sophia Kyrkos and Joseph Warner – made it 
to the finals and finished in second place.

WHS Latin Students
Earn Top Scores in Ohio

Tom Carroll

 Rachael Kane’s multiple disabilities unit at Westlake High School 
opened a classroom store to raise funds for the program and teach students 
a life skill.
 The Demon Depot opened as a school supply and spirit store. Students 
sell a variety of school supplies, including folders, notebooks, binders, index 

cards, USB drives, pens and pen-
cils, as well as spirit items, includ-
ing Demon lanyards, bracelets, 
and temporary tattoos.
 “My students are responsible 
for all aspects of running the 
store, including checking inven-
tory, stocking shelves, waiting on customers, working the cash register, and 
keeping the area clean,” Kane said. “The store provides an opportunity for stu-
dents to generalize their skills in a more realistic setting and gain vocational 
training while in the high school environment.”
 Proceeds from store sales will be used for ongoing expenses. Profits also 

will be used to pay for community outings, purchase classroom technology, and make donations to the school and 
community.

Classroom Project Provides Vocational 
Training in School Setting
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 The Westlake City School District went to market last 
fall for the refunding of its 2003 series bonds used to fi-
nance the Performing Arts Center project. 
 The refunding saved the taxpayers of Westlake more 
than $571,000 in foregone interest costs. These savings are 
reflected in lower property tax rates to Westlake residents 
over the life of the bond issue.
 A breakdown of the sale:
	 •	The	refunding	resulted	 in	an	 interest	cost	of	3.17%	
(inclusive of all fees);
	 •	The	net	 present	 value	 savings	 to	 the	 taxpayers	was	
7.05%	and	exceeded	the	minimum	threshold	to	proceed	as	
established by the Board of Education as well as nationally 
recognized best practices for this type of activity;
	 •	The	refunding	did	not	extend	the	original	maturity	
date of 2027.
 “The results were better than expected and can be di-
rectly attributed to the district’s excellent credit rating and 
sound financial status as recognized recently by Moody’s 
Investors Service and Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services,” 
said CFO/Treasurer Mark C. Pepera. 

Debt Refinancing
Saves Westlake

Taxpayers $571,000
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 Two Westlake elementary students won awards in the Shearer 
Perfection Student Contest to identify America’s next great inventor.
 Benjamin Routhier, a former Hilliard Elementary fourth grader, 
and Christopher Haddad, a former Dover Elementary fourth grader, 
were part of a three-way tie for third place in the contest, sponsored 
by Shearer’s Foods Inc., Just Between Friends and the National Mu-
seum of Education. The contest was meant to encourage students in 
grades four through eight to demonstrate their creativity and ingenu-
ity by creating an invention that incorporates the use of at least one of 
the Shearer’s brands of chip bags. The pilot competition was open to 
students from Ohio and the Pittsburgh, Pa., area.
 Christopher created a “Welcome Mat for Dirty Shoes” made 
out of recycled strips of Shearers chip bags. Benjamin created a chip 
bag kite he called an “eco-friendly and fun” creation. They earned 
$1,000 savings bonds.
 The winners were selected using the following criteria: use of 
recycled Shearer’s bags, how well the invention solved a problem, 
how marketable the invention was, plus overall uniqueness and 
artistic value. The contest attracted 100 entries. Christopher and 
Benjamin were among the five finalists. Other finalists were Lydia 
Choban, a former fourth grader from Dover Elementary and Jes-
sica Barrick, a former fourth grader from Hilliard Elementary.
 “The students worked long and hard developing their ideas, 
designing the inventions, trying and retrying and writing up a pro-
posal about their work,” said Hilliard and Dover elementary schools 
WINGS teacher Brandi Killinger.

2 Westlake Elementary Students Are Inventive

 The Westlake City Schools is expanding after school enrichment and community education opportunities available 
to families. Over the course of the next year, the Westlake City Schools will offer fee-based student enrichment and adult 
community education programs after school, in the evenings and on weekends.
 Through community partnerships, as well as district-facilitated programming, the district will provide a comprehen-
sive and self-sufficient enrichment and community education program that affords families the ability to fully maximize 
the resources of the Westlake City Schools. Community partnerships have already been established with: 

•	The	Westlake	Recreation	Center;
•	Kidz	Art;
•	Bricks	4	Kidz;
•	Mad	Science;	
•	Master	Parks	Taekwondo	Academy.	

