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With God, all things are possible....

Merry Christmas
...from our family to yours

May this Christmas season bring joy to
all our readers and families. We wish you
a blessed holiday season, a very Merry

Christmas, and joy, peace and happiness
in the New Year. Merry Christmas to all!

-The  Villager  Family

Westlake Crowns Mike and Delicia
Ostrowski as 2021 Mr. & Mrs. Westlake

 For years, Westlake’s annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony at City Hall has 
also marked the crowning of Mr. and 
Mrs. Westlake. Since 1955, the Town 
Criers have celebrated one couple 
that have best served the people of 
Westlake in a positive and outstand-
ing manner. This year, the honor 
went to Mike and Delicia Ostrowski.
 Mayor Dennis M. Clough and 
Rick Grane of the Town Criers com-
memorated the Ostrowskis’ selfless-
ness in a small, socially-distanced 
ceremony at Westlake City Hall the 
evening of Dec. 6, 2020. Attendees 
wore masks when not speaking.

continued on page 5

 An annual Bay Village holiday high-
light is Santa’s fire truck ride through the 
community.
 This year’s event was greeted by hun-
dreds of kids who came out to see Santa 
ride by last Sunday, Dec. 6, between the 
hours of 2-4 p.m.
 The event was hosted by the Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society and the Bay Village 
Kiwanis, who asked all Bay Village resi-
dents, young and old, to join in welcoming 
Santa to the community.

continued on page 5

Here Comes 
Santa Claus!

 Students from Avon High School 
were represented last weekend when 
Cleveland Browns quarterback Baker 
Mayfield took the field in Tennessee on 
Sunday against the Titans. 
 Mayfield is part of the NFL’s ‘My 
Cause My Cleats’ program where players 
have the opportunity to pick a cause that 
is important to them and represent their 
chosen organization on custom designed 
cleats. Baker has been a strong supporter 
of Special Olympics Ohio.
 Avon High School’s Unified Club 
recently took part in the ‘Art of Inclu-
sion’ campaign through Special Olympics 

Baker Mayfield Represents Art from Avon Students

continued on page 8

Seasonal attractions 
are highlighted by 

the Holiday Tree that 
is the centerpiece 

at Crocker Park. The 
nightly light show 
is timed to themed 
holiday music. Stop 
by for some family 
entertainment. See 

inside for more area 
holiday photos.
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Concord Reserve, originally The Lutheran Home,is a  
Life Enriching Communities campus, affiliated with the  
West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church  
and welcomes people of all faiths.

Our newly opened and beautifully designed apartment community offers a variety 
of one- and two-bedroom floor plans with easy access to all of Concord Reserve’s 

conveniences. Each residence features high ceilings, a full-sized kitchen with custom 
finishes, laundry room, and same-floor storage units. Well-appointed to provide full 
independence and the assurance of a continuum of care, we invite you to come see 

these move-in ready apartments – and start doing more of what you enjoy. 

Introducing the new Concord Reserve 
independent living apartment homes.  

Accepting reservations now.

Now conducting safety-conscious tours.  
Call (440) 871-0090 to schedule a visit or  

learn more at ConcordReserve.org. 

A LIFE ENRICHING COMMUNITY

The Choice in Wellness Lifestyle SM

Concord Reserve

 Doing what you want to do when you want to do it, 
that’s how retirement should be. Life at Concord Reserve 
looks the way you choose. From what you eat for breakfast 
to how you spend your days, you’re in control. As a con-
tinuing care retirement community (CCRC) – and a not-
for-profit–we’re here to help you fulfill your goals.
 Building on our long history of serving residents of 
Westlake, we now offer a full continuum of services with 
the addition of 80 newly constructed apartment homes to 
support your independent lifestyle. By choosing Concord 
Reserve, you open yourself up to enjoying these top five 
benefits of living in a CCRC:
 1. Continuum of Care – Whether you experience a 
health change or you have an elective surgery that will re-
quire some therapy-- you can receive the level of service 
necessary and the care you’re accustomed to from the peo-
ple you’ve grown to trust on the Concord Reserve campus.
 2. Maintenance-free Living – Leaving home mainte-
nance behind is one of the key benefits of living at Con-
cord Reserve. But it’s not just being tired of mowing the 
grass and shoveling the snow. Maintenance and repair on a 

The Benefits of Living the Life You Want
house and the appliances in the home take time away from 
enjoying your well-planned retirement. 
 3. Social Opportunities – There are many oppor-
tunities to socialize. Concerts, programs and events are 
scheduled on campus. In addition, outings and day trips 
are planned to explore the greater community. Communi-
ties are finding new and innovative ways to keep residents 
engaged with safe practices including social distancing and 
modified programming.
 4. Wellness and Fitness Programs – Our focus is on 
health and wellness to support your vibrant and active life-
style. Our on-site Fitness Center offers the newest technolo-
gy in workout equipment. From balance and strength train-
ing to yoga and tai chi, there’s something for everyone. 
 5. Peace of Mind – One of the key benefits of choosing 
Concord Reserve, and this cannot be overstated, is peace of mind. That’s because when you move to a CCRC you have 
settled questions about your future healthcare. 
 Don’t wait any longer to enjoy the benefits of your hard-earned retirement. We offer a variety of one and two-bed-
room apartments so you are sure to find one to fit your unique taste. Call us at 440-961-3691 to schedule an in-person or 
virtual tour – whichever you are more comfortable with - or visit us online at concordreserve.org and begin spending less 
time worrying about the future and more time enjoying the present.

