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Swing Time for Lorain County Seniors
	 It	was	time	again	to	swing	to	the	sounds	of	the	Dan	Zola	Orchestra	as	the	Emerald	Event	Center	
in	Avon	played	host	to	the	24th	annual	Big	Band	Dance	brought	to	area	seniors	each	year	by	the	
North	Ridgeville	Senior	Center	and	the	Lorain	County	
Office	on	Aging.
	 Sponsored	 by	 Cardinal	 Care	 Management,	 a	
premier	healthcare	provider	throughout	the	Greater	
Cleveland	and	Mid-Ohio	regions,	all	proceeds	from	
ticket	 sales	 go	 directly	 to	 these	 two	organizations	
helping	seniors	in	North	Ridgeville	and	throughout	
Lorain	County.	These	programs	include	transporta-
tion,	meals-on-wheels,	socialization	and	supportive	
services.

Celebrating Our
Students

	 Each	year	over	300	senior	citizens	enjoy	this	exciting	evening	of	dancing	or	just	tapping	their	feet	to	the	
beat.	Music	began	at	7	p.m.	and	the	band	played	until	10	p.m.	
	 Snacks	were	provided	and	a	variety	of	hot	foods/drinks	were	available	for	purchase.

Visit www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com for more photos of this event.

Seven Named National Merit
Commended Scholars See page 7

Dan Zola performs 
with the Dan Zola 

Orchestra

The Dan Zola 
Orchestra

Jeriann and 
Roger Golba
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WIN THIS PREMIER EVENT

440.353.2828 • BISTRO83.COM
36033 WESTMINISTER AVE • NORTH RIDGEVILLE

DINE WITH US, AUGUST 1 - SEPTEMBER 30, 
& ENTER TO WIN A SIT DOWN WINE PAIRING DINNER FOR 6, 

IN OUR NEWLY RENOVATED BAR SEATING AT BISTRO 83 plus 
MEMBERSHIP TO BISTRO 83’s EXCLUSIVE WINE SOCIETY!

Must be 21+ to enter/win. Only one (1) entry per visit/person.  All valid diners at table/bar are 
able to enter. Only entry slips provided by Bistro 83 are accepted. Winners will be drawn after 
September 30. Wine Paring Dinner will be held when the expansion/renovation is complete. 

Winners will also immediately become a part of our Wine Society.

Wine Dinner  6
   WineSociety  

for

plus

    $500 Value

 Mercy Health celebrated 125 years of service to com-
munity and also shared a look at the future of healthcare 
at a special day of recognition on Wed., Sept. 20.
 The event kicked off with a community leader lun-
cheon featuring Sr. Carole Anne Griswold, HM, a Mercy 
Board of Trustees member who reflected on Mercy’s mis-
sion and heritage. Edwin M. Oley, Senior Vice President 
Mercy Health and Chief Executive Officer Mercy Lorain, 
shared key drivers in healthcare and updates on Mercy 
and its role in the community.

Honoring 125 Years of Service
 Mercy celebrated 125 years of service and honored 
the Sisters who founded the organization, as well as 

former and current employees and volunteers. Mercy’s 
commitment to the community is exemplified through 
their community presence. In 2016, Mercy provided over 
$20 million in community benefit within Lorain County.
 “I am proud to see the many parts that make Mer-
cy one quality, compassionate organization with a rich 
history and tradition contributed by each part,” said Sr. 
Carole Anne Griswold, former Vice President of Mission 
Integration at Mercy. “I believe Jesus and all those on 
whose shoulders we have stood for 125 years are with us 
today in spirit and would say to us, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servants. Go and do the same as you move into a 
future filled with hope.’”

Coming: State of the Art Medical Centers
 Mercy announced plans to build state-of-the-art 
medical centers throughout Lorain County. A 30,000 
square foot center on Oak Point Road is planned to open 
in 2018 including primary and specialty care, walk-in 
care services and occupational health services. Mercy also shared plans 
to build in Wellington and Oberlin and is in the process of determining 
services lines best suited to those communities.
 “We are very excited to expand access to care throughout our coun-
ty,” said Oley. “These investments exemplify our commitment to provid-
ing high-quality, compassionate care to the communities we serve.”

