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 You know it’s Christmas when dogs start 
dressing up like elves and head to PAWS by the 
Lake Pet Resort in Avon Lake where Photos with 
Santa make for a special day.
 This year’s fundraiser for the Love-A-Stray 
Dog Division Non-Profit organization was 
Sunday, Dec. 8. Hundreds stopped by for this 
year’s Cowboy Christmas theme and holiday 
extravaganza.
 A small $15 donation for a Professional 
Photo by The Big Picture Photography also got 
the first 150 registrations a goody bag for their 
dog. Complete with amazing Raffles, Door 
Prizes, Free Concessions, Music, Spin to Win 
Game, Vendors and MORE it was a great day! 
Best of all?
 All proceeds to benefit Love-A-Stray Non-
Profit Rescue!

Chi-chi does the 
Christmas cha-cha.

It’s beginning 
to look alot 

like Christmas

Georgie Kaurich and Dennis
Millgard with Bug and

Nash at the Love-A-Stray
photo with Santa Day at PAWS

by the Lake last Sunday.

Getting Their Elf On....

Christmas 
sweater

 The Westlake Fire Dept. has re-
ceived the American Heart Association’s 
Mission: Lifeline® EMS Gold Plus Award 
for implementing quality improvement 
measures for the treatment of patients 
who experience severe heart attacks.
 Every year, more than 250,000 
people experience an ST elevation myo-

Westlake Fire Dept. Earns American Heart Association’s ‘Mission: Lifeline EMS Gold Plus’ Recognition Award
cardial infarction (STEMI) the deadliest type of heart attack 
caused by a blockage of blood flow to the heart that requires 
timely treatment. To prevent death, it’s critical to restore blood 
flow as quickly as possible, either by mechanically opening 
the blocked vessel or by providing clot-busting medication.
 The Mission: Lifeline initiative provides tools, training 
and other resources to support heart attack care following 
protocols from the most recent evidence-based treatment 

guidelines. Mission: Lifeline’s EMS recogni-
tion program recognizes emergency medi-
cal services for their efforts in improving 
systems of care to rapidly identify suspected 
heart attack patients, promptly notify the 
medical center and trigger an early response 
from the awaiting hospital personnel. 
 “The Westlake Fire Dept. is dedicated 
to providing optimal care for heart attack patients,” said Chief James 
Hughes. “We are pleased to be recognized for our dedication and 
achievements in emergency medical care efforts through Mission: Life-
line.”
 “EMTs and paramedics play a vital part in the system of care for those 
who have heart attacks,” said Tim Henry, M.D., Chair of the Mission: 
Lifeline Acute Coronary Syndrome Subcommittee. “Since they often 
are the first medical point of contact, they can save precious minutes 

of treatment time by activating the emer-
gency response system that alerts hospi-
tals to an incoming heart attack patient. 
We applaud the Westlake Fire Dept. for 
achieving this award in following evi-
dence-based guidelines in the treatment 
of people who have severe heart attacks.”

Thank you to the Westlake Fire Dept., honored for their life-saving work.

Capt. Clayton Kovaks, Chief James Hughes, Linda Owen,
UH St. John, Paul Thomas, EMS Coordinator UH St. John and

Alexander Kuhn, American Heart Association

See more photos at TheVillagerNewspaper.com 



continuous and steadfast support of our community.
 “To all our citizens, both residents and business owners, may your holidays be 
blessed with the love of family and friends, and may 2020 be full of happiness, good 
health and prosperity throughout the New Year.”
 The parade from the Gazebo to the stage was a 
cavalcade of fun as school bands and scouts joined in 
carolling and music. Live pony rides were available, 
as well as visits with Santa, Avon School Choir per-
formances, and Gingerbread House competition.
 It was a great night of community spirit, thanks 
to the efforts of all involved. The French Creek Foun-
dation, representing the French Creek District, is 
a non-profit organization run by volunteers. The 
Foundation organizes three primary events annually 
- the Tree Lighting Festival, the Easter Breakfast and 
Egg Hunt, and the Fall into Avon Festival.

 Avon kicked off the holiday season with its gala 
annual Tree Lighting Festival the evening of Satur-
day, Dec. 7.
 Presented by the French Creek Foundation and 
the City of Avon, a special 10-year old girl, Maya Rak, 
helped this year.  Maya is bravely fighting cancer and the 
community dedicated this year’s Tree Lighting to her.
 Maya was a special guest as Lolly the Trolly rode 
from the Gazebo to the Tree Lighting in the Avon 
Municipal Lot. There, she joined with Mayor Bryan 
Jensen and French Creek Foundation President Clint 
Gault on stage. She was escorted by Santa himself and 
invited to throw the big switch to the tree lighting as 
community members joined in a festive count-down.
 “May this Tree Lighting Festival be just the begin-
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Life has never looked better!

