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 Crocker Park celebrated its 11th annual American Liberty Fest on 
Sunday, June 29, kicking off Independence Day week in grand style.
 Thousands of people enjoyed a day of free family entertainment, 
a special tribute presentation to a local veteran and a spectacular per-
formance from the Cleveland Pops Orchestra.
 The day was marked by many highlights, including concerts, kids 
events and stilt-walkers in an exciting, family-oriented cavalcade of 
fun. After a decade of serving Westlake and the Cleveland west side, 
Crocker Park’s commitment to community remains undiminished. 
God Bless America! Happy Fourth, one and all!

Tina Roberts and Kay Nichols of the Crocker 

Park marketing team show their patriotic colors.

Matthew Abounader of Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs plates 
the ammo for Sunday’s hot dog eating contest.

Contestants in Crocker Park’s Hot Dog Eating Contest 
gobble their way to the finish.

Crocker Park Hot Dog Eating Contest 

winner Jeff “The Beast Man” Butler was 

able to smile after downing 22 franks to 

take the trophy at Crocker Park Sunday.

Monica Robbins and 
Cleveland Gladiators 
mascot Rudi share 

the stage during the terrific country & western set per-
formed by Monica and the Ninja Cowboys as a featured 

act at the Crocker Park Liberty Fest.

Uncle Sam and Miss Liberty greet the 

crowd on the streets of Crocker Park.

St. Edward High 
School’s famed 

‘Trash Talkers’ get 
the crowd going at the 
Liberty Fest with their 

percussion skills.

Kage Vander and Julia Parkhurst reach new heights as Uncle Sam and Miss Liberty at the 11th annual Crocker Park Liberty Fest.
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough encourages the 

crowd to enjoy a patriotic Fourth!

Military veteran Justin Snider and family were honored for his service to our
nation with a number of gifts from Crocker Park merchants, sponsors and

the Northeast Ohio Foundation for Patroitism.

A summer concert stage at the Crocker Park LIberty Fest
makes for an appealing Fourth of July scene.

Vocalist Joan Ellison was a high-

light of the Cleveland Pops con-

cert, sharing a stunning version of 

‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ 

among her presentations.

Tall Order
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for more photos.

Liberty Fest 2015: Celebrating America!



Bay Resident Defrauded for
$12K in Credit Card Charges

 A resident in the 28000 block 
of Wolf Rd. reported to Bay Police 
on June 24 that he had been the 
victim of a fraud. Someone had 
charged over $12,000 to one of 
his credit cards, and attempted 
to open up another card in his name. Police are 
investigating.

More Water
 Just what we need - more water! On 
06/24/2015, at 0103 hrs, a BVPD officer observed 
a vehicle stopped on Wolf Rd. near Clague. As 
the officer got closer to the vehicle, he observed a 
female squatting in the roadway near the driver’s 
door and urinating in the roadway. The officer 
pulled in behind the vehicle and spoke to the 
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Life has never looked better!

WESTLAKE POLICE
Nine Slightly Injured at Crocker Park

Fireworks Display
 Nine people sustained 
minor injuries at the Liberty 
Fest Fireworks display hosted 
at Crocker Park Sunday night, 
leading to an early termination of 
the show. Westlake Police say a 
“catastrophic failure” of one of the show’s display el-
ements led to an immediate shutdown of the event. 
The Westlake Fire Department treated nine people 
at the scene for minor injuries. No one was taken to 
the hospital. The event will be investigated by the 
Ohio State Fire Marshall’s Office. More information 
to follow. Crocker Park’s Liberty Fest is an annual 
summer tradition at Crocker Park. The fireworks 
display is launched from the tops of Crocker Park 
buildings after a day of entertainment, including a 
patriotic concert by the Cleveland Pops orchestra. 
Thousands attend each year.