 Many more are currently being organized. Student enrichment 
opportunities will include: 

•	Kidz	Art;	
•	Bricks	4	Kidz;
•	Mad	Science;
•	Tae	Kwondo;
•	High	School	Chinese	for	Credit;	
•	High	School	Arabic	for	Credit;	
•	Elementary	Chinese	Language	&	Culture;	
•	Elementary	Arabic	Language	&	Culture;	
•	Astronomy;	
•	Cheerleading;
•	Drama;
•	Broadcasting;
•	Running;
•	Fit-Kids.

 Adult Community Education Opportunities will  include:
•	Community	Band;
•	Community	Chorus;
•	Community	Theater;
•	Broadcasting;
•	Astronomy;
•	Foreign	Language;
•	Art;
•	Photography;	
•	Gardening;
•	Technology.

 Program expansion will be facilitated by the Project Link de-
partment. Please contact Michael Waters – Project Link Coordinator 
-	440-250-1256	with	inquires.

Project Link & Community
Education Programming Expands
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Westlake Schools Earn 4th
Perfect Audit From State Auditor

 Auditor of State Dave Yost’s office has once again 
given the Westlake City School District a “perfect audit” 
report for the 2010-2011 school year. This was the fourth 
consecutive report without any findings or citations.

 CFO/Treasurer Mark C. Pepera credited the 
achievement to a concerted effort by his staff to enforce 
fiscal policy and maintain a high level set of internal 
controls and financial reporting procedures, as well as 
buildings and departments following those guidelines. 
Under Pepera’s fiscal watch, the Westlake City School 
District has been nationally recognized for 12 consecu-
tive years of excellence in financial reporting.
 Last year the school district also: 
	 •	Earned	the	“Exemplary	Saver”	status	award	from	the	
Ohio Schools Council for being among the top 25% of par-
ticipating  school districts for saving dollars; 
	 •	 Received	 the	 Ohio	 School	 Plan	 Best	 Practices	
Award for its efforts in actively controlling risk; 
	 •	Successfully	refinanced	the	2003	series	bonds	on	
the Performing Arts Center project to save Westlake 
taxpayers more than $571,000 in foregone interest costs; 
	 •	Had	 its	Aa1	bond	rating	reaffirmed	by	Moody’s	
Investors Service for “strong fiscal oversight” and “con-
servative budgeting practices”; 
	 •	 And	 earned	 the	 AA+/stable	 long-term	 rating	
from	Standard	&	Poor’s	Ratings	Service	for	good	finan-
cial management practices.

 For the second year in a row, the Westlake City School 
District is one of fewer than 400 public school districts in 
the	nation	honored	by	the	College	Board	with	a	place	on	

WHS Recognized Nationally By College Board
the	2nd	Annual	Advanced	Placement	(AP)	Honor	Roll.	
	 Westlake	is	1	of	23	Ohio	school	districts	to	be	listed	
on the honor roll and 1 of only 2 Northeast Ohio school 
districts (the other is Aurora City Schools) to achieve this 
distinction for two consecutive years.
 The award honors those districts that increase access 
to Advanced Placement coursework while maintaining the 
percentage	of	students	earning	scores	of	3	or	higher	on	AP	
exams. Achieving both goals indicates that a district is suc-
cessfully identifying motivated and academically prepared 
students who are likely to benefit most from AP coursework.
 “This achievement aligns with our mission of edu-
cating for excellence and our Continuous Improvement 

Plan goals of working with our students to achieve at the 
highest levels,” said Westlake Superintendent Dr. Daniel J. 
Keenan Jr.
 Since 2009, Westlake increased the number of stu-
dents participating in AP courses from 206 to 266, while 
maintaining	the	percentage	of	students	earning	AP	Exam	
scores	of	3	or	higher	at	74%.	The	majority	of	U.S.	colleges	
and universities grant college credit or advanced place-
ment for these scores.
	 The	2nd	Annual	AP	Honor	Roll	was	made	up	of	only	
those public school districts that are simultaneously ex-
panding opportunity and improving performance. The list 
included	367	school	districts	across	43	states	and	Canada.

