
 What would a Bicentennial be without a Beard Growing contest?
 Westlake’s Bicentennial Beard Growing Contest is entering the final two weeks of competi-
tion. The battle is getting, well, pretty hairy!
 Let’s go on the road to see who has entered the Westlake
 Bicentennial beard zone!

 “All the ladies like whiskers and they would 
tease their husbands to vote for you and then you 
would be President.”
 From a letter to Abraham Lincoln from 11-
year old Grace Bedell written in October of 1860
 
 “As to the whiskers, having never worn any, 
do you not think people would call it a piece of 
silly affection if I were to begin it now?”
 Abraham Lincoln’s written response to Grace 
Bedell. Lincoln showed up at the 1861 presiden-
tial inauguration fully bearded
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 The popular Mrs. Claus’ Closet fine crafts show will be celebrating its 41st 
year on November 1st and 2nd with another beautiful display of unique hand-
crafted items on at Wagner’s Country Inn in Westlake. 
 “A Peek in the Closet,” which is a wine and cheese preview party to benefit 
The Gathering Place, will be held on Tuesday, November 1 from 4 to 9 p.m. The 
mission of The Gathering Place is to support, educate and empower individuals 
and families touched by cancer through programs and services provided free of 
charge. Attendees will be able to browse through the many unique handmade 
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 But wait! First remember that beard-growing enjoys a long-standing and 
honorable tradition in the United States.
 Beard growing in the became popular in the mid-1800’s when an 11-year old 
wrote a letter to presidential hopeful Abraham Lincoln advising him to grow out 
his facial hair in order to win more votes. He did….the rest is history!
 In Westlake, the Bicentennial Beard Growing Contest started in July. The 
rules were simple: Just take a photo of yourself with a clean-shaven face, and then 
get growing!
 The contest ends Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. in the rotunda at City Hall. Competitors 
need only show up to be judged by a panel of five lady judges.
 Awards will go to the best beard, longest beard, worst beard and 
most innovative beard.
 Mayor Dennis Clough was one of the first to enter. “But I 
don’t think I am going to make it in the longest beard cat-
egory,” he said last weekend at the Founder’s Walk Dedi-
cation. “I have already trimmed my beard back a little. I 
just couldn’t keep up with some of the others. I will have 
to try to win in one of the other categories.”
 Porter Public Library Director Andrew Mangels has 
said all along that he is, “In it to win it.” Mangels was not 
spotted at the Founder’s Walk event, so the competition 
may be in for a hirsute surprise on Nov. 9!
 Actor Mel Maurer, who got off to a late start hav-
ing had to trim his beard back in September, continues 
as a dark horse. “I had a set back when I had to shave 
my ‘stache and trim my beard to play Lincoln twice,” he 
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wrote in a recent email.
 Kiwanis President Rick Grane displayed substantial growth at the Founder’s 
Day dedication, lending credence to earlier reports that quoted him as saying his 
beard makes him look taller!
 One of the best beards in town belongs to Bob Parry, Westlake Planning Direc-
tor. But he is ineligible for the event, not having 
been clean-shaven for the start of 
the contest in July!

 Parry’s associate at City Hall, Will Krause, more than makes up for it. A noted 
local historian, Krause has portrayed founding father Jedidiah Crocker with an 
uncanny accuracy this Bicentennial year – a true contender.
 Westlake Service Director Paul J. Quinn III also has an imposing growth and 
must also be considered a potential victor as the days grow shorter but the beards 
grow longer as Nov. 9 approaches.
 The real winners, of course, when all is said and done, will be the patient 
wives of these illustrious contestants who, after the razors come out, will no lon-
ger feel like they area kissing a hairbrush when this collection of bearded gentle-
men leave for work in the morning!



 Welcome Amigos!
 Don Ramon Restaurant located within Savan-
nah Common on Detroit Road at Bradley in West-
lake is named after owner Mario Magana’s father.
 That says a lot about the tradition of this restau-

rant’s commitment to tradition.
 Mario came to the United States in 1991 and 
proudly serves the best in authentic Mexican cuisine 
at the colorful, inviting Westlake locale.
 “Everything is true to the Mexican tradition. 

It is authentic,” said Mario as he offered 
tempting dishes made fresh in their im-
maculate kitchen and served by a team 
of committed professionals dedicated to 
the best traditions of Mexican fare. All 
have served for many years in the hospi-
tality and dining business.
 From Chef Manuel to Manager 
Enrique to server and waitress Yolan-

da, it is a true taste of Mexico right in 
the heart of Westlake. From lunch spe-
cials to burritos, delicious combos and 
Especialidades del Rancho, the phrase 
‘Welcome Amigos!’ rings true at Don 
Ramon Mexican Restaurant & Cantini in 
Westlake, located at 30610 Detroit Road. 
Phone (440) 835-6935. 

