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See page 6 for a “Peek in the Closet,” a look at some of the artists.

 Mrs. Claus’ Closet — the popular 
holiday tradition of fine quality crafts kicks 
off it’s 45th annual event with a special 
wine and cheese “Ladies Night Out” A 
Peek in the Closet preview party to benefit 
the good works of The Kidney Foundation 
of Ohio on Tuesday, November 10 from 4 
to 8 p.m. The festive craft show then opens 
for the general public on Wednesday, No-
vember 11 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 The event, featuring over 70 specially 
selected craft exhibits will be held at La-

Centre Banquet and Conference Center at 25777 Detroit 
Road in Westlake. Mrs. Claus’ Closet is a great place to start your Holiday shopping if 
you’re looking for unique handmade gifts and holiday décor. While shopping you can 
take a break and enjoy some delicious food prepared by LaCentre chefs. 
 The Kidney Foundation of Ohio provides a broad program of direct assistance 
to persons with kidney disease and promotes and provides education programs for 

the general public, renal professionals and 
patients and their families. KFO will be the 
beneficiary of funds raised at the popular 
Mrs. Claus’ Closet‘s “A Peek in the Closet.” 
The preview wine and cheese event takes 
place Tuesday, November 10 from 4 to 8 
pm at LaCentre Banquet and Conference 
Center on Detroit Road. “A Peek in the 
Closet” each year raises funds to help lo-
cal charities. Over the years the event has 
raised over $100,000 for local projects. 
 Tickets to “A Peek in the Closet” are 
$30 in advance and $35 at the door. To reserve a ticket, go to 
www.mrsclauscloset.com.
 To honor our military and veterans on Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 11, 
they will be able to receive $1 off admission to Mrs. Claus’ Closet with proper ID.
 For more information about Mrs. Claus’ Closet visit www.mrsclauscloset.com.

Peek in the Closet to Benefit The Kidney Foundation

November 10 & 11

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for more photos

 It was a full day of fun at Crocker Park Saturday as Halloween was celebrated 
in a big way with food trucks, trick or treating with kids and, best of all, a gala Pet 
Costume Contest.
 Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough was joined by Q104’s Average Joe and Tif-
fani Tucker of Cleveland 19 News 
as they put on the dogs (and even 
one cat) for a runway struts along 
Main Street.
 Big winner was Vania Velotta 
with her primped up poodle Pi-
lot, rainbow colored in distinctive 
bands of blue, yellow and tan.
 A crowd favorite was West-
laker Stacey Varvolo’s chihuahua, 

Pet Contest is Halloween Hit at Crocker Park

decked out as Donald Trump! The outfit was com-
plete right down to the pooch’s blond comb-over 
hairpiece. This was one Donald Trump whose bark 
was worse than his bite. Donald took second in the 
contest (wonder if that’s a prediction for next year’s 
presidential race, too?).

Imaginations ran wild as dogs were staged in a wide variety of creative get-ups. 
There were Yorkies dressed as pieces of fruit, a fireman terrier and even a Rottweiler in a hula skirt!
 The winners of the 2015 Crocker Park Tricks & Treats Pet Contest presented by St. Edward 
High School Pet Costume Contest were: Scariest: Spooky Ride, Cutest: Needle in a Haystack and 
Most Original: Peacock Poodle! 
 Thanks to everyone who participated and supported the Cleveland Animal Protective League!
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Robusto & Briar
1388 Riverside Dr. • Lakewood, OH 44107
(216) 767-5338 • www.RobustoBriar.com

Robusto & Briar is the Cleveland Metro’s 
Premier Cigar Store and Lounge.

 Nestled in the Lakewood’s West End district, we strive to meet all of your premium tobacco 
needs with unparalleled knowledge, service, and facilities. We offer a wide selection of pipe 

tobacco, lighters, cigar cutters, humidors, and of course hand made briar pipes.

 Nestled in the Lakewood’s West End district, Ro-
busto & Briar is Cleveland Metro’s premier cigar store 
and lounge.
 Owner Patrick Siegel brings a clear sense of mis-
sion in the way he offers highest quality products in an 
environment to be savored.
 “Robusto & Briar came from my sense for a need to 
bring to the public something more than just a place to 
walk in and buy a cigar,” he says.
 As a pipe and tobacco blender by trade and train-
ing, Siegel developed a vision for a destination for the 
aficionado as well as the everyday client.
 “I felt we needed something, a place where we could 
come and sit down and enjoy the cigars we bought that 

Robusto & Briar: Cleveland Metro’s Premier Cigar Store and Lounge
day,” he says.
 The result is a total smokers experience, 3000 
square feet of store highlighted by a 360 square foot hu-
midor that is home to about 400 different cigars.
 “This came out of my passion from having worked 
in the industry for over a decade,” he says. 
 “We strive to meet all of your premium tobacco 
needs with unparalleled knowledge, service, and facili-
ties. We offer a wide selection tobacco, lighters, cigar 
cutters, humidors, and of course handmade briar pipes.”
 The environment is distinctive, shaped by cabine-
try reclaimed by Ohio’s oldest tobacco distributor in 
Youngstown. Visitors will be taken by the reclaimed and 
recycled wood, including the floors; barn doors made of 

alder; and an 1880 back bar made of wormy chestnut that Siegel 
procured from the original location.
 “It offers a warm and inviting atmosphere, a place to en-
joy pipes and purchase tobacco,” adds Siegel. “We are here to 
provide customers with help, with a quality-driven approach to 
serve clients. We are in this to match everyone with what best 
suits them.”
 The shop sells premium cigars, house blends of pipe tobac-
co and accessories in a refurbished 3,000 square-foot storefront 
at 1388 Riverside Drive.

Patrick Siegel brings to life a personal vision of a premier cigar store and 
lounge at Robusto & Briar.