	 Sixteen	 Lee	 Burneson	 Middle	
School students took home three tro-
phies in the 22nd annual Lego Olym-
piad held April 20 at Lorain County 
Community College. 
 In the Open Division, students 
were able to design anything they 
wanted and to record their develop-
ment. They then disassembled their 
creation and rebuilt it at the compe-
tition in two hours. 
	 Chris	 Slater,	 Bradley	Katcher	 and	
Greg Phillips designed, built and pro-
grammed a piano for first place and 
Best	In	Show.	The	piano	keys	were	at-
tached to touch sensors so that the keys 
played	music	through	four	NXT	Bricks.	
	 Sneha	 Ramachandran	 and	 Jack-
son Liang earned a third-place trophy 
in the Open Division for a robot-con-
trolled moving escalator. 
	 In	 the	Computer	Controlled	Ro-
botics Division, students designed, built and programed a robot to complete a course set up by engineering 
students. This year the course was a moonscape. C.J. Tinline and Travis Lyke designed, programmed and 
reprogrammed their robot for several heats to win fourth place out of 20 teams.

LBMS Lego Olympians
Bring Home Three Trophies
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WHS Art Student Wins 
National Award at 

Carnegie Hall
	 Westlake	 High	 School	
student Madeline Chernosky 
received a prestigious na-
tional award in June at Carn-
egie	Hall	in	New	York	City.	
	 Her	 painting,	 “A	 Self	
Portrait,” won a National Sil-
ver Key award in the National 
Art & Writing Competition.
 Madeline was 1 of 12 
WHS	 students	 to	 earn	 a	 re-
gional award in the Cuyahoga 
County Scholastic Art & 
Writing Competition. She 
earned a Gold Key for her 
painting, which was the only 
piece	of	art	from	WHS	and	1	
of only 18 pieces in the region, to earn a national honor.
	 Madeline’s	family,	as	well	as	WHS	art	teacher	Deb	Gantz,	at-
tended the award ceremonies.
 Three other students earned Gold Key awards in the Cuyahoga 
County	Regional	Scholastic	Art	&	Writing	Competition	and	Ex-
hibition. Then junior Allison Chonko won for her jewelry, “Cour-
age,” senior Daniel Dobish for his drawing, “con-jumbled Cas-
settes,” and then freshman Madeline Lee’s self-portrait drawing.



U.S. Wallcovering
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www.uswallcoveringonline.com
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   and thru Saturday, October 27th
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Welcome Back
Westlake Alumni

Visit one of our Westlake branches 
for all your banking needs.

24441 Detroit Road
(440) 871-4667

2035 Crocker Road
(440) 835-4409

Marie Marrali
Branch Manager
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 Seven Westlake High School students were named 
2013 National Merit Semifinalists in the National Mer-
it Program.
 Semifinalists Ishaan Bahkle, Elizabeth Goldberg, 
Elizabeth Kobe, Wan Kwok, Nora Lee, Aakash Shah 
and Samuel Yun will move on to compete for about 
8,300 National Merit Scholarships worth more than 
$34 million. Aakash also earned a perfect 1600 on the 
critical reading and math sections of the SAT, and 780 
out of 800 on the writing section last spring.
 They are among 1.5 million students from 
22,000 high schools across the country who took 
the PSAT in their junior year. Less than 1% of high 
school seniors make it to the semifinal round. 
About 15,000 students are expected to move on to 
become National Merit Finalists, which should be 
announced in February.

7 WHS Students 
Named National 
Merit Scholars
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 Bassett Elementary School special education as-
sistant Kris Hamilton was honored with a 2012 Out-
standing Paraprofessional/Educational Aide Achieve-
ment Award from the Educational Service Center 
(ESC) of Cuyahoga County. 
 The ESC and the State Support Team for Region 
3 hold an annual ceremony to recognize the special 
achievement of students with disabilities and peers/
adults who support those students. 
 Hamilton’s award recognizes the accomplish-
ments of a paraprofessional/educational aide working 
with students with disabilities in Cuyahoga County 

Westlake Special Education Assistant 
Earns Outstanding Service Award

who has performed outstanding service and/or contri-
butions that have gone above and beyond his/her basic 
job responsibilities. 
 This year’s spring awards celebration, “Dare 
to Dream … Teaching All Students … Reaching 
All Learners,” was held May 11. Students with dis-
abilities, student peers, paraprofessionals, education 
teams and related services staff, community partners 
and parents of students with a disability received spe-
cial recognition for their outstanding achievements 
in a variety of areas.