Naked Pizza in Westlake
 Talk about pizza with no toppings! An em-
ployee of a Bassett Road business in Westlake 
reported a naked male and female outside of a 
car in the company parking lot on June 20 at 12:22 
a.m., report Westlake Police.
 The vehicle left and was seen to mount a 
curb and drive briefly on a treelawn on Crocker 
Rd. before being stopped by a patrol officer. 
The operator (24-year-old female from Bay Vil-
lage) was eating a slice of pizza as she drove 
without a stitch on. Her passenger (33-year old 
man from Cleveland) was also in the altogether 
cradling an open beer can between his feet. 
Both were under the influence of alcohol and 

west shore blues
were ordered to get dressed.
 The female was arrested for OVI and refused 
a breath test. She was released at 2:11 AM to a 
sober family member on her own recognizance. At 
3:05 AM, she was found wandering along Bradley 
Rd. (modestly dressed this time) after she had ar-
gued with her ride home and jumped out of the 
car. She was arrested again for DCI.
 The male (currently on probation for Drug 
Possession) urinated in the back seat of the cruis-
er; he was charged with DCI, Open Container, 
and Public Indecency. He was released on OR at 
9:10AM and given an old pair of jail uniform pants 
and jail shoes to wear home, as he had only un-
dershorts and a sweatshirt with him in the car at 
the time of his arrest.

Irate Neighbor Holds Contractor at Gunpoint
 When you don’t like the workmanship of the 
tradesman laboring next door, pointing a gun at 
him is a poor way to resolve a matter that doesn’t 
really concern you, report Westlake Police.
 On June 22 at 3:50PM, a 22-year-old Shef-
field Lake man reported that an intoxicated male 
had pointed a handgun at him. The victim was 
working next door to the suspect’s Walden Dr. 
home when Michael TESTA called him over to 
Testa’s residence. TESTA then produced a hand-
gun and ordered the worker into his home.
 TESTA held the worker at gunpoint for a 
short period of time, complaining about the quality 
of the victim’s work, then let him go. The victim 
fled and called 911. Officers responded and set 
a perimeter around TESTA’s house. TESTA was 
contacted by phone and ordered to come out; he 
did so and was arrested without further incident.
 5 handguns, 6 rifles, and a shotgun were 

seized from TESTA’s residence. He is currently 
in the Westlake City jail awaiting his first appear-
ance in the Rocky River Municipal Court (likely by 
CCTV). Charges include Abduction, Agg. Menac-
ing, and Using Weapons while Intoxicated. His 
bond was set at $10,000; he posted it at 11:51 
am and was released. He had to surrender all his 
firearms and must stay away from the victim.

Machete Doesn’t Cut It in Westlake Traffic Stop
 A 23-year-old Lakewood offered an interest-
ing if implausible explanation to Westlake Police 
for the machete in his car on June 25 after being 
stopped for an equipment violation at 4:24 a.m. on 
Clague Rd. Doesn’t everybody use such a tool to 
clear snow off one’s car? Just like people use win-

dow scrapers to hack a trail through the jungle? 
The driver was cited for Two Headlights Required 
and will receive a summons for Carrying Various 
Weapons.

Blowing Smoke Means
Double Trouble for Drunk

 Raising a ruckus in the ER will never win 
you any friends. This was the lesson an intoxi-
cated 26-year-old North Ridgeville man learned 
on June 26 at 11:51PM. He was a passenger in 
a vehicle which left St. John Medical Center and 
was stopped shortly thereafter. His excellent inter-
personal skills fully manifested themselves as he 
blew cigarette smoke in the officers faces. He was 
arrested for DCI.

driver, who was now seated in the vehicle. After 
speaking with the 34 yoa driver, the officer sus-
pected the driver had been drinking. Field sobriety 
tests were administered, and as a result the driver 
was arrested for OVI. The Lakewood resident will 
face charges at RRMC.

Bay High Break-In
 On 06/20/2015, at 0248 hrs, the Bay Village 
Fire Department responded to the Bay High School 
for a fire alarm. While they were checking on the 
alarm they realized that someone had entered the 
school and caused damage. Police responded and 
are currently investigating the incident. Later in the 
day, there was also damage reported to some of 
the construction equipment in the parking lot. If any-
one saw or heard anything suspicious in the area of 
Bay High School around this time they are asked to 
please call the Bay Village Police at 440-871-1234.