Customers are invited to enjoy their time at Robusto & Briar.Robusto & Briar’s 360 square foot humidor.

Volleyball Team Raises Funds
for Prayers from Maria

 September is Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month, and this year the 
volleyball teams of Avon Schools have 
chosen to fundraise and raise awareness 
for the Prayers From Maria Children’s 
Glioma Cancer Foundation.
 On Sept. 24, the freshman, junior 
varsity, and varsity team hosted teams 
from North Olmsted and raised $6,694.
 The girls all wore special T-shirts 
during warm-ups, and dedicated match-
es to Prayers from Maria. The teams also 

sold T-shirts for the event. The team also 
sold paper sunflowers for $1 which will 
hang in the gym. Teachers held a “dress 
down day” on the day of the match, and 
donated $1 each to the Foundation.
 Julie Radigan is the head volleyball 
coach at Avon High School. Last year 
the teams were able to donate more than 
$1,000 to the Wounded Warrior Project. 
The girls have also supported Volley for 
the Cure in the past.
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 Fall is now here and it’s time to 
get outside and spruce up the yard and 
lawn.
 But who will help you take care of 
your most valuable possession - name-
ly, your home?
 Dingy siding, black-streaked 
roofs, and clogged gutters all shorten 
your home’s lifespan.
 “Dirt, debris and other harmful 
contaminants are literally attacking 
your home and the areas around it all 
year long,” says Mike Palubiak. Presi-
dent, Perfect Power Wash.
 “Not only are the effects detracting 
from your home’s curb appeal, but they 
can also drastically shorten the lifespan 
of your roofs, siding, patios and drive-
ways.”
 The residential services offered by 

Perfect Power wash
The Perfect Choice for Your Home’s Pressure Washing Needs

Perfect Power Wash make it 
so much easier to keep your 
home clean and add to its 
curb appeal.
 Whether you just want to 
keep your home looking the 
best it can, are preparing to sell 
your home, or will be hosting 
a party or family reunion, let 
Perfect Power Wash help you 
get your home ready!
 PPW’s pressure washing 
services include the ability 
to clean all different types of residen-
tial siding including vinyl, aluminum 
and even cedar. In addition to their 
mobile pressure washing system, 
they incorporate biodegradable de-
tergents that help to remove mold, 
mildew, dirt and debris. Soft bristle 

Perfect Power Wash is the area’s #1 source for top quality
power washing, pressure cleaning, and exterior property

restoration services. They use only the highest quality
products and modern professional equipment. Perfect Power 

Wash performs house washing, gutter scrubbing, roof cleaning, 
concrete cleaning and sealing, deck cleaning, commercial

services, and more! Call 888-860-WASH (9274) today!

Before After

Protect Your Driveway
With Concrete Washing & Sealing

440-856-3400
PerfectPowerWash.com

 Call for your instant quote: FREE
Walkway

Wash&Seal
from driveway to front door with Driveway Wash & Seal.

Not valid w/other offers. Prior sales excluded.

BEST
TIME
 ____ of the ____

YEAR!
For More Savings, Add:  ROOF CLEANING & HOUSE WASHING

brushes are used to scrub surfaces 
before a signature double fresh water 
rinse.
 Cutting edge power washing 
technology is used on every Perfect 
Power Wash job. Trained, certified 
and insured teams of power washing 

specialists use processes to make sure 
that you get the best customer service 
and even better results.
 For more information on PPW 
power washing services or to receive 
an instant quote, contact Perfect Pow-
er Wash at 888-860-WASH (9274).



 Issue 3: Ohio Marijuana Legalization Initiative grants a monopoly for the commer-
cial production and sale of marijuana for recreational and medicinal purposes Speaker: 
ResponsibleOhio, Neil Clark.
 If passed, Issue 3 will permit 10 facilities to be 
established with exclusive rights to commercial mari-
juana production.
 “This will allow for two forms of marijuana use: 
medicinal and personal use,” said Clark. Marijuana 
sales, said Clark, would have to be made through re-
tailers approved at the local level. “If the people (vot-
ers) of Westlake don’t want a store, there won’t be a 
store in Westlake,” he said.
 Additionally, adults 21 and over will be allowed 
to buy up to four plants and grow them at home. “Tell 
me how that is a monopoly?” asked Clark, emphasiz-
ing that local jurisdiction will have final say on retail 
approval by precinct.
 “The money this will bring in will go back to the 
local governments,” he said. “It will make up for mon-
ies that have been lost in the last few years due to the actions of the General Assembly.
 Issue 8: Proposed Extension of Excise Tax on 
Cigarettes for Cuyahoga Arts and Culture for the pur-
pose of making grants to support operating or capital 
expenses of arts or cultural organizations in Cuyahoga 
County. Speaker: Arts & Culture Action Committee, 
Chris Galloway.
 This tax, 1.5 cents per cigarette since being ap-
proved in 2006, has raised $15 million annually on 
average for “everything from Severance Hall programs 
right down to neighborhood groups,” said Galloway.
 Locally, funding supports organizations like BAY-
arts, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center and Youth 
Challenge.
 Reduced tobacco consumption will see these 
funds shrink to $10 million annually over the next 10 
years. Next year’s resources are expected to be about 
$13 million. Issue 8 is not a tax increase.
 Issue 9: Proposed Charter Amendment (County of Cuyahoga) Speaker: County 
Councilman, Dale Miller.
 Issue 9 will improve the objectivity of the 
Cuyahoga County Audit Committee by providing that 
the County Audit Committee consist of the President 
of Council or a member of Council appointed by the 
President of Council, four residents of the county with 
experience in the field of auditing, accounting, govern-
ment operations, or financial reporting who are to be 
appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by 
Council, with the County Executive and Fiscal Officer 
each serving as non-voting, ex officio members. “This 
is a universally accepted auditing principle,” said Mill-
er of requiring members to hold relevant experience. 
“You shouldn’t appoint just anyone to these seats. They 
should have specific knowledge and credentials.”
 A special thanks to Tri-C (West Shore) for host-
ing this event.