Westlake Student Wins State
Title in National Math Contest

 Westlake High School freshman Rachel Kim was named 
first in the state of Ohio in the American Scholastic Achieve-
ment Contest.
 The math contest is put on by the American Scholastic 
Achievement League, which was formed by a committee of 
middle school teachers to operate an annual competition to 
challenge their students to demonstrate knowledge and think-
ing skills, and to recognize and reward excellence. The online 
math contest became national in 2002 after starting in New 
York in 2001.
 The contest consists of 100 questions. Rachel, who took 
the test as an eighth grader at Lee Burneson Middle School, 
earned a State Champion’s Trophy. All of the 30 LBMS eighth 
grade students who took the test received recognition certifi-
cates for their scores.

 Four Westlake High School seniors – Shannon 
Kruger, Maggie Katonka, Hanna Tegel and Abby Salem 
– were selected as Student Senators by the Cleveland 
chapter of Facing History and Ourselves for the confer-
ence at John Carroll University.

 The students were nominated by Social Studies 
teacher Elizabeth Noren last spring and served as con-
ference facilitators and leaders. The conference theme 
was “Finding Your Voice.” At the conference, students 
examined how to use their voices to effect change right 
now or how to find their voices to make change in their 
schools and communities.
 Student Senators will meet three times over the 
course of the year on Saturdays at JCU. The goal of the 
program is to engage students in the group’s themes and 

Westlake Represented at
Facing History Annual Conference

approach to history and literature, while promoting civ-
ic agency and leadership skills.
 Student leadership group goals include:
	 •	Build	on	conversations	that	originate	in	Facing His-
tory and humanities classrooms in the city and suburbs;

	 •	 Create	 bridges	 between	 a	 diverse	
group of students;
	 •	Introduce	leadership	skills;
	 •	 Engage	 committed	 students	 in	 ac-
tivities within the Facing History scope 
and sequence;
	 •	Create	a	network	of	Facing History 
students;
	 •	Reach	out	to	a	wider	group	of	stu-
dents within the schools, especially 
younger students;
	 •	Have	fun	and	make	students	excited	
about the history that they learn with-
in the Facing History lessons.
 Noren, who has been affiliated with 
the organization since 2007, uses 
many of the group’s modules within 
her classroom.

 Facing History and Ourselves is a Boston-based 
international organization that promotes tolerance 
and acceptance by using aspects of history, including 
the Holocaust, Little Rock Nine, the Armenian Geno-
cide, the American Eugenics Movement, and Islamo-
phobia. Students study history and examine the effects 
these events had on people. Students then are asked 
to come up with ways to address similar issues within 
their schools pertaining to prejudice, stereotyping, 
and bullying.



If you are one of our clients…
…A tree has been planted in your name

Westlake • $499,999
2367 Georgia Dr. 5 Bdrm 3.5 bath

Classic Westlake Colonial is ready and waiting for your family. Located on a quiet cul-de-
sac street this meticulously maintained home has 5 bedrms, 3.5 baths and rec room w/ 

bar, fridge, ice maker, & additional weight room/hobby room. As you arrive you’ll notice the 
manicured lawn, crisp landscaping & new roof.Large 2 story foyer features a beautiful 

spiral staircase. Immediately to your left a wonderful office area awaits or come straight 
back to gather in the 30’x30’ kitchen. Take a moment to relax after hard day’s work in 

the 2 story family room w/ FP and custom oak mantle. Granite counters, stainless ap-
pliances & double wall ovens help make this a very efficient kitchen. Enjoy the views 
outside the sliding doors or exit & entertain on the deck, gazebo, & covered hot tub. 
Granite in all baths, a first floor laundry, central vac & sec systems, all custom oak. 
3 car is heated w/ hot & cold water. Fully floored walk up attic, 2 furnaces & A/C 

for comfort. Call today for your private tour!

Home of the Week

 Ohio Family Realty is now offering homeowners an innovative 
approach to home selling. With the Lifetime Realtor Program, 
once you sell your home using Ohio Family Realty, you never 
pay them for real estate services again. If the firm represents 
you on the purchase of a new home, it will also sell your old 
house for free. And, when it’s time to sell your new home, 
they will sell that home for free too! There is no limit on the 
number of times you buy or sell as long as the home is your 
primary residence.

 The program includes full service: pricing evaluations, 
mls listing, 25 photos, negotiating on your behalf, news-
paper ads, and more.

 For more information about this revolutionary program, 
call Ohio Family Realty today-or request a free DVD!