Avon Tree Lighting Festival 2019

10-year-old Maya Rak helped Clint Gault, French Creek Foundation President and 
Avon Mayor Bryan Jensen flip the big switch at the Avon Tree Lighting Festival.

“To all our citizens, both residents and business owners, 
may your holidays be blessed with the love of family

and friends, and may 2020 be full of happiness, good
health and prosperity throughout the New Year.”

- Mayor Bryan Jensen

ning to a magical holiday season for you and your family,” said Gault. “I would like to extend a warm thank you to all of 
the sponsors and volunteers. This event is only possible because of your generosity and commitment to our community.”
 “My thanks go out to all the volunteers and sponsors that have made the Christmas Tree Lighting a success 
this year,” said Mayor Jensen. “I know this event 
would not be possible without all the time and 
effort they invested. I am very grateful for their 

See more photos at
TheVillagerNewspaper.com 
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A Very MERRY DECEMEBER
AT THE NORMANDY!

We have a full calendar of incredible holiday events all free and 
open to the community! Join us at the Breakwater Apartments 

(22701 Lake Road, Rocky River) in the Avalon Dining Room 
for holiday cookies, coffee hot chocolate and some festive 

musical cheer.

Monday, December 2, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm 
Rocky River Community Chorus

Monday, December 9, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm
Fairview Park Community Chorus

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm
Bay Village Community Band

Thursday, December 12, 2019 4:00-5:00pm
Arts Connect featuring Kimia Ghaderi, 

Violinist and Andrew Focks, Pianist

Please RSVP to Kim Zdanowicz – 440-333-5401 option 3

 Santa is everywhere this time of year, and nowhere more so than The Normandy Senior Living where their Corridor of 
Claus brightens holiday hearts!

 The Gnomes of the Normandy are a vi-
sual treat as they peer from every corner of 
the Breakwater Apartments! The Normandy 
is filled with Christmas Cheer and offering the 
community a cornucopia of joy this season, 
starting with community holiday concerts all 
week! 
 Stop in for free pie on Dec. 19 from 2-6 
p.m. There are also two all-day holiday events 
on Fri., Dec. 13 and 20 from 10-4. Please stop 
in for lunch, crafts, cookie decorating and 
more! Phone (440) 333-5401 for info.
 Grandchildren of Breakwater Apartments 

Corridor of Claus Brings Joy at The Normandy senior living

resident Jane Anderson created a Christmas Gingerbread House for 
the residents of The Normandy Senior Living to enjoy. The House is 
based on the story of Three Little Pigs.
 The Fairview Community Chorus performed on Dec. 9 and pro-
vided a wonderful feeling of the holiday season.



Now Servicing 
Fitness Equipment

440.772.0010 • FITNESSMACHINETECHNICIANS.COM

Schedule Your Equipment 
Tune-Up Today 

Fitness Machine Technicians 
specializes in the maintenance 
and repair of fitness equipment 
for both commercial facilities and 
homes across the country. Contact 
Kevin Bracy, owner, Fitness Machine 
Technicians of Cleveland.

OUR SERVICES:
> Repair
> Preventative Maintenance
> Parts

on Cleveland’s West Side!
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Private Suites

Call the Admissions Director for more information.

440-871-5900
27601 Westchester Pkwy., Westlake, OH 44145

Westbrook Place Nursing and Rehabilitation has PRIVATE MEDICAID
suites available for Long Term Care & Memory Support!!!

DeficiencyFree Survey

 Fitness Machine Technicians, specialists in the main-
tenance and repair of exercise equipment for commercial 
and residential customers, announced it is now open in 
Cleveland and the greater western suburbs. Kevin Bracy 
of Avon will own and manage the local office.
 Fitness Machine Technicians operates in more than 
70 markets across the country and offers service/repair 
and maintenance on a variety of exercise equipment in 
fitness centers, universities, high schools, hotels, apart-
ment complexes, corporate gyms and private residences.
 Bracy will hire a technician locally and plans to 
hire several more as the business grows. All technicians 
are trained at Fitness Machine Technicians’ headquar-
ters in Philadelphia.
 For more information about having a fitness ma-
chine or exercise facility serviced, please contact Kevin 
Bracy at 440.772.0010 or visit www.FitnessMachine-
Technicians.com/northwest-cleveland.