Technology
 Mercy is the only hospital in Northern Ohio region to offer MyChart 
Bedside to provide patients in the hospital with an electronic tool to view 
their medical results, review education material on their diagnosis and 
also find comfort and relaxation with entertainment options.
 The new office buildings will be designed as the ‘practice of the fu-
ture’ and be equipped with the latest tech, including e-check in and tele-
medicine services.

 “Patient expectations are changing 
and Mercy is delivering on the desire 
to use technology to make healthcare 
easier and more convenient,” said Oley. 
“From MyChart to e-visits, Mercy is 
better able to offer patients options on 
how to receive care and their medical 
information.

New Look
 Mercy is transitioning to the name 
Mercy Health to reflect to its connec-
tion to Mercy Health, headquartered 
in Cincinnati. Mercy Health is a Cath-
olic healthcare ministry with more 
than 34,000 employees and more than 
450 locations in Ohio and Kentucky. 
Moving forward, the hospitals in Lo-
rain County will be known as Mercy 

Mercy Celebrates 125 Years of Service to Community

Catherine Woskobnick, Vice President of Mission and Values Integration, 
Edwin M. Oley, Senior Vice President Mercy Health and Chief Executive 
Officer Mercy Lorain, Scott Pember, President Mercy Foundation and Sr. 

Carole Anne Griswold, HM, a Mercy Board of Trustees Member

Paul Balcomb, past president Lorain Community Hospital,
joins with Catherine Woskobnick, VP Mission Integration,

Mercy Health Lorain, in candle lighting ceremonies.

Edwin Oley, CEO Mercy Health Lorain, at the unveiling 
of the hospital’s new look and name last week.

Health-Lorain Hospital and Mercy 
Health-Allen Hospital.
 “As part of the largest health system 
in the state of Ohio, it’s important that 
we unite under one name,” said Oley. 
“United together, we are able to leverage 
best practices and be in the forefront of 
the latest services and technology, which 
ultimately allows us to continue to deliv-
er on our mission to the Lorain County 
community.”
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Offi ce open daily 10 am to 6 pm 
including weekends!
Located at Miller and Walker 
Roads in Avon Lake.

Visit our site:
www.aquamarineluxuryapartments.com

Garden Homes
1 & 2 BR’s $859 to $1400’s
Townhomes
1, 2, 3 BR’s $999 to $1500’s

Townhomes:
• Private Entries
• Cozy Front Porches
• Vaulted Ceilings
• 1 & 2 Car Garages

Garden Homes:
• Elevator Access
• 24/7 Security
• Attached Garages

Short term leases available. Furnished & Unfurnished

• Heated Pool
• Fitness Club
• Tanning
• Sport Court
• Pub Room
• Party Rooms
• Golf Course
•  Peaceful, Natural

Setting
•  Walk to lake-front 

Park with Pier, Beach 
& Boat Launch

The Area’s Finest 
Clubhouse offering 

a Country Club 
Atmosphere.

Luxury Apartment Homes

BRAND NEW
APARTMENTS

  BRAND
NEW! 

