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See page 4 for a “Peek in the Closet,” a look at some of the artists.

 The promoters of Mrs. Claus’ Closet are pleased to announce that funds raised at the 
Peek in the Closet wine and cheese preview party on November 9 will benefit the good 
works of the Kidney Foundation of Ohio.
 Proceeds from tickets sales to A Peek in the Closet will support the kidney patients 
of the Kidney Foundation of Ohio. A Peek in the Closet is a fun ladies night out wine and 
cheese preview party at the popular holiday craft show Mrs. Claus’ Closet. Over 80 exhib-

itors of unique professionally 
handmade crafts will be sell-
ing their wares at this preview 
party as well as the next day - 
Wednesday November 9 - to 
the public. The event will be 
held at the beautiful LaCentre 
Conference and Banquet Cen-
ter at 25777 Detroit Road in 
Westlake. A Peek in the Closet 
offers buyers the first choice of 
the handmade pieces before 
Mrs. Claus’ Closet opens to 
the public on Wednesday.
 Attendees to A Peek in 
the Closet will enjoy wine, 

cheese and pastries as they 
browse throughout the hand-
made jewelry, holiday decor, 
florals, soaps, home decor, 
clothing, pottery and more. 
Tickets to the event are $30 
and can be purchased in 
advance at www.mrsclaus-
closet.com or for $35 at the 
door. The event runs from 
4 to 8 pm on Tuesday, No-
vember 9.
 Kidney Foundation of 
Ohio has become the pre-
mier agency in Ohio for 
providing direct assistance 
and education to those suf-
fering the effects of kidney failure. The Kidney Foundation is one of 
the few health and human service agencies in northeast Ohio which continues to provide 
direct dollars to patients to assist them through the devastation of kidney disease.

Peek in the Closet to Benefit The Kidney Foundation

November 8 & 9

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

Linda Loveless, show director, welcomed Mrs. Claus Closet founders Ruth Hopkins and Judy Burke, to last year’s show. Linda stays true to the show’s tradition, dedicating proceeds of the show to charity, while also offering truly unique crafts and gift ideas.

 Avon Seniors celebrated Halloween in a fun way last Wednesday with a 
Trick or Treat luncheon at the Senior Center. All kinds of great costumes were 
spotted, including a Cleveland Indian, the Statue of Liberty, a Pilgrim, and the 

usual ghosts and goblins. Stopping in for the fun
was Mayor Bryan Jensen, who came dressed as the Mayor! Music, food and fun
made it a great day in Avon! See inside today’s Crocker Press for more of this frightful event!

Carmelina Barbera, Bernadine Butkowski,Mayor Bryan Jensen and Annmarie Nyikes

Avon Halloween Trick or Treat!
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Craft Beer
International Wines 
& Specialty Drinks

Make every occasion special. 
It’s all about great taste, style and good times. 

Celebrate with us!

BISTRO83.COM

CELEBRATE
GOOD TIMES

THE PREMIER BISTRO & WINE BAR
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Best Appetizers

Best Bartender, Jeff Gresko

2016

Avon Football: Eagles Flying High
 The Avon High football team is flying high this fall, stand-
ing at 9-0 after last Friday’s 42-7 win over Berea-Midpark.
 The Eagles will be looking to hit the magic 10-0 regular 
season mark this Friday when they wrap up Southwestern 
Conference play at home against Olmsted Falls. It won’t be an 
easy task, however, as the Bulldogs come to town at 7-2.

 An SWC title will be the first for Avon. A longtime power in the old West Shore 
Conference, Avon finished second to powerful Midview last year. But, the Eagles avenged 
that loss with a stirring 45-28 win at Midview in Sept. That set the stage for this year’s bid 
at an unbeaten regular season.
 Avon is also ranked first in its region in the OHSAA playoff rankings. They top a list 

continued on page 3

Mitch Cooper, team leading scorer, hauls one in against Berea.

Ryan Jones turns the corner against Berea Midpark.

Avon defenders celebrate another strong performance.