 This holiday season, the Christmas spirit will shine a little more brightly in Bay Village.
 The Bay Village Historical Society and the Bay Village Kiwanis are asking Bay resi-
dents to join them in celebrating an old-fashioned community Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 
6, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. A kickoff to the holiday season, the event will include a children’s 
gingerbread house contest at Rose Hill Museum, the reading of holiday stories, caroling 
and crafts for kids in the Bay Village Community House, the Kiwanis Christmas tree sale, a 
visit by Santa Claus and the lighting of the community tree in the Cahoon Memorial Park 
gazebo. Residents can help to 
“Light up Bay Village” by plac-
ing luminaries in their yards 
that evening. More event de-
tails are to follow. 
 Other Bay Village com-
munity groups are invited 
to participate by decorating 
a holiday wreath, to be dis-
played in the gazebo. Tables 
in the Community House 
are available for the sale of 
Christmas ornaments and 
merchandise. Any civic or 
school groups interested in 
taking part in the festivities or 
selling holiday merchandise 
should contact Cynthia Eakin 
at info@bayhistorical.com 
or 216-213-0312, or Rhonda 
Schneider at baykiwanis@
gmail.com or 216-225-6538.
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 Cuyahoga County Councilman Dave Greens-
pan hosted a Town Hall meeting at Tri-C West 
Shore in Westlake on Oct. 15. Experts explained 
the three state issues on the November ballot.
 Issue 1: Ohio Bipartisan Redistricting Com-
mission Amendment creates a bipartisan, public 
process for drawing legislative districts. Speaker: 
State Representative, Mike Dovilla.
 “We need a better process to draw our dis-
tricts,” said Dovilla. “This will provide for a pro-
cess where there are additional minority rights. 
Maps can be drawn in a better way and that is the 
good of Issue 1.” Passage will establish an Ohio 
Redistricting Commission under constitutional 
amendment. A minimum of two of seven com-
mission members will be from the minority party. 
Four members, two from each party, would be 
needed to approve a 10-year redistricting plan. 
The goal is to create bipartisan, competitive dis-
tricts not biased by advantageous boundaries that 
affect some inner city districts that are heavily Democratic and rural districts that are 
heavily Republican. Both parties endorse Issue 1.
 Issue 2: Ohio Initiated Monopolies Amendment protects the initiative process from 
being used for personal economic benefit. Speaker: State Representative, Mike Dovilla.

 Issue 2 will prohibit any monopoly from be-
ing protected and ensured by the Ohio Constitu-
tion. State legislators put Issue 2 on the ballot as a 
response to Issue 3, the Ohio Marijuana Legaliza-
tion Initiative, which would grant exclusive growing 
rights to 10 facilities permitted to commercially pro-
duce marijuana.
 “Issue 2 is to protect the constitution of our 
state and to protect our state from having another 
monopoly (like casinos) put into place,” said Dovilla. 
“The constitution of our state is not a document to 
be used for private gain.”
 “It protects our state constitution from private 
interests hijacking our state’s charter.”
 What if Issue 2 and Issue 3 both pass? Dovilla 
said the marijuana legalization issue would likely 
land in the Ohio Supreme Court.
 In a separate election presentation at The Nor-

mandy Apartments in Rocky River last week, State Rep. Nan Baker (R-16), said passage of 
Issue 2 would ‘trump’ Issue 3. “Don’t use our constitution to manipulate the voters.” she said.

Election 2015: Understanding November’s Three State Issues

Cuyahoga County Councilman
Dave Greenspan hosted his October Town

Hall meeting at Tri-C West Shore.

County Councilman, Dale Miller

Chris Galloway, Arts & Culture
Action Committee

State Representative, Mike Dovilla

Neil Clark, ResponsibleOhio

Light Up Bay Village for the Holiday Season

Bay Village Garden Club  Make the perfect holiday decoration to 
adorn your home and please your family in less 
than an hour at the “Greening of Bay” Holiday 
arrangement workshops sponsored by the Bay 
Village Garden Club on Dec. 2 and 3 at Bay 
United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Road, 
Bay Village. The Bay Village Garden Club will 
provide all the fresh greens, accessories, rib-

bon and other items you will 
need along with one-on-one 
help to assemble your holi-
day decorations. There are 
four new designs to choose 
from, three at $30 per proj-
ect and a very large outdoor 
arrangement for $45. To 
view the designs and times 
for each project please visit 
their website at www.bay-
villagegardenclub.com.
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The Normandy Apartments offers a range of 
spacious, modern floor plans with a rich menu 
of amenities, personal care plans and a la carte 
services. Engage in activities, dine tastefully and 
enjoy our private campus. The Normandy gives 
you options to live life as you choose.

Age with integrity and gain the support you 
need at The Normandy Care Center. Our 
leading rehabilitation and residential care facility 
earned a five-star rating from Medicare.gov. 
We support your social, physical, cognitive and 
emotional needs. Arthur’s Place Memory Care 
Center is the only facility of its kind in Ohio.

Simplify life, gain freedom and enjoy  
the support you need at every stage. 

Live Effortlessly Live Comfortably

The Normandy Senior Living is a family owned and operated business that shares your values.  
Our serene campus gives you choice and independence—a continuum of care you can depend on. 

Visit The Normandy 
Talk to our residents, meet our staff and take a tour of our serene campus. You’ll see why life happens here! 

