
 Congratulations to the Avon High School Mighty Eagle Marching Band for earning a Superior rating at the Ohio Music Education 
Association (OMEA) State Band finals in Brunswick this past 
weekend.
 Below are some facts regarding the band’s history 
with the OMEA Marching Band State Competition, and 
State Competition overall.
 • Since 1997 (the first state competition performance 
for Avon), this is the 8th Superior rating at State earned 
by the Avon Mighty Eagle Marching Band. Superiors were 
earned in: 1997, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2006, and 2007.
 • This is the first time that we have earned a Superior 
in Class AA at State.
 • Some 2016 OMEA State figures (2017 data is not 
available yet, and regrettably, there were some cancelled state performances at Dayton this week due to inclement weather). **In 
2016, 212 bands competed at OMEA Competitions **of those bands, around half qualified for State *Out of those bands that qualified 
for State, only 50-60% of those bands earned a Superior rating at State).
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State Bound!
Avon’s Eagles Soar into Football Finals

 Football practice on Thanksgiving means one thing - a great 
season!
 For the 13-0 Avon High Eagles, the 2017 football season is go-
ing into the books as one of the greatest ever.
 Avon is headed to the state semifinals for the third time in 
school history this weekend.
 The Eagles captured a Div. II Regional Championship with a 
55-14 pounding of SWC rival Olmsted Falls at North Ridgeville’s 
UH St. John Medical Center Field last Friday night. It was Avon’s 
second win over Falls this season after beating the 11-2 Bulldogs 
31-7 in September.
 Avon now faces 12-1 Archbishop Hoban of Akron this Friday 
at Brunswick Auto Mart Stadium. Hoban, twice a state champ, 
lost only to St. Ignatius this season, 17-3. But Avon ended the 
regular season as Ohio’s Number One Div. II team in AP polls. 
Hoban was ranked 5th. Both teams enter state competition as the 
top seeds from their regions.
 Winner will go to the state championship game and meet the 

Avon High School Band Superior Rating

The Avon Eagles, 2017 Div. II Regional Champs!

Light Up Bay Village
for the Holiday Season

Last year’s Bay Village
Cahoon Christmas

 Once again this holiday season, the Christmas 
spirit will shine a little more brightly in Bay Village.
 The Bay Village Historical Society and the 
Bay Village Kiwanis are asking Bay residents and 
children of all ages to join them in celebrating 
an old-fashioned community Christmas on Sun-
day, Dec. 3, 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. A kickoff to the 
holiday season, the event will include a chil-
dren’s craft at Rose Hill Museum, the reading 
of holiday stories, caroling and crafts for kids in 
the Bay Village Community House, the Kiwanis 
Christmas tree sale, a visit by Santa Claus and 
the lighting of the community tree in the Ca-
hoon Memorial Park gazebo. Residents can help 
to “Light up Bay Village” by placing luminaries in 

continued on page 2

An emotional Coach Mike Elder is presented the Div. II Regional Championship
trophy by Eagle team members Alex Waters (37) and Kyle Kudla (40).

continued on page 3

victor of Friday’s Massillon Washington 
(10-3) vs. Cincinnati Winton Woods 
(12-1) at Columbus St. Francis DeSales 
Alumni Stadium.

One for Coach
 Last week was especially significant 
for Avon Coach Mike Elder, his family 
and the team. Coach Elder lost his fa-
ther earlier in the week, and the team 
was on a mission as they entered the 
game.
 “Players, you don’t know how much 
this meant to my family,” said Coach El-
der to his team after the game. “It was 
an emotional week and I know that you 
guys had my back. I could tell before we 
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Life has never looked better!

Rocky River High School Students Make
a Difference Through Change Drive

 Inspired by a European Global Lead-
ership Summit experience in 2016, Rocky 
River High School (RRHS) students Lau-
ren Hickey and Payton Szymczak were 
looking for a way to make a difference in 
their own school.
 Lauren and Payton are members 
of RRHS’ Bridge to the World student 
travel program, which aligns with the 
school district’s Strategic Plan. The pro-
gram provides educational opportunities 
to students, placing them in a position to 
be globally competitive as they transition 
into higher education and the workforce. 
The program stretches across curricula 
and includes a series of trips with individ-
ual objectives and academic importance 
– for example, home-stay experiences, 
world language immersions and student 
leadership opportunities.
 Through the Bridge to the World 
Program, Lauren and Payton attended a 
Global Leadership Summit in Europe over the summer in 2016. Their trip took them to 
Ireland, London and The Hague, where they explored human rights in a global context 
and examined the historical and cultural factors that influence international laws.
 “On this trip we gained a deeper understanding of past injustices, examined current 
efforts to protect human rights and reflected on the responsibility we each have to pre-
serve these rights,” Lauren said, adding that they were inspired by a presentation about 
UNICEF and its work defending the rights of children around the world.
 For more information on RRHS’ Bridge to the World program, visit sites.google.
com/a/rrcs.org/bridges/home. For more information about UNICEF South Africa visit 
www.unicef.org/southafrica/activities.html.