6-3 Westlake and 6-3 Avon Lake are both in the hunt for a playoff berth.
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Cooper Disposal Is Your First
Choice For On-Site Trash
Containers.
Big or small containers delivered to your home or
business. At Cooper Disposal we pride ourselves in
exceptional service which includes same-day service
to ALL of our customers. We are a locally based, fam-
ily-owned business and we believe that customer
service is the key to our success!

Call Cooper Disposal Today and Talk
with Our Experts and Order Your Container

Dial 440-250-9800 or log on to
www.cooperdisposal.com for more info

Containers for:
• Garage or Attic Clean Out • Remodeling Debris • Deck Removal • Patio Demolition • Home Content Disposal • And More!

Any Service
With this coupon. Expires 11/30/16.

10% OFF

www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com
for more photos

that speaks to the strength of football programs in the area.
 Entering this week’s games, five area teams were in the 
hunt for playoff berths in Div. II Region 6: 1. Avon (9-0) 
25.9667, 3. Grafton Midview (8-1) 25.5, 5. Olmsted Falls 
(7-2) 17.7333, 8. Westlake (6-3) 15.1556, and 9. Avon Lake 
(6-3) 14.6167, (top 8 qualify for playoffs).

Avon Football: Eagles Flying High
continued from page 2

Mason McLemore looks for the end zone.

Avon’s band always puts on a great show.
The Eagle defense dominates Berea.

Avon coaches exhort the team. Avon offensive line surges into the end zone.
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November 8 & 9

A Peek in the Closet...
Holiday shopping will be welcomed by the best craft persons and artists at Mrs. Claus’ 

Closet. Meet a few of the artists appearing at this year’s Closet.

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

Beverly Vinch & Laurie Vinch
Washed Ashore Jewelry, LLC

“Related by marriage, bound by friendship, we are sisters in law. Years of beach 
glass & shipwreck pottery collecting along the shores of Lake Erie, combined with 
an experienced metal smith and jewelry designer, led to an ah-ha moment one 
seaside family vacation. Born was Washed Ashore Jewelry in 2010. We create 
beautifully unique and always one of a kind beach glass and shipwreck pottery 
designs. By color and pattern, some of our found pieces can be dated back to 

the early 1800’s, released by sunken ships that have met their demise in the shallow and treacherous waters 
of Lake Erie. Over the years, these pieces have been naturally broken and tumbled by the water and surf, ulti-
mately Washing Ashore to our north coast beaches. Our designs are enhanced with sterling silver, Swarovski 
crystals, freshwater pearls, semi-precious gemstones 
and charms.” Website: www.washedashorejewelry.com

Belinda Darr – Studio B
“I live in Northeast Ohio where it is cold and unless you ski you craft...I don’t ski. I’ve been NOT skiing since I was in 
grade school when my Mom taught me how to sew. I grew to love color and fabrics and spent 16 years as a buyer 
for a major department store. I found Etsy 6 years ago and have been having fun creating bags that have been 
sent to over 27 countries and 48 out of 50 states. My favorite bags are those that are vintage inspired with metal 
frames-imagine the bags that Claire Crawley of Downton Abby would carry- but with a modern twist. My favorite 
fabrics follow the same feeling- burn out velvets, tapestry etc. I also make many contemporary styles- drawstrings, 
buckets and satchels using many upholstery inspired fabrics. Each bag is designed and handmade in my workshop 
in Fairlawn, OH by me. My vision is to create affordable, colorful well-made bags that you can carry every day. I’m 
always trying new things and would love to hear from you. If you visit and like my FaceBook page at www.facebook.
com/StudioBD you will get up to date information on shows and boutiques I will be doing.”

Linda Zoundas - Petal Patch
“Welcome to Petal Patch. The idea for Petal Patch blossomed from a simple ges-
ture. I wanted to make a unique Valentine’s Day gift for the little girls in my life. 
I came across a sweet headband while antiquing, but it just wasn’t quite right; it 
needed more. More color, more sparkle, more pizazz. It needed to be completely 
one of a kind. I took an old sweater, started cutting, attached to a headband and 

the Petal Patch Recycled Headband was 
born. The popularity of Petal Patch head-
bands took off. All the neighbor girls wanted 
one, then their friends, cousins and so on. I 
have expanded product offerings to include 
headbands, ear-warmers, fingerless gloves, 
infinity scarves, handbags and pins. Each 
decorative flower is made from recycled fi-
bers (retired sweaters and the like). I search 
thrift shops, bazaars and second hand 
shops for high quality, vibrant colored wools 
and cashmeres. Each item is then hand cut, 
sewn and assembled with the help of family 
members. Petal Patch provides one-of-a-
kind recycled fiber products in a variety of 
textures, colors and styles.”