440-333-5401 • thenormandy.com

22701 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116

440-333-5400 • thenormandy.com

22709 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116

 University Hospitals has announced plans to build 
a $32.4 million state-of-the-art outpatient health center 
and freestanding emergency department in North Rid-
geville later this year with a projected completion date 
in 2017.
 The proposed 50,300-square-foot ambulatory health 
center and freestanding emergency department will sit 
on more than 30 acres of land highly visible from I-480, 
I-80/Ohio Turnpike and easily accessed from Route 10.
 “The new health center will allow us to meet the 
increased demand for outpatient services and provide 
primary and specialty care in the communities sur-
rounding UH Elyria Medical Center and St. John Medi-
cal Center,” said Donald Sheldon, MD, President of UH 
Community Hospitals West Region. “The planned new 
construction exemplifies our commitment to improv-
ing access to the highest quality care in an efficient pa-
tient-centered environment.”
 The new health center’s design is being finalized and 
initial plans include a freestanding emergency depart-
ment, outpatient laboratory services, and physical therapy, 
primary and specialty care physician services. Services will 
include UH Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital pediat-
ric services, heart & vascular, orthopaedics, pain manage-
ment, general surgery, and rehabilitation.
 A major component of the new facility, a freestand-
ing emergency department will be operational 24 hours 
per day, 365 days per year. The ED will be fully integrated 
medically and operationally with the UH system and 
provide leading-edge technology and imaging.
 “We welcome University Hospitals. This is an excit-
ing opportunity for significant and positive investments 
that will keep our community vibrant and healthy,” said 
North Ridgeville Mayor G. David Gillock. “As one of the 

UH Plans North Ridgeville Health Center and Freestanding ED

Bob Oleson, North Ridgeville Councilman, North Ridgeville Mayor G. David Gillock,
Paul Tait, Board Director UH Elyria Medical Center and Donald Sheldon, MD,

President of UH Community Hospitals West Region

most forward-thinking health care systems 
in the country, University Hospitals will 
provide extraordinary benefits to our com-
munity for years to come.”
 “Residents in North Ridgeville, Elyria, 
Avon, Westlake and surrounding communi-
ties will have immediate access to life-saving 
technology and medical treatment,” adds 
Dr. Sheldon. “We will respond to heart and 
stroke emergencies with remote EKG moni-
toring and the latest clot-busting medica-
tions. In addition, we can provide critical 
care transport for patients needing a higher 
level of care, such as interventional catheter-
ization and hospitalization if necessary at 
UH Elyria Medical Center, St. John Medical 
Center or UH Case Medical Center.”

 St. Ignatius Alumni safety forces will honor and re-
member Cleveland Police Officer Wayne Leon (#1338), 
who died in the line of duty on June 25, 2000 with a Pre-
Game Warm-up Fundraiser as Saint Ignatius takes on 
Saint Edward this weekend.
 The fundraiser will he held Friday, October 30 at West 
Park Station, 17015 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44111. 
Cost: $20 adults and $10 under 18 yrs. Price includes: draft 
beer, well drinks, house wine, soft drinks, sloppy joes, tater 
tots, pizza and raffle.
 For more information please call Grace Leon (216) 401-
7109 or Tony Gorsek work (216) 623-5008 leave message 
for call back.
	 **All	proceeds	benefit	the	Wayne	Leon	’86	Scholar-
ship Fund at St. Ignatius High School to honor all those 
who	serve	in	our	safety	forces.

Wayne Leon
Scholarship Fundraiser

 The Rocky River Chamber Music Society presents 
Cuarteto Quiroga, a vibrant string quartet from Spain, 
on Monday, November 16 at 7:30 p.m., West Shore Uni-
tarian Universalist Church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd, Rocky 
River.  The Quartet will perform works by Mozart, We-
bern, and Brahms. There is no admission charge and all 
are welcome.  For further information call 440-333-4296, 
follow on visit Facebook or Twitter, or visit the new web-
site at www.rrcms.org.

Rocky River Chamber
Music Society Concert

Why do it yourself when you can Call a Pro!

440-305-6222



Page 6
Oct. 29 - NOv. 4, 2015

November 10 & 11

A Peek in the Closet...
Holiday shopping will be welcomed by the best craft persons and artists at Mrs. Claus’ 

Closet. Meet a few of the artists appearing at this year’s Closet.

Brenda Witt – I Once Was...
 Brenda Witt came by her talent for sewing and crafting as one of four sisters born to a mother who 
could fashion anything from fabric into something useful and beautiful.  As an adult she worked for Jo-Ann 
Fabrics where she honed her skills and fashion sense into things including these functional, warm, funky, and 
fashion-forward mittens.
 Made from recycled wool sweaters and lined with the softest fleece, these mittens are cut from Brenda’s 
original pattern then carefully sewed together and are completely machine washable.  No two pair are alike 
in color and pattern, the hardest part is deciding which pair or pairs to have!
 Brenda was inspired by her mother to make these warm mittens because her mother’s hands always 
seemed to be cold. She went to a second hand store and bought a wool sweater, washed and felted it 

and started to experiment with a pattern. It “snow-
balled“ from there into a successful business she 
has today.
 I Once Was..., her business name inspired 
by her recycling sweaters and colorful buttons into 
these beautiful mittens. Several folks have brought 
her sweaters of loved ones who have passed in or-
der for her to create a one of a kind mementos from 
the sweater to gift and cherish in memory.
 Brenda looks forward to having you visit her 
booth and browse the countless creations she has 
mastered.

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

Cindy Burger
Sweet Meadow Farm

“I cut out and hand paint all my wood. Most of 
my items can be personalized free. If you have 

something specific in mind that you would like me 
to make just let me know. I have been working on 

some new items for fall and Christmas I will be 
adding them to my website and have them at the 

shows.” www.sweetmeadowsfarm.net

Jim Lanza – Foundry Wood Products
Jim Lanza, a photographer and printer from Cleveland, pres-

ents a unique style of printing that brings together manipulated 
images with vintage undertones to his art. He calls his style 
“Woodprinting.” He not only prints images directly to wood 

surfaces, he then distresses the prints and edges with the use 
of a propane torch. This method further enhances the vintage 

feel of the sepia prints. Aside from his own photography, a por-
tion of his collection consists of found images from around the 
world that are nearly a century old that he manipulates before 
printing and burning. A portion of his sales are donated to an 

organization that plants trees around the world.

