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“What’s Brewing in Westlake”

Focuses Attention on Needs of Residents Living in Poverty
Equity Trust, Sibling Revelry Brewing Help Bring Business Community Together

Equity Trust presented “What’s Brewing in Westlake”
on July 26 - a business networking and fundraising event
with proceeds benefiting the social services programs of
the Westlake Senior and Community Services Department. It provides assistance to hundreds of the nearly
1,300 Westlake residents who live in poverty.
Mayor Dennis M. Clough recognized event host, Equity Trust’s co-founder, Richard Desich Jr., and welcomed
Westlake City Council members Kenneth Brady (Ward
5) and Mark Getsay (Ward 6); Michelle Boczek, Westlake
Economic Development Manager, and many guests from
the business community who have contributed to the vibrancy of the city. Enthusiastic applause greeted his mention of the new Senior and Community Services Center

Equity Trust Company’s Anthony DeVito, Westlake Senior and Community Services Department Director, Lydia Gadd. Mayor Dennis M.
Clough and Equity Trust’s Matt Collier.

that will be constructed soon.
Lydia Gadd, Director Senior and Community
Services, expressed gratitude to the city’s business
community for their many years of support. She
thanked Equity Trust for their assistance with the
Community Garden, Chili Cook Off, a food drive
and the sponsorship of “What’s Brewing.” The company’s Matt Collier and Anthony DeVito had suggested the fundraiser and led the planning with Michael Hammond of Sibling Revelry Brewing.
Gadd acknowledged the generous donations,
sponsorships and volunteerism of Westlake’s companies that support needs in the community. In 2017,
215 individuals received assistance through the food
pantry; an additional 210 food baskets were distributed for Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas; 621
Meals on Wheels were subsidized for seniors who
could not afford the daily cost; and 190 individuals received Christmas presents through the popular Adopt-a-Family program. The department also
made prescription assistance, utility bill assistance
and shelter available on a case by case basis.

Mayor Dennis M. Clough with Richard Desich Jr. Equity Trust Co-Founder
and host of the event and Senior and Community Services Department
Director, Lydia Gadd at the 2018 “What’s Brewing in Westlake” business
networking and fundraising event.

Poverty in Westlake Surprises, Motivates
“People are often surprised when I discuss poverty
in Westlake,” said Gadd. “In our city, those who qualify
for services via the federal poverty guidelines range from
families with young children to seniors who are on their
own. We have already witnessed the need for some of our
services increase as our elderly population continues to
grow,” Gadd explained.

She is surprised how quickly people offer to help once
they understand there is a real need. “Since our department is both a senior center and a social services center for
Westlake, we can suggest a variety of ways for individuals,
groups, and companies to collectively work with us to promote a safe, healthy and happy community,” said Gadd.
Those interested in learning more about available programs and resources, whether they know of someone in
need or want to help meet identified needs, can visit www.
cityofwestlake.org/Social-Services or call 440-899-3544.

Westlake Student Ascends to Junior Fair Board

Kaitlin Willi, a senior in the Westlake High School, along with Jackie Brandon of
Dublin Coffman High School and Adam McCandless of Ross High School, are
representing their high school Technology & Engineering departments.

Paolo DeMaria, State Superintendent of the Ohio Department of Education, stopped by the Technology and
Engineering Showcase in the Lausche building
at the Ohio State Fair yesterday. KAITLIN WILLI, a senior in the Westlake High School Technology & Engineering (T & E) Department, is
serving as one of the ambassadors on the Junior
Fair Board and helped discuss her project and
other entries in the Westlake High School T & E
booth with DeMaria.
WILLI is serving her first year on the Junior Fair Board. The Ohio State Fair Junior Fair
Board (JFB) is comprised of 17 members from
across the state between 16 and 19 years of age
who represent the various youth organizations
that participate at the Ohio State Fair each year.
Junior Fair Board member Katie Willi discusses her project with
WILLI, along with Jackie Brandon of Dubstate superintendent Paolo DeMaria.
lin Coffman High School and Adam McCandless of Ross High School, are representing their high school Technology & Engineering departments.

