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 On Thursday, February 22 the halls of Redwood El-
ementary School in Avon Lake, were lined with famous 
Americans like Thomas Edison, Julia Child, George 
Washington or Amelia Earhart.
 Each second-grade student choose a famous per-
son to research and they dressed up as that person. The 
famous person the students researched made a positive 
impact on the world.

Max Cruz, 8, as 
Abraham Lincoln

Madlyn Dennis, 
8, as Florence 

Nightingale

Wax Figures Come to Life at Redwood Elementary School

Logan Eynon,
7, as George
Washington

Mercy Health Honors Long-Time
Volunteer at a 100th Birthday Celebration

Homer Virdon, Mercy Board, Scott Pember, Mercy Foundation, Edwin Oley,
Lorain CEO Mercy, Dale Greathouse, Volunteer Services, Catherine Woskobnick,

VP Mission and Values Integration, and Marge Dziama

 Mercy Health hosted a 100th birthday party 
in honor of Marge Dziama on Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 
Mercy Regional Medical Center.
 Marge has served in multiple volunteer roles 
with the health system for more than 45 plus years.
 “It is difficult to describe what Marge has 
meant to the Mercy 
Health family,” says 
Dale Greathouse, Mer-
cy Regional Medical 
Center Regional Man-
ager of Volunteer Ser-
vices. “We have all been 
touched by her com-
passion, energy and 
commitment to serving 
patients and families 
in our community. We 
are blessed to have her 
as part of our volunteer 
team.”
 Affectionately described by fellow volun-
teers and staff as an Energizer Bunny, Marge Dzi-
ama began her volunteer career at what was then 
Community Health Partners and its predecessor, 
Lorain Community Hospital, while employed at 
U.S. Steel. She faithfully volunteered on Sundays 
until her retirement in 1981. Retirement resulted 
in Marge becoming a full-time volunteer, logging 

more than 40 hours a week.
 “I cannot think of anyone who has been 
more involved in the organization and the Mercy 
Auxiliary or made such an impact on our vol-
unteer program,” continued Greathouse. “Her 
dynamic mix of professional skills, along with 

her servant heart, has 
meant so much to fami-
lies, patients, staff and 
fellow volunteers. We 
are privileged to be able 
to honor her on her 
special birthday and for 
all of her extraordinary 
achievements.” 
 Over the years, 
Marge has been a mem-
ber of the CHP Auxilia-
ry, served on the boards 
of Lorain Community 
Hospital and Commu-

nity Health Partners Regional Foundation. For 
two years, she managed volunteer services, but 
retired from that role when she turned age 80. 
While she is no longer able to be on-site working 
with patients, she has continued to greatly im-
pact them through editing the volunteer newslet-
ter and doing clerical work to support volunteer 
services and the Auxiliary.

 Marge was also a member of Lakeland Women’s Club, which was 
instrumental in the drive to build a new community hospital during the 
late 1950s. In 2006, she was honored as the first recipient of Community 
Health Partner’s Ruth Calta Community Service Award.
 The birthday celebration included a social hour, followed by remarks 
from Mercy Health – Lorain CEO and Senior Vice President of Mercy 
Health, Edwin Oley and other Mercy Health leaders, along with music 
from the 1920s and 30s and traditional birthday festivities. A special, sur-
prise unveiling also took place, which named the hospital’s Coffee Shop 
in her honor, “Margie’s!”

“Couldn’t you have 
made it a little

bit bigger.”
- Marge Dziama

 To prepare for the wax museum, the students created 
a large poster that includes a written report, memorable 
quote, timeline and a portrait (made in art class…inte-
grating general education class and art class). The students 
used biography books and Chromebooks for research.
 On the night of the event, the students stood in a 
statue pose next to their poster until a museum guest 

pressed a “push” button that was on each students’ poster. 
Once the button was pressed the students told the listen-
er important information and then the student went back 
into their statue pose.