 In observance of the 150th anniversary of the end of the U.S. Civil War, the 
70th anniversary of the end of WWII and the 40th anniversary of the conclusion 
of the Vietnam War, Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
will pay tribute to all veterans and their families with a Roundtable Discussion 
and Sharing on Wednesday, July 15th, in the Porter Room, Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. Members and guests are asked to bring a photo, 
heirloom or keepsake and relate a brief story about how war affected them or 
their veteran ancestors or just come to listen and learn from others. Social time, is 
from 6:30-7 p.m. Roundtable begins at 7 p.m. The public is invited, at no cost. For 
questions or additional information, visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs 
or e-mail: cuyahogawest@gmail.com

genealogists to meet



 Bridget Elias, Avon Lake High School English Department chair, 
was named the new assistant principal at Westlake High School.
 Elias replaces Dave Schindler, who was named principal of Dover 
Intermediate School.
 Elias taught AP English, English 9-12, reading, remedial English and 
TV production at Avon Lake High School for 18 years. She was the chair 
of the English Department for 13 years. Prior to that she taught English 
and reading in the Maple Heights City Schools for five years.
 In Avon Lake, Elias helped developed the advanced placement cur-

riculum, added four Post Secondary Educa-
tion Options (now College Credit Plus) to the 
curriculum and coordinated teacher profes-
sional development. She also was the televi-
sion coordinator, providing televised broad-
casts and programming for the high school 
and district. Her experiences span problem 
solving, building management, curriculum, 
master scheduling, meeting facilitation and 
professional development implementation.
 “Bridget has a wealth of classroom and 
leadership experience in education,” said Su-

perintendent Geoff Palmer. “We’re excited about what she brings to the district in curriculum and state 
testing experience. Her expertise in reading and writing also will be an advantage for our high school.”
 Elias earned her undergraduate degree in broadcast journalism from Kent State University. She com-
pleted graduate work at Baldwin Wallace University and Ashland University. She is a Martha Holden 
Jennings Scholar and received the Outstanding Service to Children Awards.
 “I’m very excited to join the Westlake City Schools. It’s a great district,” Elias said. “My vision for 
students is to not only meet the state stan-
dards that serve as the basis for our educa-
tional goals, but to stimulate them further 
by making them life-long learners.”
 Elias lives in Avon Lake with her hus-
band, John, and sons Shane, 19, and Ian, 16.
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Order your Lasagna for Christmas!

32652 Center ridge rd., north ridgeville  440.353.9580
In Millscreek Commons 1/4 Mile West of Barton Rd., 5 Min. from Crocker Park

LUNCH: W, Th, Fri 11-3     DINNER: M-Th 4-8:30 / Fr & Sat 4-9:30 / Sun 4-7:30
www.ninosnorthridgeville.Com

“ ”Where Chef’s eat Italian!
Nino’s has a Banquet Room open for all your needs

- Showers, Meetings, After Funeral Services

peace of mindLife with...

Actual Spectrum Resident

With customized care, our residents 
only pay for the services they need.

A SPECTRUM RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

440.490.4886
27569 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145
GardensAtWestlake.com

Affordable month-to-month rentals 
with 60-day money back guarantee!

Assisted Living |Transitional Memory Care

GW Villager 6 11 25 15

You’re Invited

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

Presentation:

Presenter:

Title:

Organization:

When:

Where:

Get Answers
to Your Financial Questions
At Edward Jones, we believe financial education is 
an important part of achieving your goals. That’s 
why we’re excited to invite you to our upcoming 
program. At this unique event, you’ll learn about 
important investment strategies.

Variable annuities are offered and sold by prospectus. 
You should consider the investment objective, risks, and 
charges and expenses carefully before investing. The 
prospectus contains this and other information. Your 
Edward Jones financial advisor can provide a prospectus, 
which should be read carefully before investing.
Annuities are long-term investments designed to provide tax-deferred 
savings for and during retirement. Withdrawals before age 59 ½ may be 
subject to a 10% early withdrawal penalty and may also be subject to a 
contingent deferred sales charge.