Karly West – The Republic of Cute®

The Republic of Cute® is a “happiness promoting” charac-
ter designer whose thoughtful creations celebrate humor, 

education, and a lighthearted, youthful attitude towards life.

Martha Ponn – Jewelry Design
“Since 1992, I have been creating and exhibiting my collection of unique jewelry designs. I 

received my training in silversmithing at the Cultural Arts Center in Columbus, OH, and have 
continued my education through independent studies. I have enjoyed membership in Ohio 

Designer Craftsmen, the Ohio Arts and Crafts Guild, 
The Worthington Area Art League, Women’s Art 

Group of Granville, and more. Designing and creat-
ing jewelry is immensely satisfying for me. I especial-
ly enjoy working with  beauty in all forms. Sculpting 
with the pure silver of precious metal clay and com-
bining color, shape, and form with polymer clay and 
semi-precious stones offers unlimited possibilities. 
Designs are sketched, then formed from precious 

metal clay, kiln fired, and polished. I hand form and 
hammer ear wires and metal shapes. I then put these 
pieces and all our silver through an environmentally 

safe, nano ceramic coating process that makes them 
tarnish resistant and hypo allergenic. They are then 
combined with semi-precious stones, polymer clay 
beads made by myself, pearls, shell, glass, sterling 
silver, and gold filled metals.” 740-364-0673, www.

marthaponn.com, mponn@roadunner.com

Heather Smotzer
Heather is a fine jewelry designer using sterling silver, 

copper and brass that is hand punched and hand 
textured. Many pieces are layered and hand riveted 

together. All pieces are one of a kind and hand made 
by Heather using different metalsmithing techniques.

Peggy Czellath – Creatively Yours Floral Accents
“Creatively Yours Floral Accents originated in 1989 and was thought to be a ‘hobby’ of floral cre-

ations for friends and family.  We participated in church bizarres and small craft shows.  Experience 
and a maturing and sophisticated style have now promoted us to art shows with great exposure and 
a growing clientele throughout northern Ohio. Unique containers and quality stems have made our 

year round, everlasting florals attractive to customers 
while at the same time affordable. With the love of art 
and our growth, Creatively Yours donates portions of 

proceeds to ministries and Hospice.”

Susan Radbourne – renewed designs
“renewed designs are unique, functional home and garden décor. I collect quality objects (frames, vases, candle 

holders, vintage glass) from estate sales and thrift shops. I deconstruct these usable items using my Dremel 
as a ‘saw.’ I reconstruct the 
‘new’ pieces by embellishing 
them with repurposed jewelry 

bits, collectible finds, glass 
and metal pieces. I add 

brightly colored anodized 
aluminum wire to create my 
signature pieces: renewed 
designs. Each piece is truly 
unique. My art is reasonably 
priced, ranging from elegant 

to everyday and fancy to 
funky. I show and sell these 
functional art pieces at art 
shows in Northeast Ohio. 
renewed designs are also 

found in two Ohio galleries: 
Gabby Road Studio, Norwalk, 
Ohio and Coppertop Gallery 

in Loudonville, Ohio.”

Bucura Designs
“Each piece of Bucura wearable art is created from 

something that has 
had a previous life.  
Take a look, you 

may see pieces from 
a beloved sweater, 
a jacket out-grown, 
or a suit that went 
totally out of style. 

Whatever the source, 
be assured that I 
have rescued that 
item and restyled it 

into an original piece 
of wearable art. 

Every Bucura piece 
is an inspired original 
and unique, just like 
the individual who 

will enjoy it!”
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You’re invited to

A Peek in the Closet

Shopping Event & Ladies Night Out

A 45 Year Holiday Tradition!

Shop through rooms filled with the beautifully handmade crafts

of over 75 artisans! Enjoy delicious food prepared by

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Center.

Mrs. Claus’ Closet

Tuesday, November 10

“A Peek in the Closet”

A special wine & cheese preview party

to benefit Kidney Foundation of Ohio

Wednesday, November 11

Open to the public - 10 am-8 pm

Admission: $5

www.mrsclauscloset.com

Tuesday, November 10 from 4 to 8 pm 

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility

25777 Detroit Road, Westlake

Join us for a preview

wine and cheese

party to benefit

LaCentre Conference & Banquet Facility • 25777  Detroit Rd., Westlake

$30 per person presale 

$35 at the door 

Includes a unique shopping experience

with two wine tickets and a selection

of cheese and crackers.

Call your girlfriends!

For reservations, go to 

www.mrsclauscloset.com

At the 45th Annual Mrs. Claus’ Closet Fine Craft Show

Presented by The Women’s Journal

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD CRAFT FEST - NOV. 21 & 22

At Medina High School during Medina’s Candlelight Walk. For more info: www.christmasaroundtheworldmedina.com
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 Rae-Ann Suburban Skilled Nurs-
ing & Rehabilitation Facility in West-
lake, Ohio celebrated the opening of its 
modern new therapy gym yesterday in a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony with Westlake 
Mayor Dennis Clough.
 Rae-Ann Suburban specializes in 
orthopedic rehabilitation and has one 
of the area’s most accomplished teams of 
wound care specialists. Named six years 
in a row to the prestigious “America’s 
Best Nursing Homes” list by U.S. News 
& World Report, the family-owned facil-
ity is one of five Rae-Ann skilled nursing, 