Left to Right: Maddie Patton, Luke Coyne,
Payton Szymczak, Hanna Tomsik.

Rocky River Middle School Recognized 
at State Level for Teaming Practices

 Rocky River Middle 
School was recognized 
for its teaming practices 
at the Ohio Middle Level 
Association (OMLA) 
Annual State Conference 
recently in Columbus.
 The 2017 Compo-
nent Award recognizes 
schools that embrace 
middle school philoso-
phy, and utilize and 
promote teaming. The 
school underwent an 
on-site visit from OMLA 
members prior to receiv-
ing the award.
 Winning schools had to meet five criterion, including:
	 •	Displays	 of	 team	pride,	 student	 ownership,	 student	 expectations	 and	 a	 sense	of	
community.
	 •	Teacher	autonomy	with	students,	including	flexible	scheduling	for	large	and	small	
group activities, and grouping students based on student needs.
	 •	 Lessons,	 techniques	 and	 assessments	 appropriate	 to	 the	needs	of	 young	 adoles-
cents.
	 •	Consistent,	ongoing	communication	between	parents	and	teams.
	 •	Professional	development	opportunities	to	enhance	teaming.
 In her application, Principal Megan Rose identified several areas RRMS provides 
unique	teaming	activities,	including	team	meetings	with	individual	students	for	encour-
agement, flipped science classes allow students exposure to new teaching strategies, par-
ent essays that provide insight into their children, and team members attending graduate 
classes together to design common standards and instructional methods.

Members of the RRMS leadership team who attended the annual confer-
ence were Jeff Smith, Matt England, Ben Purdy, Chandra Juhasz, Megan 

Rose, Jenneva Hill, Susan Weber, Terri McNeely and Dave Opdycke.

their yards that evening.
 Bay Village community groups are in-
vited to participate by decorating a holiday 
wreath,	to	be	displayed	in	the	gazebo.	Ta-
bles in the Community House are available 
for the sale of Christmas ornaments and 
merchandise. Any civic or school groups 
interested in taking part in the festivities or 
selling holiday merchandise should con-
tact Cynthia Eakin at info@bayhistorical.
com or 216-213-0312, Rhonda Schneider 
at baykiwanis@gmail.com or 216-225-
6538, or Bay Kiwanis President Foster Mc-
Masters at 440-670-5388.

Light Up Bay Village for the Holiday Season
continued from page 1  Santa Claus will leave the Bay Lodge 

on a fire truck at 2 p.m. and will arrive 
at the Community House about 3 p.m. 
The Bay High Choraleers will sing holi-
day tunes beginning at 3:15 p.m. The 
Fairytale Foundation will provide photo 
opportunities. There will be a reading 
of,	 “’Twas	 the	Night	 before	Christmas.”	
The tree lighting will take place at the 
gazebo at about 4:15 p.m. The Bay Vil-
lage Community Theatre will present 
a full production of the holiday classic, 
“A Christmas Carol,” beginning at 6 p.m. 
in the Community House. Admission is 
free and open to the public.
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came out to the field that you had that 
energy level about you. I love every 
single one of you!
 “My mom and dad were married 
55 years,” added the coach as the team 
erupted in cheers. “I know you had my 
back.”

Team is Family 
in Avon

 Yes, team is family in Avon, and 
so is the American Flag. The Avon 
High football team is not afraid to take 

continued from page 1

State Bound! Avon’s Eagles Soar into Football Finals

A Regional Title trophy for Avon High. This was the third 
Regional championship in Avon football history.

Ryan Maloy races past the Olmsted Falls defense on his 80 yard TD run 
to open the second half against Falls. The junior quarterback posted 174 

rushing yards and three touchdowns in the game and also went 9-16 
passing for 145 yards and a TD.