Sell Your House for FREE
with the Lifetime Realtor Program

“After trying to sell our cluster in Avon with an agent who supposedly 
sold the most houses in our area using mostly word of mouth. After four 
months with zero offers, we listed our home with Ohio Family Realty, 

whose successful advertising sold our home quickly and for a fair price. We 
highly recommend Ohio Family Realty!”
– Dale and Chris, Sheffield Lake

“Ohio Family Realty sold my home and assisted me with my condo purchase. 
They were very professional, knowledgeable, and patient. I knew I could count 

on them to do the best for me.”
– Eileen, Westlake

“I would like to thank you for making the purchase of my first home such an enjoyable 
and hassle free process. Your calm & gentle demeanor really helped to ease my first 

home buyer’s stress & your services went far beyond what I would expect of a realtor. I 
won’t hesitate to recommend Ohio Family Realty to anyone I know looking for a realtor.”

– Lisa, North Olmsted

“I moved in on the 23rd of February and all is going well. Your family is wonderful and all 
of you are a great team. Many thanks for all you did for me.”

– Ellen, Fairview Park

What Our Customers 
Are Saying...

Ohio Family Realty, Inc. believes in
protecting the environment that surrounds 

all of our homes. We have planted a tree on 
your behalf which will produce oxygen for 

you, your children, and your grandchildren 
for years to come.* Thank you for being a 
client of Ohio Family Realty, Inc. If you 

have never purchased or sold a home through 
Ohio Family Realty, Inc. your tree is waiting.

*According to NASA, a large tree releases .31 
kilograms of oxygen per day. In one year an acre of 

trees can provide enough oxygen for 18 people.

Note: Not only are trees important for oxygen manufacture, but they absorb odors, pollutant gases
and filter particulates out of the air. Trees absorb Nitrogen oxides, ammonia, sulfur dioxide and

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere while releasing the oxygen back into the air.

WE’VE MOVED!

125  Hilliard  road  •  Elyria,  oH  44035  •  440-801-4444

125 Hilliard road  •  Elyria, oH 44035
440-801-4444

Same
Great

Service
Owning is Better than Renting!

 Wouldn’t you love to go to sleep at night knowing the 
home of your dreams would be waiting for you in the 
morning? Thanks to Ohio Family Realty’s “Create Your 
Own Search,” now you can!

 “Create Your Own Search” is an exclusive feature 
to Ohio Family Realty’s website. Without having to 
submit any personal information, such as name, 
address, or phone number, a person enters their 
search criteria for their desired home just one 
time. After this information is entered, sit back 
and relax while your home finds you. You can 
change your search criteria at any time. Based 
on the criteria selected, the computer will 
search for matching homes for four months. 
Visit www.OhioFamilyRealty.com today!

The Home of Your Dreams
at Your Fingertips
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 The Westlake High School String Orchestra earned the top rating of Superior (I) from every adjudicator at the 
Ohio Music Education Association’s State Orchestra Event last spring. 
 This was the first time the orchestra was entered in the top Class A, the most difficult and highest class of music per-
formed on the OMEA Contest list for orchestras. The orchestra is led by Ray Walczuk.

Orchestra is Superior

 Colton Buffington put the finishing touch on his high school tennis career by 
winning the Division I state championship at the Ohio State Varsity Tennis Center 
in May. Buffington was named Division I player of the year in Ohio and is a three- 
time state qualifier, finishing 3rd in 2009. He is a two-time All-State selection, a 
three-time sectional champion, a three-time SWC champion and the 2011 District 
Champion. Colton is a four year letter winner with a 42-2 regular season record. He 
has twice been named the Demon’s team Most Valuable Player and will continue his 
tennis and academic career at University of Louisville.

Westlake’s Buffington 
Ohio’s Division 1
State Champion

 The 2012 Westlake Demons baseball team reached the state championship game for the first time in school his-
tory -- and in the final year of Coach Jeff Short’s 24-year career. The Demons capped off a successful regular season by 
earning a share of the SWC championship. Following the successful regular season, the team with 14 seniors played 
with synergy throughout the playoffs to earn the chance to play in the state title game in June.
 On the playoff path to the championship game the Demons upended St. Ignatius 6-4 to advance to the regional 
finals where they defeated Ashland, 10-7, to cap-
ture a Division I regional championship giving the 
program its first-ever berth in the state tourna-
ment. The Demons then defeated Massillon Perry, 
6-2, in the state semifinals in Huntington Park. 
Westlake finished the season (24-7) after losing a 
hard fought game to six-time state champion Cin-
cinnati Moeller.

