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 Leisure suits, go go boots and miniskirts were spotted throughout the crowd of more than 300 
supporters to help Youth Challenge celebrate turning the big 4-0. 
 The Westlake non-profit’s Annual Benefit & Auction “Cele-
brating 40 Years!” was held on 
April 16 at Ariel International 
Center in Cleveland.
 Guests helped raise over 
$200,000 to fund adapted pro-
grams for children with physi-
cal disabilities and their teen 
volunteer partners. This sup-
port allows Youth Challenge to 
reach hundreds of children in 
the Greater Cleveland commu-
nity, providing them with op-
portunities to play sports, make 
friends, and embrace their own 
unique abilities.
 Partygoers enjoyed a fun, 
‘70s themed evening with cock-
tails, food stations, silent auction 
and Napa Valley and Hilton Head 
vacation raffles. Tie-dye artwork 

Youth Challenge Says

created by YC participants and volunteers was on display and 
for sale. A special VIP champagne reception was held before the 
event for top sponsors.
 Fred Koury, of Smart Business Network, was the Honor-
ary Event Chairs. YC Trustees Tom Fraser, President & CEO 
of First Federal Lakewood and Ernie Vargo, Partner at Baker-
Hostetler, were co-chairs of the event. Christy McGucken of 
Ernst & Young and Marcia Obrock of ShurTech Brands served 
as Auction Co-Chairs.
 For more information, please visit youthchallengesports.com.

Youth Challenge Board of Trustees Student In-
terns Zaria N. Turton, Early College High School, 

Lorain County Community College ’17 (Youth 
Challenge participant) and Madison R. Noren, 

Bay High School ’17 (Youth Challenge volunteer).

Back: Terry Borecky, Chris Garr and Patrick O’Boyle, front: Breanna Sprenger, Kendra Cundiff, Jordan Williams and Katie Knight

Katie Knight, Marcia Obrock, Breanna 

Sprenger and Kendra Cundiff

Please visit
TheVillagerNewspaper.com

for more photos
of this event.
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Life has never looked better!

 Lee Burneson Middle School French 
teacher Allison Lawrence is one of eight 
Northeast Ohio educators to earn the 
Crystal Apple Award from the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer/Northeast Ohio Media 
Group. Student Carly Milasky, 8th grade, 
nominated Lawrence, who will attend 
an awards reception on May 12. She was 
recognized at Monday’s Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

 The Westlake Board of Education adopted the Strategic Planning outline at its April 
25 meeting. This outline was developed by Westlake City Schools’ Strategic Planning 
Committee, a cross representational group of over 50 residents including business, non-
profit, civic, mental health, higher education, clergy, parent and neighborhood leaders.
 “We want to thank the Strategic Planning Committee members for being forward 
thinking and sharing their input and ideas to help ensure our school district’s priorities 
are aligned with the needs of the community and the skills required to compete in today’s 
society,” said Board President Carol Winter. “Their commitment to this process demon-
strates the importance of strong schools and a strong community.”
 At the April 11 board meeting, six representatives of the committee – Gary Sole, Liz 
Pirnat, Dana Hoffman, Ellie Peiffer, Jane Peer and Dina Abugroon – shared an overview of 
the planning process and presented the goals and initiatives they developed to help ensure 
Westlake City School District is staying on the right track and “Educating for Excellence.”
 The Strategic Planning outline focuses on five main priorities for the district: Fi-
nance • Curriculum & Technology • Facilities • Communication & Community Partner-
ships • Culture & Environment
 For each priority, Strategic Planning Committee members created a goal and identi-
fied accompanying initiatives. The result is the Strategic Planning Outline that reflects the 
unique perspectives and backgrounds of the over 50 community members who partici-
pated in the process.
 “It was an honor and a privilege to sit with this group of dedicated community mem-
bers who invested their time, experience and knowledge in this process,” said Dina Abu-
groon. “We come from different backgrounds and have unique perspectives, but we are 
all committed to the success of our schools and the youngest citizens in our community. 
We hope these goals and initiatives will help ensure the Westlake City Schools stay on the 
right track and continue Educating for Excellence.”
 The next step is for faculty, staff and administrators to use the outline as the founda-
tion for a Strategic Plan they will complete and implement. 
 To view the Strategic Plan Outline and the April 11 presentation, visit www.wlake.
org and click on the Strategic Planning button at the top of the page.

Comments
 Monday’s Westlake BOE meeting once again saw an extended period of public com-
ments on Westlake teacher contract negotiations. With the failure of three straight tax 
increase requests, the Board and teachers are struggling to find agreement. Teachers have 
accepted pay cuts and increased health care participation costs. Community comments 
tend to support teachers. “I am talking from my heart,” said one resident. “The reason 
we moved to Westlake was because of the schools.” “I ask you, knowing your frustration, 

to find a compromise, an olive 
branch,” said another. “We are 
continuing to Educate for Ex-
cellence,” said a teacher. “We 
are an underappreciated work-
force. Bay, Rocky River, Medi-
na and now Avon now settled 
their contracts.” “I moved back 
to Westlake because I wanted 
my kids to experience what I 
had here,” added another par-
ent.’ “Once you cut back to the 
bone, it is difficult to get back 
to former competency levels,” 
said yet another resident.