Kyle Kudla (40) led the Avon defense in throttling Olmsted Falls Friday.

Nick Perusek on his way to a first half TD. Perusek rushed for
50 yards rushing and added a pair of TDS in the victory.

Alex Waters recovers a Falls fumble as teammates celebrate in 
the first half to stop a Bulldog possession short.

Two-way star Mark Steinmetz rushed for 108 yards on offense and 
spearheaded a stingy Eagle defense that limited Falls to less than 

200 yards in total offense. Avon’s 55-14 win over Olmsted Falls 
Friday was the second of the year over Olmsted Falls. Avon beat 
the Bulldogs, 31-7, on Sept. 1. Falls had just two defeats all year.

“I know you guys had my back,” said Coach Elder after the game.
“You don’t know how much this meant to my family.”

www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com
for more photos

a knee after each and every game. And Coach 
Elder was the first after Friday’s win over Ol-
msted Falls to encourage gratitude. “Let’s all 
think about those we love and those who are 
most important to us,” said Elder at the con-
clusion of the Regional Championship cel-
ebration. “So let’s take a knee and think about 
them.” Amen!
 This year’s Regional title was the third in 
Avon football history. The Eagles advanced to 
state in 1996 and 2011. They fell in the D. V 
semifinals in 1996 and were the Div. II runner-
up in 2011.

The Avon Eagles celebrates as Athletic Director Erich Frombach
presents the Regional Championship trophy.

David Orlando races past a Falls defender en route to an Avon
touchdown. Orlando had six catches for 88 yards and a TD.
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Offi ce open daily 10 am to 6 pm 
including weekends!
Located at Miller and Walker 
Roads in Avon Lake.

Visit our site:
www.aquamarineluxuryapartments.com

Garden Homes
1 & 2 BR’s $859 to $1400’s
Townhomes
1, 2, 3 BR’s $999 to $1500’s

Townhomes:
• Private Entries
• Cozy Front Porches
• Vaulted Ceilings
• 1 & 2 Car Garages

Garden Homes:
• Elevator Access
• 24/7 Security
• Attached Garages

Short term leases available. Furnished & Unfurnished

• Heated Pool
• Fitness Club
• Tanning
• Sport Court
• Pub Room
• Party Rooms
• Golf Course
•  Peaceful, Natural

Setting
•  Walk to lake-front 

Park with Pier, Beach 
& Boat Launch

The Area’s Finest 
Clubhouse offering 

a Country Club 
Atmosphere.

Luxury Apartment Homes

BRAND NEW
APARTMENTS

  BRAND
NEW! 

Aqua Marine Apartments 
by Kopf Builders

750 Aqua Marine Blvd.  • Avon Lake, OH  44012

440-933-0250

1028_AquamarineLuxApartments_FHG_6x8_1.indd   1 10/20/2015   12:55:30 PM

1 & 2 BR’s $899 to $1400’s

by Kopf Properties

Around Avon Lake Schools

LEAPSgiving!

Happy Halloween from Erieview

	 Avon	 Lake	 High	 School	 PTA	 presents	
the 21st Annual Christmas By-The-Lake 
Craft show on Saturday, December 2 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Avon Lake 
High School, 175 Avon Beldon Rd., 
(rt. 83) ALHS Auxiliary Gym.
 Over 90 vendors featuring one of 
a kind items, candles, wreaths, food, gifts, 
handmade jewelry and much more. Admission is $3, children under 10 are 
free. Proceeds support the students of Avon Lake High School.

21st Annual Christmas-By-
The-Lake Craft Show

 The Avon Garden Club will install its 2018 offi-
cers at an Installation Banquet and Holiday Celebra-
tion on Tuesday, December 5. The festivities will be-
gin at 6 p.m. at the Avon Isle at 37080 Detroit Road 
Avon, OH 44011-4401. The club regularly meets on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. from Janu-
ary through May and September through November in the Orchid Room at the Miller Nature Preserve at 
2739 Center Rd, Avon, OH 44011. We welcome gardening aficionados as well as gardeners who simply like 
to dabble. We’re sure you’ll find our educational programs interesting and informative. Attend our pro-
grams and get to know us. Direct inquiries to Cynthia Murnyack-Czarnecki, president of the Avon Garden 
Club, at (440) 937-0037. www.avongardenclub.org

Avon Garden Club Installation Banquet
and Holiday Celebration