Maggie Tolsland,
8, as astronaut
Mae Jemison



can make a difference and 
impact people and the eco-
nomics in the community, 
and the economic choices 
organizations and individ-
uals make, based on needs, 
wants and choice.” 
 Second-grade teacher 
Stephanie Mavis said she 
shared her volunteering 
story about the Friendship 
APL, which piqued the 
interest of her students. In 
all IB units, teachers try to 
encourage students to take 
action and use what they learn. Wad-
den said the goal is for these actions to 
originate with and be implemented by 
students so they can see how they can 
impact their community. 
 “The students had a lot of questions 
about it,” Mavis said of her Friendship 
APL experience. Based on their discus-
sion, the students agreed to collect do-
nations to help the Friendship APL in 
Elyria. Tina Fouts’ students also partici-
pated, involving the entire second grade 
at Hilliard Elementary. 
 Through the IB unit, students 
learned about how businesses and orga-
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Westlake Elementary Students Take Action to Help a Community Organization
 Hilliard Elementary School’s sec-
ond-grade classes used their study of 
business and charities to take up a col-
lection for the Elyria Friendship APL. 
 In the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program, students study a “How We 
Organize Ourselves” unit, which encour-
ages students to look at how organizations 

form and impact the community. Students 
research types of local organizations, how 
they help and economic choices. 
 “They learn that community organi-
zations – business and charitable – pro-
vide goods and/or services,” said elemen-
tary IB Coordinator Deb Wadden. “They 
study how individuals and organizations 

nizations get information to the public 
through advertising. This prompted the 
second graders to create posters through 
Google Slides and hang them around 
school to solicit donations of blankets, 
towels, toys and pet supplies.
 “I was amazed at how this impacted 
my students,” Mavis said. “Their enthusi-
asm was immediately apparent when stu-
dents brought in items before we started 
collecting, and asked their parents to take 
them to the store to buy pet food and toys. 
 “It was so wonderful seeing the kids 
working so hard for the benefit of the 
shelter animals.”

 Westlake High School senior Jamie 
Novak won an Honorable Mention in the 
Cleveland Clinic eXpressions Art Program 
this year. 
 The eXpressions Art program is an in-
terdisciplinary program that utilizes the arts 
to engage high school students in the world 
of scientific research. Through project-based, 
peer-to-peer learning, students produce cre-
ative interpretations of research conducted 
by Cleveland Clinic science interns. 
 Westlake students competed against 
about 1,700 art, language and math projects 

from 61 schools. Honorable Mention winners receive $25. Each teacher of an award-win-
ning student also receives a $100 educational grant. Westlake art teacher Kelly Atkinson 
supported Jamie in this effort. 

 Winning students will have their work displayed as part of the an-
nual eXpressions eXhibition, Feb. 15-March 23, at the Global Center for 
Health Innovation.

Westlake Has One Winner in
Cleveland Clinic Art Expressions Program



 Three Rocky River Middle School students are finalists in the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage 
Stop the Hate Essay Contest.
 Finalists will be recognized April 29 at The Stop the Hate Awards Ceremony at The Cleveland Art 
Museum, where one student from each grade level (6-10) will receive the $400 first prize.
 RRMS finalists are sixth-grade students Flannery Costello and Isabella Kovacs, and eighth-
grade student Elana Rouse.
 Stop the Hate Youth 
Speak Out celebrates students 
committed to creating a more 
accepting, inclusive society. 
Each year, the Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage gives out 
$100,000 in scholarships, 
awards and anti-bias educa-
tion in recognition of students 
in grades 6-12 in Ashtabula, 
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lo-
rain, Mahoning, Medina, Por-
tage, Stark, Summit, Trumbull 
and Wayne counties.
 The essay gives students 
the opportunity to consider 
their role in effecting change 
and offers a platform to share 
their ideas for creating a more 
inclusive world.

 A “book tasting” event at 
Rocky River Middle School 
launched a partnership that 
now benefits Rocky River stu-
dents.
 RRMS Media Center As-
sistant Anji Marniella, and 
teachers Stacey Colbert and 
Janin Miller, organized the 
book tasting, which gave stu-
dents an opportunity to browse 
books of various genres, at the 
middle school with Rocky River Public Library Teen and Children’s Librarians Megan 
Alabaugh and Heather Tuck-Macalla. That book tasting turned into a building loan pro-
gram. The book tasting events were first organized by RRMS sixth grade English Lan-
guage Arts teachers, as part of the school’s 40 Book Challenge, which invites students to 
read 40 books across different genres during the school year.
 “Truly, we all just hit it off as bibliophiles and students advocates, and have since 
been looking for ways to work together to get students reading for information and plea-
sure,” Marniella said.
 RRMS Media Center Assistant Michelle Gibson said the middle school library often 
has limited copies of popular books, so they partnered with RRPL to bring additional cop-
ies to the school for more students to check them out. The middle school library staff sends 
over a list of books or books relating to a theme, and Alabaugh and Tuck-Macalla provide 
those books, along with their own recommendations and new books students might be 
interested in reading.
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Come Support Angels on the Avenue with raising money for
the residents of St. Augustine Health Campus. Over 40 vendors 

and crafters, Chinese raffle, food and baked goods. Bring the
kids to enjoy the activities at the Kiddie
Corner and visit with the Easter Bunny.