Serving Liquor 7 Days a Week!    Dine-In / Carryout Prepared Fresh DailyFamily Owned
& Operated

Gift Certificates
Available

Same management as Don Ramon
18737 Royalton Rd.

Strongsville

Now opeN
4866 Richmond Rd.

warrensville Hts.

6278 pearl Rd.
parma Hts.

by Stumph/York, Next to Big Lots

Other Locations....
30610 Detroit Rd.

VN
Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed. One coupon per 
table per party. Not valid w/any other offers or special of 
the day. Not valid on alcohol. Exp 11-10-11.

Any purchase of
$20 or MoreVN

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed. One coupon per 
table per party. Not valid w/any other offers or special of 
the day. Not valid on alcohol. Exp 11-10-11.

Any purchase of
$30 or MoreVN

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed. One coupon per 
table per party. Not valid w/any other offers or special of 
the day. Not valid on alcohol. Exp 11-10-11.

Any purchase of
$50 or MoreVN

with Any
Lunch Special

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed. One coupon per 
table per party. Not valid w/any other offers or special of 
the day. Not valid on alcohol. Exp 11-10-11.

Enjoy a
FREE Solt Drink
VN

Half-Price Happy Hour
Mon. – Fri.

3 – 6:30 p.m.
Check our Drink Special

on Margaritas after Happy Hour
(excludes top shelf & 
homemade sangria)

Sunday Special
Kid’s Meals: $2.99 all day

including soft drink
Draft Beer Special:

$2 off imported
$1 off domestic

Saturday
Special

$4 Off all day on 

large pitchers of 

regular margaritas
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Christmas Carousel Craft Fair – Saturday, Nov. 5th
  The Annual Craft Fair will take place on Saturday, 
November 5, 2011 from 9:30 a.m. – 4: 00 p.m. at the Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Road, Bay Vil-
lage, OH 44140  (440)871-2900 / www.lensc.org
 The fair will feature over 20 local artists, craftspeople 
and quality vendors offering a variety of items for sale. 
 Just a few of the items featured this year: Pottery 
and Nature Photo Note Cards 
from Nancy & Vicki Horn-
ing’s Earth Art Studio, Emille 
Illson’s Button Down Designs 
(bracelets made from heir-
loom buttons of the 1840’s - 
1940’s) and natural beeswax 
and olive oil soaps, lotions 
and creams from Christine 
Rice’s Morning Star Gardens.
 You can also join us in 
the Carousel Cafe for lunch, 
refreshments and a selec-
tion of delicious home baked 
goods or take a break and en-
joy the Center’s indoor and 
outdoor live animal exhibits.
 Participate in our raffle 
to win one of many exciting 
prizes!
 A donation of $3/person 
includes entry to the fair and 
one FREE raffle ticket.
 This event is a fund-

Lake Erie Nature And Science Center November Events 
raiser for the nonprofit Center and is presented by the 
Women’s Board.

Shredding Day – Saturday, Nov. 12th
 Shredding Day will take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2011 from 9 a.m. to Noon at the Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center, 28728 Wolf Road, Bay Village,  in Hun-
tington Reservation’s Wolf picnic area parking lot. Limit 

of 5 boxes or bags per household
 Shredding Network’s mobile truck will provide 
quick, confidential destruction of old financial state-
ments, medical records or other papers, turning shred-
ded material into new paper products! Hand your papers 
to the technician and leave, or park and watch.
 Suggested donation of $5 goes to the nonprofit Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center. www.lensc.org

 The annual Bay Village 
Merchant Monster March and 
Boo Walk will take place this 
Saturday, Oct. 29, from 1-3 p.m.
 Dress up in your ghostly 
best and enjoy candy and 
treats as you matriculate down 
the streets  of Bay Village. The 
fun starts at BayWay Cabin 
and kids parade through Bay 
Square Mall down Dover Cen-
ter happily enjoying handouts 
from store owners and other 
Bay community groups.
 “Everyone is welcome. It 
is always a lot of fun,” said or-
ganizer Russ Dezember, own-
er of Bay True Value Hard-
ware. The event is sponsored 
by the West Shore Chamber 
as well as all the participating 
businesses. See you there!