Avon resident Kevin Bracy opens national 
fitness equipment repair company.

Fitness Machine Technicians Opens
in Cleveland, Lorain, and Sandusky
Avon Resident and Entrepreneur Kevin Bracy Opens National Fitness 

Equipment Repair Company Serving Downtown
Cleveland, the Western Suburbs, Lorain, and Sandusky

 Wednesday, December 18 (3:30-6 p.m.) Super Smash 
Brothers Ultimate Tournament: Teen — Battle it out in Super Smash 
Ultimate for Nintendo Switch to see who will take the top spot and 
reign as champion! Grades 7-12. No registration required.
 Wednesday, December 18 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) Super Smash 
Brothers Ultimate Tournament: Adult — Battle it out in Super Smash 
Ultimate for Nintendo Switch to see who will take the top spot and 

Westlake Porter Public Library Events
reign as champion! No registration necessary.
 Thursday, December 19 (4-4:45 p.m.) Cookie Decorating — 
Engage your child’s senses and encourage messy play while delight-
ing in the fun and wonder of the season. For students with special 
needs ages 3-7 and their typical peers. If you have allergy or diet 
concerns please contact the Youth Services Department at 440-250-
5471. Registration begins December 12.

 Friday, December 20 (4-4:45 p.m.) Got Science? — Have 
you ever wondered how the police figure out a crime? This month 
we’ll figure out the clues to solve a crime. Grades 1 and 2. Registra-
tion begins December 13.
 Saturday, December 21 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) December Fun! 
— ‘Tis the season for fun! Join us as we make homemade crafts to 
enjoy! All ages. No registration required.

Holiday Baskets for Those in Need
 A big shout out to Avon East 
Elementary School and the Avon 
Early Learning Center (students, 
staff, and AVON PTA). Class-
rooms collected donations for 
themed gift baskets for families 
in need through Avon/Avon Lake 
Community Resource Services 
(CRS). Last week the students as-
sembled the baskets and delivered 
them to CRS in Avon Lake. What 
an amazing lesson about what it 
means to give. We love the own-
ership of being kind and generous 
to others! Thank you to everyone 
who donated items.



 Every Bay athlete who has ever played soccer, football or lacrosse or participated in a track & field 
meet at Bay Memorial Stadium knows why we need a new building with heated team rooms. Every athlete, 
band member and Rockette who has carried supplies to and from the school for so many practices knows 
why we need on-site facilities. Every parent or spectator who has attended a game or meet certainly knows 

why we need new restrooms 
and concessions. And every 
parent of middle school and 
elementary age students can 
rest assured that the sooner we 
can make Home of the Rockets 
a reality the better it will be 
those future BHS generations and for the entire community.
 We are grateful to those who led the Field of Dreams campaign a decade ago to install a turf field, and 
this is our chance to continue that tradition and pay it forward by supporting the new Home of the Rockets!  
Please click www.homeoftherockets.org, share it with your friends and family, and donate what you can to 
support One Rocket Nation!
 This new 4,000+ square foot building will include heated home and away team rooms, restrooms, 
concessions, spirit wear shop and a surrounding plaza. Detailed information can be found on the observation 

deck at www.homeoftherockets.org.

BriansFurnitureDesign.com

30808 Center Ridge Rd | Westlake

440-808-2158

ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE
Comfortable sofas... roomy sectionals... beautiful accent 

chairs... all custom tailored in over 850 fabrics and 
leathers and ready to ship in 35 days!

NEW YEARS SALE
J a n u a r y  9 t hD e c e m b e r  2 6 t h

-

North Ridge Tours is a GROUP TRAVEL LEADER member.

Come Along - It’s Fun To Travel!

2020 MULTI-DAY TOURS

INDIANS-BLUE JAYS SERIES
July 17 - 19 . . . . TORONTO WEEKEND . . . . $589.00

3 days/2nights, 3 Indians/Jays games, behind the Indians dug-out, Pellar Winery tour & tasting, 
Continental-International Hotel lodging, Toronto harbor cruise plus coach transportation.

VERMONT FOLIAGE TOUR
Sept. 28 - Oct. 2 . . . . “All Inclusive” . . . . $929.00

5 days/4 nights, 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 4 dinners, daily guided touring, Rockwell Museum of
Magazine Covers, Friesians of Majesty Livery, 2 evenings entertainment plus snacks on our deluxe 

motor coach. The only money that you need is what you wish to spend while in Vermont.