Aqua Marine Apartments 
by Kopf Builders

750 Aqua Marine Blvd.  • Avon Lake, OH  44012

440-933-0250

1028_AquamarineLuxApartments_FHG_6x8_1.indd   1 10/20/2015   12:55:30 PM

1 & 2 BR’s $899 to $1400’s

by Kopf Properties

 Keeping it all in the family, Avon High School senior Drew 
Horton, 17, has earned the highest possible ACT Composite score 
of 36. His sister, Cassandra Horton (AHS Class of 2016) scored a 
perfect 36 in 2015.
 Nationally, while the actual number of students earning the top 
score varies from year-to-year, on average, less than one-tenth of 1 
percent of students who take the ACT earn the top score. Among 
test takers last year, only 2,235 of the more than 2.1 million students 
earned an ACT Composite score of 36. According to information 
from the ACT, in Ohio, the average ACT Composite score for the 
Class of 2017 was 22. The national Composite score was 21.
 According to Avon High School Principal, Kristina Buller, 
who has now been at AHS for 23 years, when Cassandra earned 
the honor, is was the first student to achieve perfection in that time. 
Now the school boasts two perfect scores within two years, and siblings.
 Drew’s high school activities include member of the Book Club, National Honor Society and 
Junior Statesmen of America (JSA). He also has taken a combined 10 Advanced Placement and Col-
lege Credit Plus courses in high school. His current overall GPA is 4.2.
 Drew is also an Eagle Scout.
 “My sister scoring a 36 was a big part of my motivation,” said Drew. “I studied a lot on my 
own. I have taken the test a few times so I was familiar with the types of questions. I am happy 
with the results this time.”
 He aspires to study chemical engineering in college and plans to apply at the University of 
Akron, University of Cincinnati and Purdue University.
 Drew’s parents are Steve and Martha Horton. His mother is a chemistry teacher at Brook-
side High School. His father is a chemical engineer at PolyOne Corporation.

Avon Senior Scores Perfect 36 on ACT
 Five Rocky River High 
School seniors were named 
2017 National Merit Semifi-
nalists.
 Angeliki Citron, Megan 
Fox, Catherine Hauck, Riley 
Robinette and Jamie Spal-
lino are among the 16,000 
students from 22,000 high 
schools across the country 
who took the PSAT in their 
junior year and earned scores 
high enough to qualify as 
Semifinalists. These students 
will move on to compete for 
about 8,300 National Merit Scholarships worth more than $34 million.
 Less than 1 percent of high school seniors make it to the semifinal round. 
About 15,000 students are expected to move on to become National Merit Final-
ists, which should be announced in February.
 Dante Centuori, Elizabeth Demers, James Fitzgibbon, Oleg Golev, Elizabeth 
Kysela, Katherine Malquest and Josiah Sawyer are among the about 34,000 students 
nationwide to be recognized as National Merit Commended students in recognition 
of their outstanding academic promise. Commended students can become candi-
dates for Special Scholarships sponsored by corporations and businesses.

Rocky River High School Has Five
National Merit Semifinalists

First Row: Jamie Spallino, Angeliki Cintron, Megan Fox; 
Second Row: Riley Robinette, Katherine Malquest, Catherine 
Hauck, Elizabeth Kysela; Third Row: Elizabeth Demers, Oleg 

Golev, Dante Centuori, Josiah Sawyer, James Fitzgibbon
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Waterford Place 
Luxury Apartments & Villas

• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
• Attached 1 or 2 ½ Car Garage

• Walk-In Closets
• 1,250 to 1,600 Square Feet

• Vaulted / Nine-Foot Ceilings
• Full Size Washer and Dryer

with Utility Sink
• Curbside Garbage Pick-up

• One Mile from I-90

Let Us Help You Find
Your New Home Today!

440-934-9080

It already feels like home.

W
Bring in this ad and we’ll waive your application fee

5399 Waterford Circle, Sheffield Village, OH 44035 
(E) Office@WaterfordLuxuryApartments.com   

(W) www.WaterfordLuxuryApartments.com.com

Helping Clients
Reach Their
Aspirations

Dr. Gary J. Harloff, Ph.D.
Private portfolio manager specialist

in return and risk management

795 Sharon Drive, Suite 226, Westlake, OH 44145 • 440-871-7278 • HarloffCapital.com • Harloff@wowway.biz

FREE Retirement
Portfolio Return and

Risk Management
Seminar & Lunch*

Learn differences in financial advisors,
what normal returns look like,

and bear-market pitfalls.

