
 God Cares Ministry is a special mission-
based organization dedicated to supporting folks 
in long-term care facilities.
 Based in Avon Lake, God Cares was started in 
1994 and has since made a difference in the lives 
of thousands. Its purpose is to find and support 
Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry.
 An annual highlight for God Cares Ministry 
is its summer picnic. This year’s picnic was held on 
July 13 at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Westlake.
 The place was hopping with fun, food and 
music as senior center busses from all over the 
area packed the parking lot, bringing hundreds of 
guests to the event.
 Bill Goodrich, President and Founder of the 
ministry, welcomed guests and honored the leg-
acy of John R. Palffy and family, who started the 
picnic 17 years ago.
 “There was a man who lived to be 85 years old,” said Bill. “After his funeral service, his family gave a gift 
to a small organization requesting they hold a picnic for the residents of a nearby senior care home.”
 That first picnic hosted 25 guests. “They had a great time!” said Bill. “It was a wonderful time of being 
away from the care facility and together with friends…..
 “It was so good that the son of this deceased man got an idea: What if we hold a 

August 9 - 15, 2018

volume 8 issue 14

God Cares Ministry: A Great Time at the Summer Picnic

Christy Adkins, O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village, Eve Wilhelmi, Rose 
Senior Living Avon, Leslie Barton, Bickford Senior Living, Tammy 

Danilovic, Normandy Care Center.

continued on page 4

Let’s the good times roll!

The ‘God Cares Ministry’ summer
picnic is an annual highlight for

hundreds of nursing home
residents in the area.



 Retiring Bay Village Supt. of Schools Clint Keener last week passed on the keys to the 
Bay Village Schools - literally - to 
new Supt. Jodie Hausmann.
 The community bids the best 
to Supt. Keener and his family in 
their well-deserved retirement, 
and welcomes new Bay Village 
Supt. of Schools Jodie Hausmann. 
 Read the Supt. Hausmann’s 
welcome message at bayvillage.
ss16.sharpschool.com/district/
superintendent. Her message em-
compasses the many elements that 
make up a great education in Bay.
 “As I watch our youngsters 
explore their community by rid-
ing bikes throughout sidewalk-
lined streets, meeting friends at the beach or coffee shop, or just enjoying a day in our 
beautiful parks and playgrounds, I realize how fortunate we are to live in a community 
that supports its schools, its children and us all,” says Supt. Hausmann. “I am honored to 

serve you and I know that, work-
ing together, we will continue to 
insure our students leave us with 
the knowledge, skills, experiences 
and friendships that provide the 
foundation for a happy and suc-
cessful future.”
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Life has never looked better!

 A truly ‘grand’ gift was dedicat-
ed at The Normandy Senior Living’s 
Breakwater Apartments on July 18 as 
residents and staff gathered to com-
memorate a new Steinway Piano at 
the Rocky River Senior Living facility.
 The magnificent piano - a Bos-
ton by Steinway - is the most gener-
ous gift of Normandy residents Har-
riet and Russell Sanders.
 The idea for the new piano 
was the upshot of discussions with 
a friend at the Normandy, Fedora, 
about a replacement for the beige 
baby grand piano that served the 
Normandy for years. 
 The idea was pursued by the 
Sanders, and research began for 
something beyond compare to grace the newly remodelled Avalon Hall within The Nor-
mandy Senior Living’s Breakwater Apartments.
 Their search took them to the Steinway Piano Gallery of Hudson. There, they learned 
that Steinway is the top name in concert pianos and the Boston model is the one most 
favored by students of Baldwin-Wallace University and The Cleveland Institute of Music.
 The piano arrived at The Normandy five days later. “The piano was not completely 
tuned when it arrived, but it sure did sound amazing,” said Kelly Coury, Administrator at 
The Normandy Senior Living.
 Two weeks later the piano was tuned to perfection by the person who recommended 
the Steinway Piano Gallery to the Sanders.
 “Shortly after, Fedora wanted her friend, Mary Ann Blunk, to come here and per-
form for everyone to hear what the new Boston Piano sounded like,” said Kelly. “The 
night of Mary Ann’s performance was one to remember. We had a full house and then 
some in the Avalon Hall. All who attended the performance really loved what they heard, 
so we had to book something else very soon.”
 The next event came the following week when Gary Ryan, well-known area keyboard 
and piano artist, played to another full house with 75 guests filling the Avalon Room.
 Gary also played at the dedication ceremony, coaxing elegant melodies and chordal 
harmonies from the distinctive instrument. “It is just a pleasure to play this piano,” said 
Gary after the performance. “It is unlike anything else.”

 The filled Avalon Hall resound-
ed with applause as Gary concluded 
his performance. The emotions of 
the day from the capacity Avalon 
Hall audience of Normandy residents 
were echoed by the words of owner 
Cameron Orlean, who addressed the 
Sanders personally from the dias:
 “Nothing sounds like home 
more than music, and this is your 
home,” said Cameron. “We thank 
you sincerely. Through the years, 
whenever this piano is played, ev-
eryone will think of you and the 
generosity of this gift. Thank you.”