WISCONSIN & THE DELLS
Oct. 12 - 16 . . . . “America’s Little Switzerland” . . . . $949.00

5 days/4 nights Chalet lodging, 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 4 dinners, daily touring to The Dells, Circus 
Headquarters, Mustard Museum, Minhas Old Style Brewery tour & tasting, Alps Dell Cheese factory 

tour, evening Swiss entertainment, and deluxe motor coach transportation with snacks.

THREE DAY CASINO BLITZ
Oct. 26 - 28 . . “Belterra, Rising Star, Lawrenceburg & Scioto Downs” . . $249.00

3 days/ nights Bellterra lodging. Visits to Scioto Downs, Rising Star and Lawrenceburg Casino’s. 
$100.00 Players bonus package plus meal vouchers. Chance to win one of two $25.00 cash cards. 

Motor coach transportation with snacks. Make your reservations early.

Trip prices are per person double occupancy.

North Ridge Tours
5795 Tree Moss Lane, North Ridgeville, OH  44039

440-465-1578

from

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

Thank you for a very successful 2019 Travel Season.
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Home of the Rockets Fundraising Campaign

 Westlake City School District is 
among the districts recognized by the 
State Board of Education for achieving 
high performance, outstanding prog-
ress and momentum for students.
 Westlake is one of 27 school dis-
tricts across the state recognized with 
the Overall A Award for earning an 
overall grade of A on the recent State 
Report Card. Individually, the former 
Bassett Elementary School and Lee 
Burneson Middle School are among 
209 schools received Overall A Awards 
for earning an overall grade of A on 
the recent State Report Card. This is 
the second year LBMS has earned the 
award.
 In addition, LBMS is one of 
173 schools and Westlake is one of 
48 school districts to earn the state 
board’s Momentum Award for exceed-
ing expectations in student growth 
for the year. To earn this designation, 
schools must earn straight A’s on all 
Value-Added measures on the report 
card.
 You can learn more on the Ohio 
Department of Education website.

Westlake
Earns School
Performance 

Awards
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Students at Rocky River Middle School 
(RRMS) are working to spread kindness 
throughout the community during the holi-
day season by teaming up with Rocky River 
Starbucks on Detroit Road.

RRMS Students Spreading Kindness One Cup - and Sleeve - 
at a Time

BriansFurnitureDesign.com

30808 Center Ridge Rd | Westlake

440-808-2158

Manufacturers
Sale

December 26th - January 9th 27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   www.KnickerbockerApartments.org

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

Students are working to create art and designs on 
more than 1,000 coffee sleeves with a message promoting 
kindness and words of encouragement. It is part of the con-
tinued theme at RRMS where “Kindness Matters”. Debbie 
Wodzisz, a secretary in the RRMS counseling department, 
and her daughter, Sara, a 2018 RRHS graduate, initiated 
the efforts and volunteered RRMS students to decorate the 
sleeves for Starbucks.

Every sleeve is original as students use markers to give 
the sleeves a splash of color with hand-written messages to 
spread kindness. Students pick from a list of phrases, in-
cluding “Always Choose Kind”, “Spread 
Kindness”, “Smile & Laugh Often”, or 
come up with their own phrase to in-
clude on the sleeve.

Rocky River Middle School held its eighth annual Spelling Bee for all grade levels 
on Monday, November 25. After taking spelling tests in classes, a semifinal oral spelling 
test was the next step for the top spellers in each grade level. Finalists then came together 
today for the final part of the Spelling Bee.

 Seventh and eighth grade students competed against each other for a chance to 
represent the District at the Scripps Regional Cuyahoga County Spelling Bee on March 
7 at Cuyahoga Community College. Seventh grader Trang Ngo was the overall winner, 
while eighth grader Melanie Harmath was the overall runner-up.

 A total of 15 seventh and eighth grade students competed in the Spelling Bee. 
 Alex Ganzer, Sydney Kolpien, and Ela Niemojewska were declared the winners of the sixth grade 

competition that featured 14 students.
 The competition was extremely competitive at both events as students completed the entire list of 

school spelling bee words that are published by the Scripps National Spelling Bee before moving to a second 
list of words

 Congratulations to all the winners and everyone who participated. 

