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Avon FootbAll: A very Special Year
 The 2017 campaign was one of the best-ever in Avon 
High School history.
 The Eagles flew high this season, going undefeated 
through the regular season and capturing an undisputed 
Southwestern Conference championship. They posted a 10-0 
regular season record.
 Then it was off to the OHSAA Div. 2 Playoffs where Avon 
won just the second Regional championship in school history 
and advanced to the state’s final four.
 When it was over, Avon closed the books on an amazing 
13-1 season - best ever in Eagle annals.
 For Coach Mike Elder, it was special indeed!
 “These seniors and the 2017 TEAM have left a legacy!” 
says Coach Elder. “Their work ethic and love of their team-
mates was Elite. Nothing is given and everything is earned in 
our program. Playing for the town in which you live is spe-
cial.”
 In a season of triumph, Avon players also achieved in-
dividual recognition. Earning All-Ohio honors were wide 
receiver Chris Mullins, quarterback Ryan Maloy, lineman 
Jimmy McKenna, defensive lineman Max Torbert, linebacker 
Kyle Kudla and punter David Orlando.

Avon High School, 2017 Southwestern Conference and OHSAA Div. II Regional Champions!

Mark Steinmetz (39) and the Avon defense slam the door on St. John Jesuit.
Tony Eberhardt picks up big yardage in Avon’s win

over St. John Jesuit in the first round of the playoffs.

Junior quarterback Ryan Maloy led Avon to a 
school-best 13 wins this season.

Coach Mike Elder, who lost his dad the week of the Regional finals, is presented 
the championship trophy by Kyle Kudla (40) and Alex Waters after the game. “I 

knew you guys had my back all week,” said Coach Elder after the victory.

continued on page 4

Sophomore running back Nick Perusek high steps his way into the end zone as
Avon topped Olmsted Falls for a playoff win and regional title.

Avon seniors Matt Kennedy (18), David Orlando (9) and Chris Mullins share 
an embrace as the Eagles season came to an end with a 13-1 record.



ceive the prestigious Momentum Award from 
the Ohio Department of Education, said Dr. 
Craig Koehler, Avon Middle School princi-
pal, along with Brent Betts, Avon Middle 
School assistant principal. “Our commit-
ment to ‘Excellence in Education’ once 
again has been recognized at the state 
and local levels. We are very apprecia-
tive to our Board of Education, staff, 
students, and families. We will 
continue to strive to be an out-
standing middle school by assist-
ing our wonderful students to 
reach and achieve their optimal 
potential.”
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Life has never looked better!

Avon Middle School Receives State Momentum Award
 Avon Middle School was recognized 
by the State Board of Education with a 
2016-17 Momentum Award.
 The Momentum Award is pre-
sented by the State Board of Education 
and recognizes schools for exceeding 
expectations in student growth for the 
year. Schools must earn straight A’s on 
all Value-Added measures on the State 
Report Card. The school or district must 
have at least two Value-Added subgroups 
of students, which includes gifted, lowest 

20% in achievement, and students with 
disabilities.
 In a letter from Tess Elshoff, Presi-
dent, State Board of Education, Avon 
Middle School students “enjoyed greater 
than expected growth in reading and 
mathematics. The accomplishment 
makes Avon Middle School “part of an 
elite group of schools that are ensuring 
the academic growth of students from 
every background and ability level.”
 “We are so proud and happy to re-