A ‘Grand’ Gift for The Normandy Senior Living

Harriet and Russell Sanders with Kelly Coury, Administrator, 
and Cameron Orlean, Owner, The Normandy Senior Living

Keyboard artist, Gary Ryan, performs at the piano
dedication ceremony July 18.

Welcome, Supt. Hausmann
 Two Bay PTA units (all in one fam-
ily) welcomed Superintendent Jodie Haus-
mann on her first official day with Bay Vil-
lage Schools! The Jenkins family, pictured 
from left -- Drew, Meghan (PTA Council 
president), Craig (Westerly PTA president), 
Claire and Supt. Hausmann.

Passing of the Keys!

Retiring Bay Village Supt. Clint Keener passes the keys
to new Supt. Jodie Hausmann.
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The Normandy Hosts Grand Opening of New Assisted Living Facility

 The Normandy Senior Living cam-
pus opened the doors to its newest build-
ing, Lakeside Assisted Living, on Sun-
day, Aug. 5 from 1 – 4 p.m. for a public 
open house.
 Hundreds of guests turned out to 
tour the latest project completed on 
The Normandy campus, rounding off 
the continuum of care offered including 
skilled nursing, memory care, assisted 
living and independent living.
 The building features 40 spacious 
studio, 1- and 2-bedroom assisted living 

apartments and 40 memory care suites in Edie’s Place, Lakeside’s dedi-
cated memory care wing, specifically designed to ensure resident safety 
and comfort, while encouraging an active, independent lifestyle.
 Lakeside residents will have access to accommodations, such as 
daily chef-prepared, restaurant-style meals and housekeeping and 
laundry services. Lakeside also includes a patio, beauty salon and spa, 
library lounge and home-style dining room.
 Edie’s Place will cater to those coping with Alzheimer’s and de-
mentia. Each resident has access to services such as nutrition and well-
ness support, medication management, 24-hour nurse and caregiver 
support, and assistance bathing, dressing and grooming.  They will also 
have access to additional amenities such as family lounges, an enclosed 
courtyard and a controlled multisensory Snoezelen room.
 Open house attendees received facility tours, refreshments, com-
plimentary valet and special giveaways, including 2 tickets for dinner 
and a cruise on the Goodtime III.
 About The Normandy Senior Living: Lakeside Assisted Living is 

part of The Norman-
dy Senior Living 

Lakeside Assisted Living is Newest Addition to Rocky River Senior Living Campus

Dayna and Cameron Orlean welcome guests to the new Normandy Lakeside 
Assisted Living units. Along with the newly remodelled Breakwater Apart-

ments and The Normandy Care Center, the Rocky River facility offers resi-
dents a comprehensive lifestyle choice where they may transition in place.

Cameron, Jesse and David Orlean of the Normandy ownership fam-
ily, on hand to meet guests at last weekend’s grand open house.

Administrator Kelly Coury and Marketing 
Director Kim Zdanowicz.

Campus that includes The Normandy 
Care Center, a 150-bed rehabilita-
tion and skilled nursing facility and 
Breakwater Apartments, Normandy’s 
newly renovated independent living 
community. All properties are locat-
ed on Normandy’s secure, wooded, 
30 acre beautifully landscaped cam-
pus in Rocky River, Ohio. Visit www.
thenormandy.com to learn more.

www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com 
for more photos

thenormandy.com • 22441 Lake Road Rocky River, Ohio 44116 • info@thenormandy.com

We are the Normandy - a senior living community that embraces and encourages living at every age and stage,  
to enrich your days with fulfilling experiences. The Normandy campus offers a continuum of care at the newly  

renovated Breakwater Apartments, brand new Lakeside Assisted Living and The Normandy Care Center.

Schedule a tour of our campus today! 

Call 440.333.5401

We are
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picnic every year? What if we invite all the family members to participate 
in the volunteering and the funding, and what if we invite our closest 
friend and people from other senior care facilities throughout our com-
munity? Wouldn’t that be great?”
 The idea took hold, and this year - 17 years later - God Cares has “had 
the privilege of hosting over 1200 residents and staff at these picnics.”
 Bill presented the Palffy family with a plaque at this year’s picnic.

God Cares Ministry: A Great Time at the Summer Picnic
continued from page 1

 “In honor and memory of John R. Palffy, Jr.’s family 
and friends, I would like to present this plaque,” said Bill. 
“It reads: ‘Friends, I want to encourage you to leave a legacy 
of love. One kind deed every day for another person, with-
out any expectation of a reward....May the Lord cause your 
seeds of loving kindness to grow and bear much good fruit.”
 To learn more, please visit www.GodCaresMinistry.com
www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for more photos

Cathy Goodrich and guests

YMCA!

The Palffy family with Bill and Cathy Goodrich  (R).