Mary Hegarty - Gourd Artist
“I am a decorative painter; all of my pieces are designed and painted by me. I have 
painted on wood, done custom painted furniture, and since discovering gourds 
years ago- have chosen them as a primary medium. I’ve sold my work in galleries 
and shops, locally and outside of Ohio and have participated in area art shows 
over the past 25 years. I was also co-owner of two area galleries where I sold 

my work as well. 
Dried hard shell gourds share many of the 
same properties of durability and longevity 
as wood. I prep and paint them the same 
as I did my wood pieces- and cut and carve 
them using the same tools as for wood 
working. I grow some myself, as well as 
purchase already - dried/cured gourds from 
farms in the southern states. Gourds are a 
fun medium to work with; because of their 
various shapes and sizes - they become 
an artistic inspiration in and of themselves. 
I make purses, bowls, vessels, figures, 
lamps, ornaments and jewelry all out of 
dried gourds. I have taken some art class-
es- but am a primarily a self-taught artist. I 
am also a Registered Nurse and work at a 
Cleveland area hospital.”

Lynn McAleer – Wicked Stitch of the West
“My love of ‘OZ’ gave me the idea of ‘Wicked Stitch of the West’ 
as the soulful expression of my work. As Wicked Stitch of the 
West, I create ‘Art for the Body.’ Recycling sweaters, shirts and 
denim is different from other forms of sewing in that you don’t 
just buy endless rolls of fabric. First you have to hunt down good 
samples; cut and configure according to size, then you find 
yourself with small, irregularly shaped pieces that you have as-
semble into a cohesive unit. It can be a bit of a jigsaw puzzle; 
I use every scrap I can! I like how it engages both your sense 
of adventure and your geometry skills. Each sweater, shirt or 
denim project takes me on its own little journey....Plus, recycling 
is good for the spirit. Once I have my ‘pile’ of washed items (8-10 

depending on size and colors) I then 
choose the color thread that com-
pliments best and set up my Over-
lock/Serger (a special type sewing 
machine that uses four spools of 
thread, cuts the edge of the fabric, 
then loops and locks the stitches) 
This makes the piece very sturdy, 
I do my best to hand tie and machine sew spots that need reinforcement. If you 
happen to see a loose string; tie it and cut it. Each coat, skirt, hoodie, shrug or tank 
top is unique and each body is unique. I am always impressed at how many body 
types can look good in the same outfit. The sweater coats are pretty versatile; every 
sweater has a different amount of stretch, which can add up to 6 or even 10 inches 
to the measurements. I give the un-stretched measurements. The tie belt makes 
sweaters very adaptable and flattering. The cotton and denim coats have stretch 
but not as much. Due to the unique qualities of each sweater or shirt, just about 
everything I make is going to end up being one-of-a-kind. Color schemes may be 
similar but each will be a bit different. I love fashion, crafting, the arts, and creating 
unique works of wearable art; especially this up-cycle trend. My clothes are magical, 
fun and funky. Nothing is ‘perfect,’ but everything is hand made with great care and 
will not fall apart! There might be imperfections in the recycled materials....these 
give the garment a unique character. I adore using vintage ‘finds’ in a new way!”

Annie Berry – Zensational Organics LLC
“My name is Annie Berry and I started Zensational Organics four years ago....but many years earlier 
I developed a passion for healthy living and prevention. I feel that there are too many chemicals and 
additives in products and with our skin being only 1/10th of an inch thick. Which is pretty thin, right? 
That makes it easy for whatever we put on our skin to make a beeline right into our bloodstream. 