Rae-Ann Suburban Debuts State-of-the-Art Therapy Gym
Award-winning	Westlake	Skilled	Nursing	&	Rehabilitation	Facility	Cuts	Ribbon	on	Stunning	New	Center	for	Physical,	Occupational,	and	Speech	Therapy

rehabilitation, and assisted living centers 
in the greater Cleveland area.
 “Our new therapy gym is a dream 
come true and the culmination of years 
of planning,” stated Rae-Ann owner John 
Griffiths. “Many of our staff, patients, 
and professionals helped us design and 
build this space to be the most function-
al, beautiful, and advanced therapy facil-
ity in the region.
 “Eighty-eight percent of our pa-
tients are able to be rehabilitated and 
discharged with an average length of 
stay of less than 30 days,” Griffiths ex-

plained. “This new facility and 
its cutting-edge equipment will 
enable our therapy team to con-
tinue to provide the highest lev-
el of rehabilitation care on the 
West side and facilitate shorter, 
more effective post-acute care 
stays.”
 The new therapy gym 
offers the only Omni® VR Vir-
tual Rehabilitation equipment 
on the West side. An ideal tool 
for rehabilitating post-acute pa-
tients recovering from stroke, 
joint replacement, or car-

diac surgery and helping 
strengthen and condition 
those dealing with COPD/
CHF, arthritis, or other 
chronic health issues, this 
state-of-the-art technol-
ogy uses a 3D camera to 
capture the patient’s move-
ment. Specialized software 
creates a “real time” inter-
active therapy environ-
ment for six skilled exercise 
categories with multiple 
levels of difficulty: balance, 
gait training, wheelchair 
mobility, seated exercises, 
upper extremity exercises, 
and cognitive abilities.
 The new therapy gym 
offers a large, bright sur-
roundings with high ceilings and mul-
tiple windows overlooking a flower-filled 
courtyard and fountain. The facility also 
features:
	 •	 A	 NeuroCom	 Balance	 Master,	 a	
computerized assessment and rehabili-
tation tool used to evaluate balance and 
mobility disorders;
	 •	A	full	kitchen	to	help	patients	pre-

pare to return home;
	 •	 Electrical	 stimulation	 (TENS,	
PENS) , ultrasound, and electrically in-
duced heat (diathermy);
	 •	Low	 impact	cardiovascular	work-
outs (NuStep) and motorized rehabilita-
tion systems (Omnicycle).
 For more information, go to www.
rae-ann.net or call (440) 835-3004. Omni® VR Virtual Rehabilitation equipment.

Kerry Neal, Administrator Rae Ann Suburban,
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough and John Griffiths, Co-Owner,

Rae-Ann Suburban, cut the ribbon.

 Play in Bay is a feather in the cap of all Bay Village residents. After twenty years, the work of many 
is not forgotten. One cannot pass this structure without remembering how much time and heart went into 
it. For those new to Bay, in 1995, volunteers built the playground. Bay Village Kiwanis played a major role 
in financing, building and scheduling. When speaking with Connie Deiken, she said she learned to use 
power tools that she never expected to use in her lifetime. Kim Campbell said the work was difficult and 
despite going home tired, they built a camaraderie among the group that remains today. The volunteer 
work continues, out of this community effort grew the need to manage donations, hence was born The Bay 
Village Foundation. Thanks to then Mayor, Tom Jelepis, Councilmen T. Richard Martin and Wayne Reese 
and law director, Gary Ebert, the fund was established.
 Now, the Bay Village Foundation has announced plans to refurbish the playground with the help of 
the community. So far, the community response to the Foundation’s plans has been very positive, and 
a recent appeal netted over $24,000 of the $90,000 needed to complete the project. The Bay Village 
Foundation President, Al Paulus says, “We are off to a great start, but we will need to continue our efforts 

New Fun for Kids at Play in Bay
A message from the Bay Village Foundation...

in order to reach our goal. Play in Bay is a won-
derful community asset, and this project will help 
assure that it continues as a blessing for the chil-
dren of our community for many years to come”
 Phase I of the project should be completed by 
the end of October. For that, a big thank you goes 
not only to the 170 plus people who have donated 
so far, but also to the City as well, for assisting with the installation of the new features, reducing the overall 
project cost. Phase I includes an expansion of the current playground toward the tennis courts and the addition 
of a 3 section rock climbing wall, hand-over-hand parallel bars, two chinning bars, 90 degree tri-rung hand-over-
hand ladder, double cargo net wall, balance beam and 8 stepping pods. Donors will be given the opportunity to 
sponsor any one of the new features.
 “We are grateful to the Bay Village Foundation in coordinating the project, and for the generosity 
of the citizens of our community. The city is lucky to have a civic organization that does so much for the 
community!” says Recreation Director, Dan Enovitch.
 Contributions may be made to: The Bay Village Foundation, P.O. Box 40122, Bay Village OH; 
or, on line at thebayvillagefoundation.org.
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Time is the one thing we can’t get back. 
So this Fall spend less time in the yard and

more time with your family! Call us to do the
groundwork, so you don’t have to.

Tired of shoveling? Sick of your snow blower not
starting? Call us to help you get through this winter.
Stay warm and safe the rest of this winter and let us

do the Groundwork so you don’t have to.

 Landscape Design
 Water Features
 Outdoor Lighting

 Pavers Patios
 Lawn Care
 Irrigation / Sprinklers

 Snow Removal
 Retaining Walls
 Outdoor Kitchens

Specializing in:

440.930.8400  |  groundworkslanddesign.com

et us create & maintain yourL
ream property.D



 The Avon Lake City Schools are honoring two retir-
ees with send-off retirement receptions.
 The first, Oct. 23, honored Paul Holland, former 
Westview Elementary School principal. Supt. Robert 
Scott presented Holland with the district’s traditional re-
tirement bell, as well as a glass trophy to the applause of 
staff, administrators, former students, family and friends.
 “Paul Holland has had a great career at multiple po-
sitions in Avon Lake,” said Scott. “He was loved by staff 
and students. He epitomized what an educator should 
be….he did everything possible to make every student 
successful. He never had a student that he did not treat 
with respect and make sure that they knew that they were 
loved. He will be missed as his hard work and dedication 
to Avon Lake City Schools and our students will always 
be remembered and appreciated.”
 Holland began his career in Avon Lake in 1991 as a 
sixth-grade teacher at Learwood Middle School He also 
taught sixth-grade at Troy Intermediate School. Holland 
returned to Learwood in 2001 to become the school’s 
assistant principal. In 2003, he was named principal at 
Westview. He retired, effective July 31, 2015.