County Council Approves $1,100,000 for the
Reconstruction of Bradstreet’s Landing Park Fishing Pier
Grant Funded Through the Community Development Fund

Cuyahoga County Council unanimously approves $1,100,000 of grant funding for The
Bradstreet’s Landing Park Fishing Pier Reconstruction Project in the City of Rocky River.
Demolition of the existing pier will take place during the months of August through
October of 2018, and new construction will begin in April 2019. The project plans to
replace sections of failing infrastructure, provide universal access to the full extent of
the pier and create additional opportunities within and along the pier.
The 590’ long fishing pier was originally constructed in two stages including
the nearshore section in the 1960’s and a 330’ extension in the early 1980’s. It is the
region’s longest public pier promoting outdoor recreation and attracts approximately
15,000 visitors a year.
“I am sincerely grateful to my Council colleagues for their support to bring the
Bradstreet’s Landing Park Fishing Pier back to life in Rocky River. It’s another jewel in
my district, and this investment will offer our region an easy, safe and enjoyable access to
Lake Erie,” states Councilwoman Baker.
The project’s total cost is $2,400,000 which will be funded through other funding sources including The City of Rocky
River, Ohio EPA and the State of Ohio Capital Fund Budget. The Community Development Fund is funded through
Cuyahoga County’s Casino Revenue Fund.
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WDAB Host 2nd Spirit Rally
for Community at WHS

The Westlake
Demons Athletic
Boosters will host
the 2nd Annual Demon Nation Spirit
Rally on Wed., August, 15, at 6 p.m. at
UH St. John Football Stadium at Westlake High School.
This free, community event will feature fun games run
by all of WHS athletic teams, a dunk tank, a corn hole tournament, the WHS Marching Band, Cheer Squads, and more.
Food & beverage will be available for purchase from
Food Trucks. The Spirit Rally will kick off the year for all
athletes and celebrate Westlake’s hometown teams as they
begin competition in the Southwest Conference. Please
plan to join the fun! The Spirit Rally is sponsored by Cahill
Insurance & Financial Services.
More details can be found at www.westlakeathleticboosters.org

2018 Cuyahoga County Reappraisal Valuations Jump
Values Increase for Residential and Commercial Properties

Every six years the tax commissioner for the State
of Ohio requires the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer to
reappraise all real property in Cuyahoga County. This
statutorily required reappraisal occurred between July
2017 and May 2018.
Every property in Cuyahoga County, approximately 526,000 homes and commercial properties, was
physically viewed and appraised.
The county-wide residential value has increased by
10.8 percent, county-wide commercial/industrial value
has increased by 8.7 percent, and the county-wide total
for all classes has increased by 10.1 percent, shown in the
attached revaluation impact maps.

pleased that overall our property values have significantly
increased. It’s a sign that our county is prospering.”
“We have seen growth in the vast majority of our
communities,” stated County Executive Budish. “But
some areas of the county are stronger than others. We
will redouble our efforts to help those communities that
have not kept pace.”
The 2018 reappraisal proposed valuation notices
were mailed, starting yesterday, July 26, 2018 and continuing throughout the week to approximately 450,000
residential and commercial taxpayers.
A residential taxpayer who disagrees with the proposed property value may informally dispute it by filing
online, mailing in the property owner response form that
is included with the mailers, or by attending any of the
conference site locations. Commercial taxpayers are advised to mail the property owner response form to file
an informal dispute. The deadline to contact the Fiscal
Office is August 31, 2018.
Formal complaints can be filed through the Board of
Revision’s website from January 1, 2019 to March 31, 2019.
For a list of frequently asked questions, visit:
https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/2018Re-appraisal-FAQ.aspx

In West Shore communities like Bay Village, Westlake and
Rocky River, valuations rose more dramatically. Values in Bay went
up over 18 percent, 20 percent in Rocky River and 10.5 percent in
Westlake (see attached charts). Double digit values are also seen in
North Olmsted, Fairview Park and Lakewood (22.5 percent).

“We have felt that the county is on a great upswing,
and the county-wide reappraisal confirms our progress,”
said Cuyahoga County Executive Armond Budish. “I am
Revaluation Impact on Market Values - All Classes
Change in Municipal Total Value
Percent Change
by Municipality

Q: How will the value change impact my taxes?
A: We (Cuyahoga County) will be unable to determine the tax
impact until tax rates are certified by the State of Ohio in November.
Property taxes are controlled by Legislation that was passed in Ohio in
1976. House Bill 920 is a property tax reform measure whose purpose
is to keep inflation from increasing property taxes on voted levies. HB
920 reduces tax rates to a level that will generate only the amount of