I wanted to do something about that after a ton 
of research. Definitely organic since ‘natural’ can 
still have herbicides and pesticides etc... hidden in 
the oils, butters and essential oils. I can go on and 
on. Come see me and introduce yourself at Mrs. 
Claus’ Closet. I can’t wait to meet you! I will have a 
lot of product and will have my new additions with 
me. A non-toxic deodorant ‘Freshly Undercover’ 
made with magnesium and ‘Face JAM’ an oil 
cleansing method for teenage skin. It’s unbeliev-
ably awesome. Products: Deodorant, Face Wash, 
Rescue Lip Balm, Nuzzlers, Whippity Bobbidy Boo 
(body butter), Sugar scrubs, salt and sugar scrubs, 
bath bombs, wax melts (definitely not soy). Zensa-
tional’s Version of Thieves Room Spray, Rescue 
Lotion, Awesome Salve and of course many Or-
ganic Soaps and Foaming Soaps.”

Alexander Draven
The ExCB

Alexander Draven of The ExCB is a watchmaker 
and metalsmith who creates one of a kind pieces 
using only hand tools from sterling silver and other 
metals. From the corset and nail rings that forged 
his initial collection while attending the Myers School 
of Art to numerous commissions, including one of 
a kind wedding / engagement sets, he has steadily 
expanded not only his line, but also his customer 
base from northeast Ohio to a national audience. 
You can find him online at www.TheExCB.com and 
@TheExCB on social media platforms.
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You’re invited to

A Peek in the Closet

Shopping Event & Ladies Night Out

A 46 Year Holiday Tradition!

Shop through rooms filled with the beautifully handmade crafts

of over 75 artisans! Enjoy delicious food prepared by

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Center.

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

Tuesday, November 8

“A Peek in the Closet”

A special wine & cheese preview party

to benefit Kidney Foundation of Ohio

Wednesday, November 9

Open to the public - 10 am-8 pm

Admission: $5

www.MrsClausCloset.com

Tuesday, November 8 from 4 to 8 pm 

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility

25777 Detroit Road, Westlake

Join us for a preview

wine and cheese

party to benefit

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility • 25777  Detroit Rd., Westlake

$30 per person presale 

$35 at the door 

Includes a unique shopping experience

with two wine tickets and a selection

of cheese and crackers.

Call your girlfriends!

For reservations, go to 

www.MrsClausCloset.com

At the 46th Annual Mrs. Claus’ Closet Fine Craft Show

Presented by The Women’s Journal

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD CRAFT FEST - NOV. 19 & 20

At Medina High School during Medina’s Candlelight Walk. For more info: www.ChristmasAroundTheWorldMedina.com
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32652 Center ridge rd., north ridgeville  440.353.9580
In Millscreek Commons 1/4 Mile West of Barton Rd., 5 Min. from Crocker Park

LUNCH: W, Th, Fri 11-3     DINNER: M-Th 4-8:30 / Fr & Sat 4-9:30 / Sun 4-7:30
www.ninosnorthridgeville.Com

“ ”
Wine Tasting - November 14

5 Special Wines & 5 Entrées
Nino’s has a Banquet Room open for all your needs

Need Computer Help?
Do you think 

your computer 
has a virus?

Is your computer
not running as well

as it used to?

Do you need 
help operating 
the computer?

• Virus and Spyware Removal
• Speed up a Slow Computer
• Personal Computer Tutoring
• New Hardware Installation

• Home Networking
• System Upgrades
• Troubleshooting

• And More!

I can help with all of your computer problems.
Call today! Free Estimates

440-263-7229
Spenser Tuneberg  Technical Computer Specialist • 15+ Years Experience

 Bay Village Interim Mayor Gary Ebert announced at last 
week’s City Council meeting that the location of the city’s leaf 
pick up trucks will be posted on the city web site.
 Leaf pick up started Monday, moving from east to west in the 
community. “If you go on the web site (www.cityofbayvillage.com), 
you’ll be able to know where they’re at. If you know your date is 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, you’ll be able to tell if they are 
behind based on the weather or the volume of leafs. You’ll be able 
to tell because it will be posted on the web site every Monday.
 Here is the city press release on Leaf Collection: www.
cityofbayvillage.com/media/325449/2016_leaf_border_w_col-
lection_.pdf.