Thursday, October 12
10 am to 1 pm

Must reserve your spot:
440-871-7278, limited seating

*One day instructional, non-selling seminar

 Can rocket science help you reach your financial goals?
 Gary Harloff, Ph.D., is a private portfolio manager spe-
cialist in both return AND risk management. He owns a fee-
based Registered Investment Advisory Firm, Harloff Capital 
Management, in Westlake, OH. “We act in the best interest of 
our clients,” reports Dr. Harloff.
 His R&D research includes mathematical modeling 
of aircraft, missiles, and spacecraft from take-off to orbital 
speeds. He worked for NASA as a scientist and engineer. He 
has two turbomachinery patents and many engineering pub-
lications. Importantly, he has modeled the stock market for 
over 40 years and has written a book on investing in 2010. 
This background brings a proactive perspective to Dr. Harl-
off ’s commitment to client financial success. 
 “We employ proprietary algorithms, not available elsewhere, to invest long and in-
verse in various: sectors, countries, indexes, and volatility levels. We offer several separate 
account strategies and a pooled investment fund for accredited investors. Rocket Science 
Helps! “Many other advisors sell clients passively allocated portfolios of funds and an-
nuities. Passive advisors do not have discretionary authority over portfolios. The markets 
then actually “manage” these portfolios. According to a recent survey many investors 
misunderstand active compared with passive investing,” said Dr. Harloff.
 To learn about the differences in financial advisors, what normal returns look like, 
and bear-market pitfalls, plan to attend Dr. Harloff ’s seminar and lunch on Oct. 12 from 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. The seminar will be held at Harloff Capital Management, 795 Sharon 
Drive in Westlake. Please phone (440) 871-7278 to reserve your seat. Seating is limited.

Harloff Capital Management:
Reaching Your Aspirations

WHS TechMates Participate in Engineering Activity Day at CSU
 Students in the Westlake High School TechMates Club (Technology & Engineering 
Department) participated in the Engineering Activity Day at the Cleveland State Univer-
sity Washkewicz College of Engineering recently.
 After being treated to a continental breakfast to start the day, the students listened to 
a presentation on “What Engineers Do?” by Gregg Schoof, Manager of the Engineering 
Student Programs. Kyle Stephens, mechanical engineering student, and Megan Keleman, 
computer science student, also contributed to the discussion.
 Students then went outside and next door to walk the site of the almost-
completed engineering building, led by one of the project managers from Gil-
bane Construction. The new engineering building will house several meeting 
rooms, classrooms, labs, and will be anchored by the centrally located “Fab 
Lab”. The new building is expected to open before the end of the year.
 After the tour, the students went back inside and broke up into groups to 
participate in an engineering activity called “Trash Sliders.” The objective of 
this activity was to design a “slider” out of trash that can race down an incline 
as quickly as possible while losing the fewest marbles. It also taught them how 
to work together in a team and solve a simple problem with a limited amount 
of materials.
 Next, a student panel of various engineering majors answered a variety 
of questions and discussed the average day in the life of a college engineer-
ing student, including how they 
handled the academic workload, 
the benefits of joining engineering 
clubs, and how they were inspired 
to major in engineering while still 
a high school student.
 Another unique and perti-
nent activity students participated 
in was the driving simulator, di-
rected by civil engineering profes-
sor Dr. Jacqueline Jenkins. Select 
students got to try their hand at 
driving a vehicle under simulated 
conditions, such as through city Trash Slider Challenge – Ethan Simon group

Scott Rennard testing the driving simulator New Engineering Building Tour – girls team

streets, out in the country, or in icy conditions.
 To conclude the day, other CSU engineering students took the TechMates on a cam-
pus tour, showing them all aspects of college life while at Cleveland State University. The 
Engineering Activity Day event was organized by Schoof and Hannah Rosen, coordina-
tor and head of recruitment and Engineering Student Programs at the Cleveland State 
University Washkewicz College of Engineering.
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Deficiency Free State Survey!

A

Pulmonary Care Program:
Including Mechanical Ventilation and Tracheostomy Care, featuring 
Respiratory Therapy 7 days / week and Dr. Ricaurte, Pulmonologist.

● Newly Renovated Private Suites: Accepting both long term and short term   
 Medicare and Medicaid

● Free WiFi

● Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy available 7 days a week:
Getting you home quicker at your optimal level of independence

● 24/7 RN, LPN and STNA Assistance

● High Level Acuity:  IV Antibiotic Therapy, TPN, Wound Vac, Peritoneal Dialysis,   
 Trach Management and Care

● Clinical Care Pathways:  Cardiac, Orthopedics, and Stroke

● Memory Care Unit:  Newly renovated and featuring Rhythm of the Day   
 Montessori programming with dedicated staff.