 “Paul was a wonderful person and principal,” said 
Nick Moore, current Westview Elementary School prin-
cipal. “He treated everyone with respect and always 
looked at the best qualities in everyone he encountered. 
One of his famous sayings was, ‘Love the kids, love the 
kids, love the kids.’”
 Holland is currently the principal at Westwood El-
ementary School in Wellington.
 A second retirement party is planned for Oct. 29 to 
honor Dr. Joanie Walker, former Avon Lake High School 
principal. The reception will held in the high school’s 
Media Center, 175 Avon Belden Road. She will be pre-
sented with the district’s traditional retirement bell, as 
well as a glass trophy.

Dr. Joanie Walker
 “Dr. Joanie Walker had an outstanding career as the 
Avon Lake High School principal,” said Scott. “Dr. Walker 
is a respected educator in all areas of the field. Her tenure 
was marked with success academically, extra- curricularly 
and co-curricularly. The high school principal position is 
one of the toughest jobs in education. Dr. Walker is a true 

professional that led her building to ongoing improvement 
in all areas. Her hard work and dedication will long be ap-
preciated as we continue to build on what she has imple-
mented. I want to thank Dr. Walker for her work at Avon 
Lake High School, the entire district and for kids.”
 Dr. Walker began her tenure at Avon Lake High School 
as principal in 2006. She retired, effective June 30, 2015.
 She currently works as the executive assistant to the 
managing director, healthcare at Huntington Bank.
 The celebration will also feature a performance by 
the school’s Merples choral group.
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32652 Center ridge rd., north ridgeville  440.353.9580
In Millscreek Commons 1/4 Mile West of Barton Rd., 5 Min. from Crocker Park

LUNCH: W, Th, Fri 11-3     DINNER: M-Th 4-8:30 / Fr & Sat 4-9:30 / Sun 4-7:30
www.ninosnorthridgeville.Com

Order your holiday pastas now!
Nino’s has a Banquet Room open for all your needs

- Showers, Meetings, After Funeral Services“ ”

“
Hours:

Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Fast - Affordable - Friendly - Walk-In

33113 Center Ridge Rd. • Mills Creek Plaza
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

Phone: 440-353-3755

 Halloween is almost here, which means candy-seeking witch-
es and zombies will be flocking to your door. They’re not all that 
frightening, of course. But in the investment world, you do need to 
watch out for some seemingly scary types.
 For example, beware the Horrendous Headline. Whether it’s 
political squabbles at home or economic turmoil in the eurozone, 
you can always find potential calamities that could seemingly dis-
rupt the financial markets. But the markets have been resilient, so 
look past the headlines – and keep looking for appropriate invest-
ment opportunities.
 You also need to recognize the Terrible Tipster – someone who 
will steer you to “hot” investments that aren’t so hot.
 And don’t get alarmed by the Scary Statement. Your monthly 
investment statements can look bad when the market is down, but if 
you look back over many years, you might see a brighter picture.
 Upon closer inspection, the things that may appear fright-
ening to investors aren’t so terrifying. By creating an appropriate 
strategy, and sticking with it, you can remove a lot of fear from 
investing.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor located 
at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

Beware of Scary Inhabitants
of the Investment World

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for complete story

Dana Banyasz, AAMS®

574 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 | (440) 808-0139

 Youth Challenge provides adapt-
ed sports and recreational oppor-
tunities to children with physical 
disabilities. Trained teen volun-
teers are paired one-on-one 
with participants to play, so-
cialize and have fun.  YC serves 
children throughout Northeast 
Ohio and has offices in Westlake 
and Shaker Heights. 
 For more information, visit 
www.youthchallengesports.com, or call 440-892-1001.

 Stock up on unique holiday gifts and enjoy an 
afternoon of shopping under one roof at the Holi-
day Gift Bazaar on Sunday, November 8, 1-5 p.m. at 
Youth Challenge, 800 Sharon Dr. in Westlake.
 Over 25 vendors will be selling jewelry, arts and 
craft items, home decor and much more.  There will 
be 50/50 raffle and Gift Basket raffles too.  All raffle 
proceeds will support Youth Challenge programs. 
 Admission is $5.00 and includes a drink ticket, 
light appetizers and a raffle ticket.  Purchase admis-
sion tickets online at www.youthchallengesports.
com, or at the door.

Youth Challenge:
Get a Jump on Holiday Shopping!

Avon Lake City Schools Honor Two Retirees

Dr. Joanie WalkerPaul Holland

 The Westlake High School Speech and Debate 
Team kicked off its season at Carrollton High School 
last weekend with all teams placing in the tournament. 
 Nine team members competed, with three Varsity 
team members volunteering as judges. 
 All three teams placed in the top six – an unprec-

WHS Speech & Debate Teams Place in Tournament
edented showing for the WHS team: 
 • The Public Forum Team of freshmen Talya 
Jeter and Ethan Simon placed 2nd. 
 • The Public Forum Team of freshmen Talia 
Zheng and Meghana Tandon placed 4th. 
 • The Public Forum Team of freshmen Thomas 
Hanson and Rebekah Hardy placed 6th. 
 Team captains are junior Bradley Katcher 
and senior Allyson Simon, who serve as team 
coaches. Bradley and Allyson, along with Var-
sity debater sophomore Valentina Wolf, served 
as volunteer judged. 