Leash Law Signs
 Mayor Ebert also announced that signs will be placed at 
Columbia Beach, Reese Park, Bradley Park and Cahoon Park 
reminding folks about the city’s Leash Laws.

Bay to Post Leaf Pick Up 
Locations on Web Site

Bay Village is
ALL IN for the

Halloween season!
RALLY TOGETHER 

and take a
drive around
to see these

frightful scenes.
Happy Halloween!

Spooky Season!
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 When you’re passing out candy this Halloween, you’ll see 
some trick-or-treaters wearing costumes they hope are scary – and 
you might play along. But in real life, you can easily find some things 
that truly are frightening – such as bad investment moves.
 Here’s one such move: chasing after “hot” stocks. By the time 
you hear about them, they’ve probably cooled off – and they might 
be inappropriate for your needs, anyway.
 Another scary move: Investing too aggressively – or too con-
servatively. Try to find the right mix of investments for your indi-
vidual risk tolerance.
 When you overreact to today’s headlines, you’re making 
another frightening investment move – because you’re allowing 
yourself to be frightened. Don’t be scared into making bad choices. 
Instead, stick with a solid, long-term strategy.
 Finally, don’t waste investment opportunities. If you have a 
401(k) or similar retirement plan at work, contribute as much as 
you can afford.
 The investment world can be challenging, but it doesn’t have 
to be scary – especially if you avoid some frightful moves.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor lo-
cated at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

Stay Away from Frightful
Investment Moves

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for complete story

Dana Banyasz, AAMS®

574 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 | (440) 808-0139

SureSport for ANY Sport

Sports Orthopedics  • Medical Equipment  • Braces and Supports
Electro Therapy Products  • Ultrasonic Devices • Direct Access to Retail Medical Products

www.brace-mart.com  |  www.sure-sport.com  |  440-353-2830

Industry leading compression technology and bracing headquarted in North Ridgeville, OH

Secure YOUR Place
in the WORLD

Use offer code VILLAGE30 at checkout to save 30% on all SureSport branded products

Avon Halloween Trick or Treat!

www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for more photos

Avon seniors get (dressed) up for Halloween 
at the Annual Trick-or-Treat Lunch at the 

Avon Senior Center last week.

 Avon-on-the-Lake Garden Club will meet Nov. 2 
at noon in the Avon Lake Public Library, 32649 Electric 
Blvd., Avon Lake. The program “Happy Houseplants 
Workshop” will be lead by Cynthia Druckenbrod, CBG 
Horticulture Vice President. She will lead a primer on 
common houseplants including their care and insect 
challenges. Since this is an interactive workshop, be 
sure to bring your mischievous houseplants.
  Remember donations will be accept at this meet-
ing for Haiti’s New Hope Orphanage’s project Garden 
Fence. Checks may be made out to “Touching Lives 
Worldwide”, this is a one time opportunity to  donate. 
Another reminder, be sure to bring your check for $23 
for the December Christmas Luncheon on Dec. 7.

Happy Houseplants
Workshop

 Congratulations Avon Lake Marching Band! The Avon Lake Marching Band performed at their second contest of the season 
last Saturday at Ohio Stadium in Columbus and once again came away with a superior rating. This was the fourth time the band has 
performed at OSU’s prestigious Buckeye Invitational since 2009 and the first time they have gotten a superior rating at this event.
 The band performed at their third OMEA contest of the season at Brunswick HS on Saturday, October 22 and will perform 
at the OMEA State Marching Band Finals on November 5. 
(Photos courtesy Dr. Michael Rish).

Avon Lake Marching Band Earns Superior Rating
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Crocker Park • 200 Crocker Park Blvd.  |  Westlake, OH 44145  |  440-250-8630
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.BriOiTalian.COm

For more information and to book a 
private dining room, please contact a 

manager at (440) 250-8630

Party room is complimentary
with your reservation. Seats 55

new Brio Private Dining rooms are available for Birthdays,
anniversaries, Holidays, Cocktail Parties, luncheons, Business meetings,

Family Gatherings, mitzvahs, Bridal luncheons & Showers.

Book Your
Holiday Party

Today