Westlake Teacher Honored 
with Crystal Apple

Westlake BOE Adopts Strategic Plan

The Board of Education had no trouble 
giving Allison Lawrence a standing ovation 

for her Crystal Apple Award.
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Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Fast - Affordable - Friendly - Walk-In

33113 Center Ridge Rd. • Mills Creek Plaza
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

Phone: 440-353-3755

“
32652 Center ridge rd., north ridgeville  440.353.9580

In Millscreek Commons 1/4 Mile West of Barton Rd., 5 Min. from Crocker Park
LUNCH: W, Th, Fri 11-3     DINNER: M-Th 4-8:30 / Fr & Sat 4-9:30 / Sun 4-7:30

www.ninosnorthridgeville.Com

“ ”Put a little Italian in you...
Nino’s has a Banquet Room open for all your needs

- Showers, Meetings, After Funeral Services

 Tax Freedom Day, which typically occurs in late April, is the 
day when the nation has earned enough money to pay its total 
bill for the year. Why not use this opportunity to determine if you 
can liberate yourself from some investment-related taxes?
 For starters, consider holding your investments for at least 
one year before selling them. By doing so, your profits will be 
assessed the long-term capital gains rate, which will likely be 
considerably lower than the short-term rate.
 Also, be open to investing in dividend-paying stocks. Most 
dividends are only taxed at 15 percent for most taxpayers, thus 
providing you with a source of income that may be taxed lower 
than your earned income.
 Perhaps most importantly, contribute as much as you can 
to your tax-advantaged retirement accounts, such as your IRA 
and 401(k). You might get a tax deduction and your earnings can 
grow tax deferred.
 Tax Freedom Day will be here and gone, but by making 
tax-smart investment moves, you might reap some benefits for 
years to come.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor lo-
cated at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

Can You Make Your Investments
Less “Taxing”?

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for complete story

Dana Banyasz, AAMS®

574 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 | (440) 808-0139

Browns Score at UH St. John Medical Center
 Members of the Cleveland Browns surprised patients and staff at UH St. John Medical Center Tues-
day afternoon as part of the team’s weekly #give10 outreach visits.
 The Browns take time every Tuesday reaching out to community causes. It is part of the team’s 
‘GIVE 10 HOURS, HELP YOUR COMMUNITY’ program.
 “The Cleveland Browns care about our community and fans,’ say the Browns.. “We know fans are 
giving back and making a difference. And we also know there are people who need help. Join us as 

we move forward in the community by giv-
ing back. Be part of First and Ten. Show your 
team pride. Together we can inspire local, na-
tional and global goodwill.” 
 Visit their program at twitter.com/
BrownsGiveBack.

Browns surprise Avon resident, Jake Starkey and family in the lobby of UH SJMC. Browns play-
ers pictured are: Brian Hartline, Terrelle Pryor, Ibraheim Campbell, Nate Orchard, Joe Thomas, 
Tim Scott, Kaleb Johnson, John Hughes III, E.J. Bibbs, Robert Griffin III and Mascot Chomps.

John Hughes III greets a patient.
Chomps greets the staff while the players

meet with patients.

Nate Orchard of the Browns meets with
patient Henry Grendell.

Browns line up in a prom worthy pose.

 Do you need accurate, unbiased information about Medicare? The Ohio Depart-
ment of Insurance along with The Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program 
(OSHIIP) is offering community events across the state and webinars to provide ob-
jective information on Medicare enrollment, benefits and options. Learn ways to stay 
informed, stay healthy and save money. OSHIIP will also discuss ways to lower costs 
and offer resources for assistance. The next local event will be held May 18, 6 p.m. at 
the Rocky River Senior Center, 21014 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River.

Welcome to Medicare



Page 4 - THE CROCKER PRESS - April 28 - May 4, 2016

Brioitalian.com
Crocker Park • 200 Crocker Park Blvd.  |  Westlake, OH 44145  |  440-250-8630  |  Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Consider Brio for your next event. At Brio, we believe great food and
celebration go hand-in-hand. So, sit back and let us do the work for you!
We’re happy to accommodate your party in any way we can, so no matter

the size of your event you can expect a delightful dining experience.

Sit back and let uS
do the work for you!

catErinG
EXPEriEncE

a cElEBration
OF LIFE, LOVE AND FLAVOR!

BRIO knows how busy life can be, especially when planning
an event at home or the office. So when you can’t gather around
our table, serve BRIO at yours. BRIO Catering is a delicious and

convenient way to prepare for your next event or party.
Whether it’s a Birthday, Holiday, Office Meeting or just because

you don’t feel like cooking, our housemade pastas, Tuscan specialties,
salads and desserts are sure to satisfy the most discerning tastes.

Just call 24 hours before your desired pickup time and
we will have your Tuscan Feast hot, delicious and ready to serve.
Your party, our food – a winning combination for a great event!

440-250-8630