A

www.AvonPlaceCare.com
Phone: 440-937-6201

 Fax: 440-937-0492
Avon Place

32900 Detroit Rd, Avon OH 44011

Jamie McGinty, Hospital Liaison 216.570.0460      Lee Mahar, Hospital Liaison 440.935.1800     Danielle Shaffstall, Hospital Liaison 440.281.2932

 Westlake High School junior Isabella DiGiulio 
scored a perfect 36 on the ACT exam.
 Isabella said she reviewed 
some practice questions from 
the ACT website in prepara-
tion for the exam.
 Isabella participates in com-
petitive gymnastics through the 
club team North Olmsted Gym-
nastics and is a member of the 
WHS Varsity gymnastics team. 
She earned the team Sportsman-
ship award from WHS gymnas-
tics her freshman year and helped the high school team 
advance to district competition last year.
 Isabella also plays the French horn in marching 
band and is section leader of the mellophones. She vol-
unteers at Youth Challenge Sports.
 As a junior, Isabella has just begun her college search, 
but so far is impressed by Duke University and the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. She enjoys math and plans to pur-
sue a career in the STEM field. She plans to job shadow 
this year to help narrow her decision on a course of study.

WHS Junior Scores 
Perfect 36 on ACT

 What causes urinary incontinence and loss of 
bladder control?
 Medical lecturer Tom Strong, a Westlake resident, 
explained how bladder issues can become trouble-
some at a Lunch & Learn program held at Huntington 
Woods Care and Rehabilitation in Westlake Tuesday.
 Even though it is normal to go 7-9 times a day, 
several issues can push people to the 12-16 times/day 
range for trips to the bathroom. Bladder infections 
and, in men, prostate problems are causes.
 Urinary urgency and incontinence are also issues 
that may be traced to simply over consuming fluids, 
overweight or ‘stress’ incontinence from sneezing or 

Huntington Woods Lunch & Learn:
Bladder Problems & Incontinence

laughing. Muscle strengthening around the bladder 
through kegel exercises can help.
 A full bladder may contain 8 ounces of fluid but 
can hold 2 ½ times that amount.
 Understanding bladder and urinary inconti-
nence is one way Huntington Woods remains com-
mitted to educating community on basic health is-
sues. Lunch & Learn programs are regularly offered.
 Huntington Woods Care and Rehabilitation is a 82 
Bed skilled nursing facility. They provide nursing ser-
vices 24 hours a day seven days a week as well as skilled 
therapy up to seven days a week. Additionally Hunting-
ton Woods also features 45 beds for patients with mem-
ory care needs. Huntington Woods has recently been awarded a deficiency free survey by the Ohio Department of Health. 
 The Tom Strong presentation was co-sponsored by The Gardens at Westlake Assisted Living.

Medical lecturer Tom Strong speaks about bladder problems
and incontinence at Huntington Woods last Tuesday.

 Avon Lake High School is pleased to announce 
two senior students have been named as National Mer-
it Semifinalists from the 2018 National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation. Approximately 16,000 students 
across the country were named as semifinalists in the 
scholarship competition.
 Robert Nordman – parents Rob and Heather Nordman; 
School activities: Chess Club president, Math and Science Club, 
Photography Club, Academic Challenge, Drama Club. Potential col-
lege major: Computer Science. College(s) of interest: Boston Univer-
sity, Illinois University, Brown University, The Ohio State University
 Morgan Strauss – parents Keith and Jeanette Strauss; 
School activities: Model UN, Science Olympiad, Academic Chal-
lenge, National Honor Society, Math and Science Club; Potential 
college major: Engineering, Biomedical engineering; College(s) of 
interest: Northwestern, Georgia Tech