Westlake High School Baseball Team
Division I State Runner-Up

 Six Westlake High School art students earned awards 
in the 2012 10th Congressional District Art Contest.
 Daniel Dobish won first place in Drawing. Wan Kwok 
earned a 2nd place in Drawing, Abby Salem a 2nd place 
in Photography, Alexandra Melendez a 3rd place in Photo 
Illustration, and Grace Galvin and Stephanie Maciag both 
won Honorable Mentions in Photo Illustration.

6 WHS Art Students Win
Congressional Art Awards

 The Westlake women’s soccer team has earned the 1st 
Team Adidas Scholastic All-American award for the past 
nine years with an overall team GPA of 4.16. The team’s 
academic record ranks them first in Ohio and among the 
top 10 in the country - a consistent honor the team has 
achieved for the past several years.
 For the third consecutive year, the Westlake High School 
Varsity softball team was honored by the Ohio High School 
Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association (OHSFSCA) for hav-
ing the highest team GPA (4.222) in the state. The high school 
will receive a commemorative plaque and the team will receive 
a $50 gift certificate to Romeo’s Pizza to recognize their aca-
demic excellence. The team is coached by Tom Shiban.
 The Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association 
also named the WHS girls’ Varsity basketball team one of 
the top five teams in the state with the highest team GPA. 
The Coaches Association uses the top nine GPAs on the 
Varsity team to determine the team GPA. Westlake’s team 
GPA was 3.950.

WHS Teams Honored 
for Academic
Performance

 The competition, titled “An Artistic Discovery,” was 
established to showcase the artistic talents of high school 
students. Grand prize winners have their artwork hung in 
the U.S. Capitol, along with pieces form students around 
the country, for one year.
 Dobish’s 1st place piece will hang in the Office of the 
Speaker of the House until May of 2013.
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Seventeen dealerships with one focus: 

You.

First, choose from an incredible selection of automobiles. Then select a financing option tailored to your needs.  

And, anytime you need service, we will be happy to pick your car up wherever you are, at work or home, and drop off a loaner.  

It is just one of the many convenient service options we offer. And another good reason Collection Auto Group  

has more #1 dealers than any dealer group in Ohio.

collectionautogroup.com

Mercedes-Benz of North Olmsted

28450 Lorain Road  

(440) 716-2700 

mbohio.com

Porsche of North Olmsted

28400 Lorain Road

440-716-2720

clevelandporsche.com

AMG of North Olmsted

28450 Lorain Road  

(440) 716-2700 

mbohio.com

smart Center of North Olmsted

28450 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2700 

smartcenterofnortholmsted.com

Sprinter of North Olmsted

28450 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2700 

mbsprinterdealer.com

NEW
Aston Martin Cleveland

28300 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2000 

astonmartincleveland.com

Fisker of Cleveland

28300 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2000 

fiskerofcleveland.com

Lotus of Cleveland

28300 Lorain Rd

(440) 716-2000 

lotusofcleveland.com

Spyker of Cleveland

28300 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2000 

spykerofcleveland.com

Maserati of Cleveland

28300 Lorain Road

(440) 716-2000 

maseraticleveland.com

NEW

Beachwood

25975 Central Parkway 

collectionautogroup.com

Beachwood

25975 Central Parkway 

collectionautogroup.com

Authorized Service 

North Olmsted 

28595 Lorain Road 

collectionautogroup.com

Authorized Service Provider

Airport Inffiiniti

13940 Brookpark Road 

216-676-0700

airportinfiniti.com

North Olmsted

Cleveland

Cleveland

Cleveland

Cleveland

Cleveland

MV-1 of Cleveland

25975 Central Parkway 

216-514-2700

mv1ofcleveland.com

Cleveland

Beachwood

Collection Buick GMC

25975 Central Parkway 

216-514-2700

collectionbuickgmc.com

Beachwood

Collection Buick GMC

25975 Central Parkway 

216-514-2700

collectionbuickgmc.com

Beachwood

Airport Infiniti

Airport Acura

Inffiiniti of Akron

Arlington Road 

collectionautogroup.com

COMING SOON

of Akron

Cleveland

North Olmsted

North Olmsted

Airport Acura

13930 Brookpark Road 

216-676-5400

airportacura.com

Nissan of Middleburg Heights

7168 Pearl Road

(440) 884-7800 

nissanofmiddleburgheights.com

NEW

of Middleburg Heights

Volkswagen of Hudson

Darrow Road

collectionautogroup.com

COMING SOON

of Hudson
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