 WHS competed against schools from Wooster, Canton MicKin-
ley, Hoover, Poland Seminary, Carrollton, Canfield, GlenOak, East 
Liverpool, Perry, Tusky Valley, Tuslaw and Jackson.
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Heavenly Circle Home Care

440-282-8022 | Fax 440-282-8024

Serving the
Greater Cuyahoga & 
Lorain County areas

Low Affordable Home Care for the
Elderly and Disable Community

Comfort of Own Home or Assistant Living Setting
Personal Care • Companionship

• Homemakers Services

Private Pay, United 
Health, Care Source,

Buckeye Waiver, TDD, 
Passport Waiver, DD 

and Carestar

Available Around 
the Clock

Accredited by the 
Joint Commision

947 Broadway Ave, Suite 203, Lorain, OH 44052

• Virus and Spyware Removal
• Speed up a Slow Computer
• Personal Computer Tutoring
• New Hardware Installation

• Home Networking
• System Upgrades
•• Troubleshooting

• And More!

 With a 33-14 win over Elyria Catholic Friday night, the Rocky River High football 
team clinched the first-ever Great Lakes Conference championship.
 The win put the Marooners at 8-1 overall this season and 5-0 in the league. River can 
claim an unbeaten conference mark with a win over Holy Name this Friday.
 Heading into the playoffs, it looks like Rocky River and Bay will qualify for Div. 3 Region 
8 play. Bay is ranked sixth and River, despite beating Bay by three points in September, is 
ranked 7th. The top 8 in the region will advance to opening round playoff action on Nov. 6.

Rocky River is First GLC Football Champ New Safety Strobe Lights Aid
Bay Village School Buses

 Bay Village Schools Supt. Clint 
Keener heard from parents this fall 
that some automobile drivers were 
passing stopped school buses in the 
morning. The complaints prompted 
the district to test a strobe warning 
light as an additional, and hard-to-ig-
nore, signal that the bus had stopped.
 “The situation seems to be more 
of a problem on Lake Road,” Keener 
said, noting that the Bay Village sec-
tion of Route 2 is heavy with com-
muters to downtown Cleveland in 
the mornings.
 “People are in a hurry. Maybe 
they don’t understand the traffic laws. But this is a reminder that really gets a driver’s at-
tention.” The lights are approved for school buses by the Ohio State Highway Patrol.
 The new School Bus Warning Light, made by Akron’s Weldon Company (a division of 
Akron Brass), is a strobe light that is mounted on both sides of the front and rear bumpers 
of the school bus at a motorist’s eye level. The lights measure five inches long and just over 
a half-inch wide, flashing red and white in quick bursts of light. The district tried them on 
one bus, and the bus driver and parents reported that it seemed to make a difference.
 “The cost is about $400 per bus,” said Keener. “We’ll be adding the lights to all our 
Lake Road-route buses as an additional deterrent, and we’ll continue to monitor their ef-
fectiveness.”
 Ohio law requires that drivers on both sides of a two-lane road must stop for a school 
bus when it displays flashing red lights and the stop-sign arm is extended (although a 
failure of the lights working is not a defense for passing a school bus that is stopped to 
pick up or drop off students).
 The school bus driver may report this infraction, and motorists can be ticketed if re-
ported. Drivers charged with violating the school bus law must appear in court and could 
be fined up to $500 and/or have their driver’s license suspended. Further details can be 
found in Ohio Revised Code 4511.75.

Safety strobe lights have been added to some Bay Village 
school buses. They measure five inches wide, flash red and 

white, and are placed at motorists’ eye level.

 Members of Cuyahoga West 
Chapter of the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society [OGS] will offer free 
family history research assis-
tance, to the public, from 1-2:30 
p.m., on Wednesday, November 
4, in the computer lab, Westlake 
Porter Public Library. If you have 
data recorded to pedigree and/
or family group sheets, please 
bring these forms, as they will 
aid the volunteers in helping you. 
For questions or additional infor-
mation, visit www.rootsweb.an-
cestry.com/~ohcwogs or E-mail: 
cuyahogawest@gmail.com

Genealogists
to Meet

 Kelsy Wermer’s Spanish students 
at Dover Elementary participated in 
the third annual Hispanic Heritage 
Month post contest. More than 40 
students participated with the fol-
lowing winners by grade level: 
 Second Grade: 1st Place - Nadi-
ra Clark for her Dominican Republic 
poster. 2nd place - Grace Augustine 
for Puerto Rico & Ryan Turk for 
Guatemala. 3rd place - Sehna Muel-
ler & Rebecca Jewell for Mexico 
 Third Grade: 1st place - Quinn 
Wagner & Melina Zupan for Buenos 
Aires. 2nd place - Kristen Evans for 
Xcaret and Maya Zanotti for Tikal. 
3rd place - Caden Amy for Leon, 
Nicagagua; Dominic Napoli for Bar-
celona; and Matthew Shaver for Tor-
res del Paine 
 Fourth Grade: 1st place - Steph-
anie Nivellini & Colette Wagner for 
San Jose. 2nd place - Caleb Stives for 
Santiago Bemabau and Ani Devara-
jan for Mexico City. 3rd place - Katie 
Kretzinger & Lucy Durbin for Gua-
dalajara 

Dover Elementary Wins
Spanish Heritage Poster Contest
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For Merrier

Holiday Parties
Celebrate with BRIO!

Brioitalian.com
Crocker Park • 200 Crocker Park Blvd.  |  Westlake, OH 44145  |  440-250-8630  |  Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Consider Brio for your next event. At Brio, we believe great food and
celebration go hand-in-hand. So, sit back and let us do the work for you!
We’re happy to accommodate your party in any way we can, so no matter

the size of your event you can expect a delightful dining experience.

Sit back and let uS
do the work for you!