Greater than 17%
13% to 17%
9% to 13%
5% to 9%
-5% to 5%
Less than -5%

Entire County Impact 10.1%

Change in Municipal Total Value
Percent Change
By Municipality

Above 17%
13% to 17%
9% to 13%
5% to 9%
-5%to 5% (No Change)
Below -5%

Entire County Impact 10.8%

Cuyahoga County
Fiscal Office
Appraisal Division
2018 Revaluation

Revaluation Impact on Residential Parcel Values
money originally approved by the voters. For more information please visit https://
fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/budget-commission.aspx
Q: What is the difference between “Market Value” and “Assessed
Value”?
A: “Market Value” is defined as the price your property would likely
sell for in an open and competitive market between a willing buyer and willing seller, neither being under any undue pressure, both having full knowledge of all relevant facts about the property and the uses to which it may be
put. “Assessed Value” on real estate is set at 35% of market value by the
State of Ohio. Assessed Value is the value of taxable property to which the
tax rate is applied to compute the amount of property taxes.
Visit www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for full size versions of each map.

FROM BAY SCHOOLS: County home valuations recently increased - but school taxes won’t
go up significantly as a result. House Bill 920 rolls back the tax rate (called millage--a mill is
one-tenth of one percent) on voted millage when valuations rise so only the dollars approved
at the time a levy passes are collected. A small amount (4.61 mills) of “inside millage” guaranteed to our schools by the Ohio Constitution does increase with home values; however,
the large gap between “effective mills” and “voted mills” shown below demonstrates how
school tax rates decrease as values go up.

Cuyahoga County
Fiscal Office
Appraisal Division
2018 Revaluation

Revaluation Impact on Market Values - All Classes

ClauDette’S
Cafe

Willie Special

$5.99

3 Eggs, 2 Bacon,
2 Sausage
2 Hotcakes or
French Toast with
Hash Browns

New Senior Menu

$7.99

Monday - Friday
11-Closing
Breaded Pork Chops
Chopped Sirloin
Broiled Chicken Breast
Meatloaf • Liver & Onions
Breaded Veal Cutlet
Country Fried Steak
Shrimp Basket
Fish & Chips

uNDeR NeW MaNaGeMeNt
Now Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Monday – Saturday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Sunday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. • Family Owned & Operated

Let’s Do Lunch
Fresh
Salads

Homemade
Soups

Fast friendly service meets
fresh delicious food for the
perfect lunch combination!

We Honor ALL
Competitive Coupons

Get 2nd One
Half Price

2
Off
10 Check

Must be of equal value. Not combined with
any other offer. Expires 8/23/18. VN.

Not combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/23/18. VN

Buy One
Dinner

$ .00

$

Overstuffed
Sandwiches

4
Off
20 Check
$ .00

$

Not combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/23/18. VN

Wrap
Sandwiches

4
Off
20 Check
$ .00

$

Not combined with any other offer.
Expires 8/23/18. VN

26485 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, Ohio • (440) 899-1029
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Bistro83 and the Power of More

It was a night to remember at Bistro83 as the Power
of More Chamber group met
for an exciting Business After
Hours event the afternoon of
July 19.
Bistro83’s Bud Hagy and
the chamber’s John Sobolewski
welcomed dozens of chamber
members who were wowed by
the new Bistro83 Wine Room,
Raw Bar and outdoor patio.
Bistro83
has
rapidly
grown to become Lorain
County and western Cuyahoga
County’s go-to spot for great
food, drinks and friendship.
They also launched their new
website this week. Check it out

North Ridgeville Chamber President, Jerry Cline and
Linda Hamann, Universtiy Hospitals

here: www.Bistro83.com
The evening was highlighted when John presented
Bud with a West Virgina door
stop, recalling with a laugh
that they first met in West Va.
“On the shores of Morgantown,” quipped John.
Check out Bistro83! Located at Mills and Route 83
along the Avon-North Ridgeville circle.

Westlake Porter Public Library Honored
with Parent Choice Award

Westlake Porter Public Library
was voted best library in Northeast
Ohio Parent Magazine’s annual Parent Choice Awards poll. Readers cited
the library’s “unique programming
for kids” (including the Little PIM language learning service and New Readers Club) and “packed calendar” as
reasons for their votes. WPPL tied with
Cuyahoga Falls Library in the poll.
“Our staff works very hard to offer the materials, programming and
services our community wants and

needs,” said Library Director Andrew
Mangels. “Their votes in this poll are
an indication that our efforts have
been noticed, and we are grateful for
this honor.”
Westlake Porter Public Library
was established in 1884 through a
bequest by Leonard Porter, and has
been operating continuously since.
For more information about the variety of materials, programs and services the library offers, visit www.
westlakelibrary.org.