RRMS Holds Spelling Bees Goldwood Primary School hosted its Grade 1 and Grade 2 
Spelling Bees on Monday morning in the Goldwood Room. 

 A total of 15 first graders competed in the day’s first Spelling 
Bee with Evelyn Ganzer winning the first grade event and Thea 
Zehnder finishing in second place. At the second grade level, 15 
students took part in the Spelling Bee with Oliver Church claiming 
first place and Nikolas Kola finishing as the runner-up. Church also 
won the first grade Spelling Bee at Goldwood last year. 

 Congratulations to all Grade 1 and 2 students who competed 
in today’s Spelling Bees!

Goldwood Hosts Spelling Bees for Grades 1 & 2

In 1981, local radio station employees became aware of a large number of 
children missing school in the winter because they did not have warm coats. 
That November, Coats for Kids – Cleveland was founded when the radio station 
began soliciting donations of new or like-new winter coats.

Since then, millions of dollars have been raised and hundreds of thousands 
of new and like-new coats have been distributed to children in need in northeast 
Ohio.

Coats for Kids conducts an annual collection campaign of new and like-new winter coats 
in all sizes – infant to adult. Each year, from November thru early January, collection bins are in 
place at area malls, other local businesses accept coat donations, and area organizations conduct 
coat collection campaigns.

The need to keep area children warm, however, is still great. Coat and monetary donations 
are always needed, and without your ongoing support, Coats for Kids would not exist.

Drop off locations include Lee Burneson Middle School and Dover Intermediate School.  
They are collecting new or like-new coats for Coats for Kids! All sizes are needed, infant to 
adult. The collection barrels are located by the front and back entrances. Thank you!

Please Donate New and Like-New Coats to Coats for Kids 
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Private and Semi private suites available today!

• 24/7 RN, LPN and STNA Assistance

• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy available 7 days a week:   
   Getting you home quicker at your optimal level of independence

• High Level Acuity: IV Antibiotic Therapy, 
   Wound Vac, Wound Care, Diabetes Management,
   Respiratory Management, Cardiac Rehab.

• Memory care suites available

• Accepting Medicare and all  
   major insurance providers

Jamie McGinty, Hospital Liaison 216.570.0460 Lee Mahar, Hospital Liaison 440.935.1800 Danielle Shaffstall, Hospital Liaison 440.281.2932

Phone: 440.835.5661
Efax: 440.871.9730 www.huntington-woods.net

Huntington Woods
27705 Westchester Pkwy. Westlake, OH 44145

Accepting Admissions 24/7
Please call Admissions at: 440-835-5661

Happy
Holidays

from our family
to yours!

Huntington Woods has Private and Semi Private openings for
Memory Care and Respite needs this Holiday Season!

www.huntington-woods.net          Check us out on Facebook

Huntington Woods
27705 Westchester Pkwy. Westlake, OH 44145 Medicare Rating

Phone: 440.835.5661
Efax: 440.871.9730

Judy Gallion
Painting - Accent Walls - Vaulted Foyers 

- Stairwells
Expert Trim Painter - Wallpaper Removal

Drywall Repairs 
Garage Drywall Rehab 

Professional Work at Next Door Neighbor Pricing
Christian Work Ethic

Phone / Text:  440-925-5547
Email: jagallion@ix.netcom.com

Sharing the Love of Reading at Avon Place

Gloria had a special visit Thursday 
from Imani Quinlan, a kindergarten stu-
dent who is home schooled by her Mother 
Faith. Faith has provided Imani with a dif-
ferent experience for each letter of the al-
phabet and Avon Place fit the letter “N” for 
nursing home! Thank you Faith and Imani 
for coming in to visit!

Cub Scout Pack 462 read stories to our Pathways resi-
dents Sunday at Avon Place Skilled Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion. Thanks so much for your visit.



Caring for a loved one
during the holidays?

Let Lakeside Assisted Living help you!

Your loved one is invited to attend an all-day Holiday event!

We will provide music, lunch, crafts, cookie decorating, 
and more while you prepare for your holiday.

Friday, December 13, 2019
&

Friday, December 20, 2019
10:00am-4:00pm

Please Call or Email:
Kim Zdanowicz

440-333-5401
kim@thenormandy.com

22441 Lake Road, Rocky River, OH 44116

This event is FREE! You can come for an hour or all day. 
Whatever you need, we will be there to help!

Extended stays available. Inquire about Respite stays today.

Space is limited. Call today to reserve

a spot for your loved one!

RSVP by Tuesday, December 10, 2019
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