Robert Nordman and Morgan Strauss

Two Avon Lake Seniors Named 
National Merit Semifinalists



 The City of Avon and Mayor Bryan Jensen were saved by 
Superheroes on Sat., Sept. 16 as the community was invaded by 
comic book evil-doers who had to be turned away by a cast of 
terrific kids.
 The event was a partnership between Avon and the group, 
‘Super Heroes To Kids In Ohio.’ 
 The City, Mayor Jensen and local celebrities assisted chil-
dren who are battling illness and adversity rescue the commu-
nity leaders from dastardly comic book villains like Lex Luther, 
the Joker and more.
 In all, nearly 40 popular comic book characters (both heroes 
and villains) took part in short, scripted scenes that played out at 
various points throughout the city. It ended with a big photo ses-
sion at the Avon Aquatic Facility. 
 “This is an event that gives these kids a chance to forget about 
their troubles for a few hours and just have a good time,” said 
Mayor Jensen, who was ‘kidnapped’ by The Joker and painted 
with lipstick during lunch at Avon Isle.
 With members from all different walks of life, it is the goal 
of ‘Super Heroes To Kids In Ohio’  to spread good will by simple 
acts of kindness, the recognition of individuals who have battled 

through adversity, and to encourage the involvement of ‘com-
munity’ to make a positive difference in the lives of others, espe-
cially children. 
 This official 501(c)3 non-profit charity makes costumed 
visits to children’s hospitals, special needs centers, and various 
charitable events whenever needed, all in an attempt to bring 
hope and smiles to children and families.  
 With nearly 500 visits and events to their credit since in-
ception in 2010, they have been honored with awards by The 
American Red Cross. The Cleveland Police, and Murray Ridge.
 Partnering with the City of Avon, special recognition was 
given to over 20 ‘Superhero’ kids who saved the city!
 “It is a tremendous honor for our group,” said co-founder 
Brian Chulik of the group’s partnership with Avon. “As one of 
our other co-founders, Jimmy Myers says: the kids are the real 
heroes!”
 Pam Fechter, one of the event organizers for the city, re-
ported that the day was a huge success for the kids and plans are 
already being discussed for next year.
 Adding to the fun was the addition of celebrity bad guys 
like attorney Tim Misney (‘I will make them pay!’) as Lex Luther 

and Channel 19’s Shelby Miller as Lois Lane.
 Super Heroes To Kids In Ohio is a 501(c)3 non-profit not 
affiliated with DC Comics, Marvel, Disney, or any other sim-
ilar group or company. All acts are done in a charitable tone.
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Need Computer Help?
Do you think 

your computer 
has a virus?

Is your computer
not running as well

as it used to?

Do you need 
help operating 
the computer?

• Virus and Spyware Removal
• Speed up a Slow Computer
• Personal Computer Tutoring
• New Hardware Installation

• Home Networking
• System Upgrades
• Troubleshooting

• And More!

I can help with all of your computer problems.
Call today! Free Estimates

440-263-7229
Spenser Tuneberg  Technical Computer Specialist • 15+ Years Experience

Superheros  Save  Avon!

Visit www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com
for more photos of this event.

Thor passes 
on his secrets 

to a young 
Superhero.

“I will make them pay,” said Tim (Lex Luther) 
Misney as he was carted away by Superman.

Superhero Day was
a hit in Avon!

Mayor Jensen, marked by The Joker,
is kidnapped by Loki and Harley Quinn!

A family of 
Superheros

The Good 
Guys save 

the day!
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32652 Center Ridge Rd., North Ridgeville | 440.353.9580
In Millscreek Commons 1/4 Mile West of Barton Rd., 5 Min. from Crocker Park

LUNCH: W, Th, Fri 11-3   DINNER: M-Th 4-8:30 / Fr & Sat 4-9 / Sun 4-7:30
www.NiNosNorthridgeville.com

Nino’s famous
pumpkin bread pudding

is in season

“

“ ”
Nino’s has a Banquet Room open for all your needs

- Showers, Meetings, After Funeral Services

39424 Detroit Road
Avon, Ohio 44011

440-934-5948
pinehavengardencenter.com

October 7

Face Painting
Pony Rides, 1 2 - 2 pm

Bouncy House
New Games & Prizes

Photo Station
Cookies & Cider

which includes
all of the following:$10 per

child

11 am - 2 pm

 WHS seniors Kimaya Bakhle, Avi P. Kirpekar, Lalitaditya Kulshreshtha, Gabriel A. Leonard, Connor Mahon, Patrick 
W. Smith and Norah M. Wilson were named Na-
tional Merit Commended students.
 They are among the 34,000 high scorers on the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) to be recognized for 
their outstanding academic promise. These students 
can become candidates for special scholarships pro-
vide by corporate and business sponsors.
 They join our seven previously named National 
Merit Semifinalists Julia Aylward, Steven Brewer, Samantha Giusto, Ryan Karpuszka, Patrick Lee, Jack Wu and Kyle Yu.