Westlake Recreation Adult Fall Softball

Westlake Recreation is offering Fall Adult
Softball Leagues for Men/Women.
Divisions will be Tuesday Coed,
Wednesday Men and Thursday Men and all
are doubleheaders. Season begins on September 4 and continues throughout October.
This is a 14 game schedule with 6:30 p.m.
starts. Registration fees will be $325 a team
with a $5 nonresident fee per player. Games
fees are $34 a game. All game softballs are included in entry fee.
Registration deadline is August 21, 2018.
For more info please call Adam Rogers at
440-808-5700 x 3426.

Shoremen Soccer
Players Team Up with
Youth Challenge

Earlier this summer
the Avon Lake High School
Boys Soccer Team and participants and volunteers
from Youth Challenge
joined together to celebrate
the Paralympics!
Youth Challenge not
only provides adapted
sports and recreational opportunities to young people
with physical disabilities
and their teen volunteer
partners, but the U.S. Paralympics, a division of the
National Olympic Committee, designated YC as Paralympic Sport Cleveland.
Youth Challenge participants, volunteers and members of the
Four YC Teams—The
Shoremen Soccer team get ready to compete at Avon Lake
Vipers, Betty White Killer
Memorial Field for Paralympic Day.
Clown Memes, Three Pointcaptain Andrew Jacobson. “Thank you to
ers, and Nacho but Fantastic Bears—
Youth Challenge for allowing us to host
competed at Avon Lake Memorial Field
this event. The Avon Lake Shoremen socthroughout the day in various Paralympic
cer program is proud to have worked with
events including tennis, basketball, track
such an outstanding group of people.”
& field, and (of course) soccer. Each team
Paralympic Day ended with a soccer
was led by YC staff members and 2 capmatch where all 4 YC teams and the Avon
tains from the ALHS soccer team. ActiviLake High School soccer players took the
ties were facilitated by ALHS soccer playfield to score on each other’s goals. After
ers who explained rules, kept score, and
all points were totaled, the Three Pointers
cheered on YC participants. Youth Chalwere announced as the winners and each
lenge teen volunteers worked hands-on to
member received a gold medal prize!
help each participant adapt each sport and
“We were thrilled to have the Shoreserved as friends, mentors and coaches in
men partner with YC,” said Sarah Perezthe process. Over 80 children and teens of
Stable, Director of Volunteer Services at
all abilities were present for the fun-filled
YC. “It was great to see these athletes come
day of competition.
alive in sharing their love of soccer with our
“Putting on an event like this was truparticipants and volunteers and we hope to
ly special, not only for the participants but
work with the team again soon.”
for our program as well,” said senior team

Over 80 children and teens of all abilities were present for the fun-filled day of competition at
Paralympic Day at Avon Lake Memorial Field.

Bay High Announces
2018 Athletic Hall of Fame Class

Bay High will celebrate its 7th Athletic Hall of Fame introduction at 7 p.m. Aug. 31 before kickoff of the Bay-University School game.
2018 inductees include:
Del Creps, Class of 1981 – Soccer, Wrestling; Mike Jelenic, Class of 2002 – Soccer; Katie Kinkelaar Crawford,
Class of 2008 – Soccer, Basketball, Softball; Lara Maurer,
Class of 2003 – Tennis; Mike Schinski, Class of 1977 – Cross Country, Track; 1991 Boys
Cross Country Team – James Barbour, TK Brasted, Tim Crane, Jon Church, Richard
Gash, Derrick Gilmore, Kevin Michalske; 1992 Boys Cross Country Team – Bill Alexander, James Barbour, TK Brasted, Tim Crane, Ryan Crane, Kevin Michalske, Josh Purses;
1993 Boys Track 4×800 Relay Team – TK Brasted, Tim Crane, Kent Gee, Kevin Michalske; 1994 Boys Track 4×800 Relay Team – TK Brasted, Ryan Crane, Kent Gee, Josh Purses; and the 1993 and 1994 Girls Track 4×400 Relay Team – Sara Beesley Gradisar, Nicole
Arbaugh McCormack, Annie Gillespie Campbell, Lisa Blair Connelly
Pre-game Welcome: 4:30 pm at Bay Lodge, 492 Bradley Rd, Post-game Celebration @
the Bay Lodge until 11:30 pm. Induction and Dinner: Saturday, September 1, 6:30 pm at
Fountain Bleu, 635 Miller Rd. Avon Lake.
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