Edward Jones operates as an insurance producer in California, New 
Mexico, and Massachusetts through the following subsidiaries, respec-
tively: Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C., Edward 
Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C., and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C. 

Dana A Banyasz, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

574 Dover Center Rd
Bay Village, OH 44140
440-808-0139

Understanding Social Security 

Joel Manthei

Regional Vice President

Transamerica

Wednesday, August 19
6:30 p.m.

Hors d'oeuvres will be served.

We hope you will join us. Please call
Karen at (440) 808-0139 by Friday,
August 14th.

 

MKD-2742A-A-A1

Orchid Cafe
Miller Nature Preserve
2739 Center Rd.
Avon, OH 44011

 The Fourth of July — Independence Day — is right around 
the corner. But one day, you’ll want to be able to declare your 
own Financial Independence Day. Here are a few suggestions to 
help you along the way:
 First, control your debts. It’s not always easy, in this day 
and age, to keep a lid on your debt level, but the less you owe, 
the more you can invest for the future.
 Also, invest early and often. As an investor, time is your 
greatest ally. The more years in which you invest, the longer 
you’ll have for your investments to potentially grow.
 Here’s one more suggestion: Instead of “clustering” your 
investment dollars around a single asset or two, create a diversi-
fied portfolio that aligns with your unique investment goals, risk 
tolerance and financial circumstances.
 With time, effort and a strategy, you may find your financial 
independence.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor lo-
cated at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

Work toward Your Own Financial 
Independence Day

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for complete story

Dana Banyasz, AAMS®

574 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 | (440) 808-0139

 Gardens at Westlake hosted a Sunshine Cruise Casino Gala for their 
residents and community members on June 6 which turned out to be a 
winning event for everyone as fun and excitement abounded. The Gar-
dens was transformed into a cruise ship casino with slot machines, rou-
lette wheels, and black 
jack and craps tables. 
The crew (aka Gardens 
staff members) pam-
pered guests in true 
cruise fashion with 
passed hors d’oeuvres 
and drinks so everyone 
could play without in-
terruption. Attendees 
were excited to win 
fabulous prizes donated by local businesses. According to Executive Direc-
tor, Rosey Cichon, “Our annual casino gala has become one of the most 
popular events at the Gardens at Westlake and we try to make it bigger and 
better each year.” The Gardens at Westlake, a senior living community of-
fering independent and assisted living, is located at 27569 Detroit Road in 
Westlake. For information about the Gardens, call 440-892-9777.

Casino Gala a Winning Event

Parade of Homes at Gardens at Westlake
 The Gardens at Westlake is holding a Parade of Homes every Thurs-
day in July from 1 – 4 pm. Stop in to view several lovely resident apart-
ments, including one and two bedroom styles plus a unique loft apart-
ment. Then enjoy some light refreshments in our Bistro.
 The Gardens at Westlake, a senior living community offering inde-
pendent and assisted living, is located at 27569 Detroit Road in Westlake 
between Dover Center and Cahoon Roads. For more information, please 
call 440-892-9777.

Bridget Elias Named Westlake High School Assistant Principal
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VISIT 5 TIMES

EARN
$10off
YOUR 6TH VISIT

EAt • REpEAt • REwARd

DOWNLOAD OUR APP    |    SEARCH “MyBRIO”

earn $10 off your 6th visit
your reward is automatically loaded to “my account”

repeat step one 5 times
be sure to select “visit credit” on the app each time you dine

dine-in or order take out
purchase at least 1 entree, valued at $7.95 or more to earn 1 visit credit

INTRODUCING A NEW MyBRIO REWARDS BENEFIT

Learn more at

MyBrioReward.com

Crocker Park
200 Crocker Park Blvd.

Westlake, OH 44145

440-250-8630
Sun.-Thurs. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Come here often?
MAKE IT COUNT