Amy Ross, Avon Products, Inc
www.youravon.com/amyross

4th Annual Spring Boutique
Angels Avenueon 

the

Saturday, March 24, 2018
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Rocky River Civic Center
21016 Hilliard Blvd, Rocky River, OH 44116

School, Public Libraries Partner to Promote Reading

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for the entire story.

Rocky River Middle School has
Three Finalists in Stop the Hate Essay Contest
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VIEW OF ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY
Campus Redevelopment Plan
August 7, 2015 

NEW Assisted Living Center  
Opening Spring 2018

For more information contact Normandy  
at  info@thenormandy.com 

or call  440-333-5401

We are Normandy —
a senior living community that embraces and 
encourages living at every age and stage, to enrich days 
with fulfilling experiences. Normandy Campus features  
a continuum of care offering:  

     •  32+ acre campus with beautiful  
landscaping and serene gardens

     • Luxury amenities
     • Educational lectures
     • Group excursions
     • Family owned & operated
     • Spacious, modern apartments
     • Stand alone Skilled Care Center
     •  Rehabilitation Gym & Memory Care

Rosa Parks Visits The Normandy Care Center
 Residents of The Normandy Care Center 
were visited by American Civil Rights icon 
Rosa Parks last week in a special portrayal 
by actress Sherri Tolliver of Women in 
History Ohio.
 The authentic representation brought to 
life the personality of Rosa Parks, an activist 
in the Civil Rights Movement. She was called 
“the first lady of civil rights” and “the mother 
of the freedom movement” by the United 
States Congress in honor of her pivotal deci-
sion in 1955 to disobey a bus driver’s  order 
to give up her seat in the “colored section” to 
a white passenger in Montgomery, Ala. 
 Parks’ act of defiance and the Montgom-
ery bus boycott became important symbols 
of the modern Civil Rights Movement. She 

became an international icon of resistance to racial segregation. She organized and collabo-
rated with civil rights leaders Martin Luther King, Jr., a new minister in town at that time!
 In her portrayal, Tolliver embodies Parks as a modest realist whose actions were em-

powered by their call to recognize basic human 
rights. “It was nothing I did, it was what everyone 
else in the country did who knew that what was 
going on was wrong,” said Tolliver as Parks.
 Sherrie Tolliver joined Women In History in 
1994 and has accumulated a rich cadre of char-
acters. Her favorite characters are “the ones who 
have a rags-to-riches theme in their lives. These 
women inspired me because they triumphed over 
incredibly difficult circumstances at a time when 
being poor, black and female usually meant most 
doors of opportunity were closed. They dared to 
dream big dreams and refused to take “no” for an 
answer,” she says. Her cast of characterizations 
includes Harriet Beecher Stowe and Olympian 
Wilma Rudolph among others. Ms. Tolliver has a 
BFA in acting from New York University where she minored in African-American History.
 Visit Women in History at womeninhistoryohio.com and learn about their com-
mitment to education through the dramatic recreation of the lives of notable women in 
the history of the United States of America.

 Rocky River High School (RRHS) students had the 
unique opportunity to participate in a discussion with the archi-
tect of Memphis’ National Civil Rights Museum.
 Charles McKinney, the Neville Frierson Bryan Chair 
of Africana Studies and associate professor of History at 
Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee, made a special ap-
pearance Feb. 13 in RRHS history teacher Sara Ziemnik’s 
classes. The appearance is part of her 2017 National History 
Teacher of the Year award from the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History.
 McKinney spoke to about 85 current and former AP his-
tory students, and some students from her ninth-grade World 
History classes, on “Reconstruction and Modern Day Social 

Movements.” His appearance coincides with AP classes 
studying the Reconstruction and the early Jim Crow Era, 
leading up to studies on the Civil Rights movement and dif-
ferent marginalized groups.
 Ziemnik had her students submit questions that covered 
a variety of angles and modern movements.
 “I was so impressed with the students’ thoughtful and in-
sightful questions about everything from white privilege to Co-
lin Kaepernick. Nothing was off the table,” she said. “We were 
having these conversations adults are afraid to have. It was so 
inspiring for me to see my students engage with someone who 
is an expert in the field.”

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for the entire story.

Civil Rights Expert Talks Modern Day Social Movements with Rocky River High School Students

Photo Credit: Tracy Geagan Photography.