Bay Village 
Monster 
March



Croson’s Creations
 Croson’s Creations is a family operated business that opened its doors in 2003. They are 
located in Mentor Ohio, about 25 miles east of Cleveland. All their products are made from 
scratch using only quality, name brand ingredients, and truly are “home baked.” They grind their 
own nuts and poppy seed to ensure freshness. When any one tastes their desserts all you have 
to do is watch their eyes and see their eyebrows go up. That says it all.
 Their recipes have been passed down for three generations and truly are “just like Grandma 
used to make.” Not only is their nut roll a tradition of the family but it is also a tradition of the holi-
days. From their family to yours 
we continue to bake fine quality 
products that can be enjoyed by 
all through the holidays or any day 
of the year. Just try their nut roll 
and it will bring back fond memo-
ries of days gone by.
 Their pastries and cookie 
trays are perfect as gifts, for par-
ties, or business functions. 
 Home made nut roll, poppy 
seed roll, pumpkin roll, carrot cake 
roll, black forest roll, chocolate chip 
nut roll, apricot roll, banana roll, lem-
on roll. www.crosonscreations.com

continued from page 1

Boswell’s Beanery & Blends 
Dip Blends, Gourmet Coffee & Tea, Instant No-Bake Cheesecake, Barbeque 

Rubs and Other Fine Foods www.boswellsbeanery.com

Sunshine Couture
Custom Creations for Your

Little Ray of Sunshine
 Sunshine Couture pieces are easily worn and GUARANTEED 
to attract smiles! These whimsical pieces are unique and will bring 
you endless compliments! Sunshine Couture products are hand-
crafted with care and made with the finest quality materials! Head-
bands, Hats, Non-Slip Clips, Tutu Sets, Pettiskirts, Legwarmers, 
Lace Rompers, and MORE!! www.shopsunshinecouture.com

Last Chance Leather
 LAST CHANCE LEATHER is the home for fine, hand-crafted handbags, 
backpacks and accessories. For more than 30 years, Kate has been creating 
practical, beautiful designs which are uniquely her own. All hardware is solid 
brass,* either Amish made or imported, often from Italy. Stitching is nylon for 
longest wear. Each bag is crafted individually by Kate, and all designs are 
her own creations. *(now offering chrome by special request) The leather 
Kate uses only the finest quality top grain cowhide. Leather is a natural sub-
stance, and the scars and wrinkles on each bag are a part of the history of 
the hide from which it came. She never covers the markings with artificial 
finishes or paints which will only peel and crack with time. Rather, the leather 
will darken with age and develop a rich patina. www.lastchanceleather.net

Claudia Carreón,
Copper, Brass and Silver Designs

 Claudia Carreón, Copper, Brass and Silver De-
signs provides exquisite handcrafted purses, pins, 
cuffs necklaces, jewelry boxes and belts. All items are 
one-of-a-kind and lead-free. Oxidized pieces are made 
of recycled metal, a small way to help the environment. 
 Part of Claudia’s sales go directly to help patients 
at Children’s Hospital in Morelia, Mexico, her home-
town. On Dec. 2009, 18 children received winter jack-
ets and clothes. She also collected gently used clothes 
and blankets for the parents of those children who, due 
to lack of funds, camp outside the hospital waiting for 
their children to be discharged. This year, at the begin-
ning of March, 30 kids received backpacks filled with 
toys and school supplies. www.claudiacarreon.com

items and have first chance at making their selections. Wine, cheese, and pastries 
will be served. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased by emailing mrsclausclos-
et40@gmail.com or calling 330-421-5745. 
 Mrs. Claus’ Closet will open to the public on Wednesday, November 2 from 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. More than 100 exhibitors of fine crafts will be offering unique 
handmade items. Refreshments will be available for purchase so shoppers can 
spend the day whittling away at their Christmas lists. 

 For more information on Mrs. Claus’ Closet, visit www.mrsclauscloset.com.

A Community Tradition, is November 1 & 2

A Peek in
the Closet...

Holiday shopping will be welcomed by
the best craft persons and artists at

Mrs. Claus’ Closet. Meet a few of the
artists appearing at this year’s Closet.



Wagner’s Country Inn • 30855 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, Ohio

Wednesday November 2, 2011 • 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
41st Annual Celebration of Fine Crafts

Admission at the door will be $6 with no advance purchase needed.
Please, no strollers allowed.

Light refreshments will be available to purchase,
so you can take the time to see all The Closet has to offer.

Plan on making a day of it!