Seven Named National Merit Commended Scholars

 Seven Westlake High School seniors were named 2017 National Merit Semifinalists.
 Seniors Julia Aylward, Steven Brewer, Samantha Giusto, Ryan Karpuszka, Patrick Lee, Jack Wu and Kyle Yu are among the 
16,000 students from 22,000 high schools across the country who took the PSAT in their junior year and earned scores high 
enough to qualify as Semifinalists. These students will move on to compete for approximately 8,300 National Merit Scholar-
ships worth more than $34 million.
 WHS has the highest number of Semifinalists in the South-
western Conference and the second highest number among 
neighboring school districts, both public and private.
 Less than 1 percent of high school seniors make it to the 
semifinal round. About 15,000 students are expected to move 
on to become National Merit Finalists, which should be an-
nounced in February.
 “Congratulations to Westlake’s seven National Merit Semifi-
nalists,” said Superintendent Scott Goggin. “They demonstrate the 
dedication to academic excellence and enthusiasm for learning that 
we foster in our students. I wish them the best of luck in the next 
phase of the National Merit Program.”

WHS Seniors Named in 2017 National Merit Program

 If you want to enjoy a comfortable retirement, you have to 
plan for it – and you should start early. In fact, you may want to 
establish a “retirement countdown.”
 You might start this countdown at least 10 years away 
from your retirement. At this stage of your life, your earnings 
may be reaching their peak, and your children may be grown. 
This means you could have more money to invest in your IRA 
and 401(k) — so put in as much as you can afford.
 Fast forward to one to three years before you retire. At this 
point, consider rebalancing your investment mix to reduce your 
risk level and to provide more opportunities for income.
 Finally, once you’re on the doorstep of retirement, you’ll 
need to determine just how much you can afford to take each 
year from your 401(k), IRA and other retirement accounts. 
And you’ll need to budget for recurring expenses, such as 
health care.
 These aren’t the only steps you can take for your retirement 
countdown – but they can help you along the way.
 Dana Banyasz, is your Edward Jones financial advisor lo-
cated at 574 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village.
 Member SIPC

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Here’s Your Retirement Countdown

Visit TheVillagerNewspaper.com for complete story

Dana Banyasz, AAMS®

574 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 | (440) 808-0139

 Avon High School boasts two (2) National Merit Scholar Semifinalists from the 2018 National Merit Scholarship program.
 Bhavya Appana – parents Ramarao and Swathi Appana. Bhavya is a member of National Honor Society and Student Council, as well 
as the Orchestra. She was recently accepted to the Northeast Ohio Regional Orchestra and was also selected for the OMEA All-State Or-
chestra. She is currently undecided on a college major. She has applied to the University of Pittsburgh and Northwestern.
 Ashley Granitto – parents Matt and Meg Granitto. Ashley is president of the Class of 2018, a member of National Honor Society and 
Student Council. She plans to study Computer Science in college and has 
applied to Case Western Reserve University and Cornell.
 The National Merit program recognizes students with high PSAT scores 
and a strong academic record. Approximately 1.5 million high school juniors 
across the country this year will compete for 7,400 scholarships -- a total of 
$32 million. Semifinalists represent less than 1 percent of American high 
school seniors. Approximately 15,000 students will advance to the finalist 
round in February, and learn if they won in the spring.Ashley Granitto Bhavya Appana

Avon High School Students Named National Merit Semifinalists
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For more information and to book a 
private dining room, please contact a 

manager at (440) 250-8630

Party room is complimentary
with your reservation. Seats 55

new Brio Private Dining rooms are available for Birthdays,
anniversaries, Holidays, Cocktail Parties, luncheons, Business meetings,

Family Gatherings, mitzvahs, Bridal luncheons & Showers.

Book Your
Special Event

Today