Lorain County RSVP Annual Christmas Cookie Sale
 Is time getting away from you? Are 
you thinking that Christmas baking may 
not be possible this year? Don’t despair!
 Lorain County Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program (RSVP) has an assort-
ment of delicious homemade Christ-
mas cookies to choose from. The Lorain 
County RSVP Annual Cookie Sale is on 
Friday, December 8 from 8:30 a.m. until 
they sell out at both the Lorain County 
Administration Building lobby and the 
Lorain County Justice Center lobby 
(both in downtown Elyria). All proceeds benefit the Lorain County Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program (RSVP). For more information or to donate cookies for the sale (must be 
homemade) call Ralph Russini at 440-326-4816. Lorain County RSVP volunteers thank 
you in  advance for supporting their annual fundraiser. We hope to see you there!
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 Halloween is almost here. Of course, most costumes and 
decorations are more amusing than frightening. But some people 
seem to have real fears about other things – such as what may 
happen in the financial markets. To keep these fears at bay, con-
sider the following suggestions:
 First, don’t stop investing when the markets are choppy. 
Once you’re out, you could miss the next rally.
 Next, don’t chase after “hot” stocks. They may already have 
cooled off by the time you hear about them, and they might not 
even be appropriate for your needs.
 It’s also smart not to invest too aggressively or too cautiously. 
If you constantly push your portfolio toward the maximum possible 
returns, you might take on too much risk. Conversely, if you are de-
termined to avoid any amount of loss, at any time, you might invest 
too conservatively to achieve your financial objectives.
 No matter what you do, you can’t take all the uncertainty out 
of investing. But understanding market volatility and your portfolio 
can help you invest with more confidence as you move toward 
your goals.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor lo-
cated at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Bay High Football: One for the Books!
 The 2017 football season was one for the books for Bay High.
 The Rockets not only made 
the playoffs for the fourth year in 
a row, they became the first Bay 
High football team to achieve a 
12-0 record before finally seeing 
their season end in the Div. 3 Re-
gional Finals on Nov. 17.
 The 2017 Rockets now go 

Bay hosted its first-ever home playoff game and defeated 
Mansfield to go to 12-0 before seeing their season end in the 

regional finals.

Junior quarterback Connor Shell will 
return next season to carry on Bay’s 

winning tradition.
Mark Olson picks up yardage against

Valley Forge.

Bay’s defense lays down the law against 
Valley Forge to cruise to an Great Lakes 

Conference championship.

Bay celebrate this year’s trophy - The Helm - after their big rivalry win over Rocky River.

RJ Sunahara makes a big catch for a
first down against River.

Jared Reiss celebrates a key fumble
recovery in the win over Rocky River.

Trey Pstoa following blockers Sean Heidelhoff and 
Thomas Koss was a key to Bay’s success in 2017.

down in history as one of the truly great teams in school annals.
 Not only did they reach the Regional Finals, the 2017 Rockets are 
the first to post a 10-0 regular season record. They also won the out-
right Great Lakes Conference Championship for the first time, won 
the first home playoff game in school history, and became the first Bay 
team to ever win 12 games in one year.
 “Very proud of these Rockets!” says Coach Ron Rutt now that the 
dust has settled.

 It’s a sentiment shared by his seniors, who will only grow to ap-
preciate this special season more as years go by.
 “Wouldn’t trade this team for anything. Thanks to everyone for 
all the support, always will be proud to be a Rocket,” says star running 
back Trey Psota. 
 “Thank you Bay football for an unbelievable 4 years,” adds fel-
low senior RJ Sunahara. “History was made and I wouldn’t trade this 
group of guys for anything.”
 Congratulations, Bay! A great run!

Visit www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for photos of Bay’s record breaking year!
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 “Thank you to the players and coaches for an-
other awesome ride!!  Our district and our commu-
nity are proud of you!!,” said Supt. of Schools Mike 
Laub.

Avon FootbAll: A very Special Year
continued from page 1

Kyle Kudla (40) says it all as the Eagles soared over
Olmsted Falls for a regional championship.

Quarterback Ryan Maloy leads the celebration as Avon captured a
Regional Championship this season with a playoff win over Olmsted Falls.

Danny Burdock (67) and Jakob Slunksi (62) can close the 
books on a truly great 2017 season that saw Avon lose only to 

eventual state champ Akron Hoban.

Visit www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for
photos of Avon Football’s spectacular year!

 “Love this team. It is and always will be a great 
day to be an Eagle,” said senior Max Torbert.
 “Best 14 weeks of my life,” added David Or-
lando as he closes the book on a life chapter that 
will only grow in meaning through time.