You’re invited to

A Peek in the Closet
At

A wine and cheese preview party 
To benefit

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 • 4 to 9 p.m. 
Wagner’s Country Inn 

30855 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, Ohio

Donation: $25 per person
For reservations, call 330-421-5745 or
email mrsclauscloset40@gmail.com

FINE ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW
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Call Heather Hurd and Greg Foster next time you host a party. They are 
expert caterers from Café 83 in North Ridgeville. With their help, you 

can enjoy your own guests while they provide great food and service at 
reasonable prices. They can also help you host your party at Café 83’s 

Party Room at 100 Mills at Mills Road and Route 83 in North Ridgeville. 
Call them today for your fall or holiday fun! And then relax and

enjoy yourself ! 440-353-0236.

Café 83
Your Choice for Catered Parties

 Congressman Bob Gibbs is the U.S. Representative for the Eighteenth District of Ohio, now 
representing North Ridgeville and other parts of southern Lorain Country.
 Sworn into office January 5, 2011, Rep. Gibbs visited Northborough, North Ridgeville’s 
leading lifestyle development at Route 83 
and Mills Road, last week. He wanted to get 
acquainted with this area now included in 
the 18th District.
 Rep. Gibbs was welcomed by Mayor David 
Gillock, Safety-Service Director Jeffrey Arm-
bruster, Northborough developer Bud Hagy 
and a host of community business leaders in 
the brand new Northborough Clubhouse.
 “I was impressed with Rep. Gibbs common 
sense, openness and understanding of key is-
sues. Although he is a freshman Congressman 
he has been placed on important committees 
such as Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Agriculture and chairman of the subcommit-
tee on Water Resources and Environment. I 
think he will be a real asset to those of 
us that will now be in his district,” said 
North Ridgeville Mayor David Gillock.
 Guests enjoyed catered delights from 
Café 83 as Rep. Gibbs explained his back-
ground. In congress, Gibbs is also a mem-
ber of the Republican Study Committee, 
a group of over 175 House Republicans 
organized for the purpose of advancing a 
conservative social and economic agenda 
in the House of Representatives. The Re-
publican Study Committee is dedicated 
to a limited and Constitutional role for 
the federal government, a strong national 
defense, the protection of individual and 
property rights, and the preservation of 
traditional family values.

“The United States of America is a great country. But think about how the 
communists were defeated in the Soviet Union. They were not defeated through 

military means. They were defeated because they went bankrupt. Yes, the 
United States is a great country. But we are bankrupting ourselves. I encourage 

voters to just think about that as you get ready for election year in 2012.”
– U.S. Rep. Bob Gibbs
18th District of Ohio

North Ridgeville Welcomes Congressman Bob Gibbs

Rep. Bob Gibbs discusses issues of concern with constituents of
the re-drawn Congressional District 18.

Patrick Garmone, Linda Hagy, Rick Fagan and Jim Gideon.
Bill Fischer , Sales Executive The Shamrock Companies, Raymond Brown,
212 Capital, Jim Gideon, Gideon and Associates, David Wittschen, Primary

Residential Mortgage Inc. & Coleone Pizza, and Bill Bolas.

Rep. Bob Gibbs was welcomed to North Ridgeville
last week by Northborough developer Budy Hagy.

North Ridgeville Mayor David Gillock, Kipton Mayor Robert Meilander, Congressman Bob 
Gibbs, Northborough Developer Bud Hagy, County Commissioner Tom Williams and North 

Ridgeville Safety-Service Director Jeffrey Armbruster at Northborough.

 A resident of Holmes County for thirty-five years, Bob brings three decades of business and leadership 
experience to Congress.He is graduate of Bay Village High School, and graduated from The Ohio State 
University Agricultural Technical Institute in 1974.



36033 Westminister Avenue
(Corner of State Rt. 83 and Mills Rd.)

North Ridgeville, OH 44039

(440) 327-2283

Hours:
Monday – Friday 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Grab & Go Items
Vegetarian Delights

Coffee, Teas & Lattes
Soups & Salads

Kids Menu
Healthy Foods & Fresh Sandwiches

Ice Cream & Smoothies
Fresh Pasteries & Desserts

Now Serving

Beer & Wine

A full view of our menu is available at www.Cafe83.com

Let Us Cater Your Next Luncheon or Corporate Event

New Cluster Homes
Starting at $169,900

Free Granite Counters &
Stainless Steel Appliances

36123 Bridgeport Dr.
North Ridgeville

Corner of Rt. 83 and Mills Rd.

Fabulous New Clubhouse

Now opeN!
Features Pool, Workout Center, Gathering Room

with 55” flat screen TV and WiFi access
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