 Bay Village Heinen’s has purchased the parcel of land 
immediately south of their parking lot with the intent to 
create approximately 25 more parking spaces.
 With industry expectation that curbside pickup will 
increase, some of the existing parking spaces traditionally 
used by in-store customers have already been taken. Park-
ing is constrained during peak days of the year and this 
could help solve that issue. The extra space could also al-
low for flexibility if they ever needed to expand the store. 
Fifteen years ago Heinen’s put significant money into re-
pairing the erosion from the creek, should any more repair 
work need done this would afford access.
 “The general concern is what’s the neighbor going to 
think? In this particular case, it’s not an issue.” The adjacent 
neighbor to the house purchased is none other than a 42-

Bay Heinen’s Looks to Parking Lot Expansion
year Heinen’s employee who is “fully on board” with the 
concepts.
 President of Council Dwight Clark: “It’s nice to see a 
family-owned business expanding in Bay Village.”
 Tentatively speaking:
 *Demolish house sometime this winter to allow the 
land to settle
 *Referral to and review by Planning Commission
 *Seek Council approval to be placed on the May ballot
 The ballot issue would be a request to approve rezon-
ing of the purchased lot in order for Heinen’s to consolidate 
with current parcel. The vote would have to pass both City-
wide and in Ward 2 Precinct C.

(Credit: Bay Village Behind the Scenes facebook,
Lydia DeGeorge, Ward 2 City Council).
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For comprehensive women’s health services,  
trust the compassionate team of OB/GYN providers  
at UH Elyria and St. John medical centers. 

From adolescence to menopause and every stage in between, we are here to take care of you.  

And, for expectant mothers, UH St. John Medical Center offers family birthing suites, a robust midwifery 

program and expert 24/7 neonatal care provided by UH Rainbow board-certified pediatricians.

© 2020 University Hospitals   OB 1366185

It’s fast and easy to schedule an in-person or virtual appointment.  
Call 440-640-0023 or visit UHhospitals.org/WomensHealth to schedule online.
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Jim Sgro - Owner
440-871-0899

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village, Ohio

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday

I Have A Coat Hanger In My Mouth

Dr. Louis Malcmacher

I was confused as I had no idea what she meant by that 
statement. We never met before this  appointment, yet she 
stated that she read this column for a long time. I noted 
the frustration in her voice as she explained to me in detail 
her journey to replace missing teeth. One tooth showed an 
unfinished  implant and on the counter was a new partial 
denture. Her coat hanger reference was directed towards  
her new partial. She didn’t wear the partial as it had a lot of 
metal. The design of the partial denture was such that when 
she talked, the metal was very noticeable. She worked with 
the public, and this show of  metal was unacceptable. 

Before I go any further, let’s talk about dentistry’s ob-
session with metal. We have silver fillings and  gold crowns. 
We have partial dentures that are mostly metal and tooth-
colored crowns that show metal  near the gum. What makes 
metal so popular that its use is widespread in dental care? 
Let’s talk about this for a little bit. Teeth are the hardest 
structure in the human body. When dentistry first looked 
to  repair damaged or missing teeth, it sought a strong re-
placement. The technology of the world for  centuries used 
metal as its prime component. Metal could be made into 
various shapes and could  withstand the forces of chewing 
and the years of use. Cosmetics had a different meter. A 
gold tooth was sought after as it was the in style. It signi-

fied wealth and accomplishment. Silver fillings were  
inexpensive and well-tolerated by the body. 

Partial dentures were no different in the metal 
parade. The first partials were all gold and quite heavy. I  re-
member that my mother had a partial denture with a gold 
base. I am amazed that she could hold her  head straight as 
the dental appliance weighed a ton! Back in the seventies, 
gold gave way to a silver  metal called chrome-cobalt. We 
referred to it as surgical steel. It is lightweight and could be 
made very  thin. The magic silver metal was less expensive 
than gold and became the primary material used in  partial 
dentures. 

As decades moved along, cosmetics became king. We 
wanted artificial teeth to look like natural teeth.  The ap-
pearance of metal in the mouth became objectionable. 
When a dentist designs a partial that involves metal, he 
takes into consideration how much metal shows. When a 
lab tech plans a partial, he  has no idea about the appear-
ance of the patient. All the lab sees is a model of the mouth. 
No skin or lips are involved. I design all of my partials with 
the guiding principle of hiding metal if I decide to use  met-
al. Today I have many other choices besides metal also. 

What did I do for our coat hangar patient? Fortunately, 
the lab design of the partial involved a lot of  extra com-

    The Publisher is privileged to revise or reject any advertisement which is deemed objectionable, 
either in subject matter or phraseology, or opposed to public policy or the policy of the paper.     
The Publisher shall not be held responsible for typographical errors except to adjust the charge 
for the first insertion only, by a space credit (in excess of contract) to be used the following issue. 
Errors must be reported immediately and space credit will be limited to such portion of advertise-
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Unprotected sex? Pregnant?
STI? Afraid? We can help!

Free, Confidential Services
• Pregnancy Tests
• Limited Ultrasound
• Pregnancy Options Education
• Parent/Partner Support
• Post-Abortion Support
• Sexually Transmitted Infection Testing

This Center Does Not Perform or Refer For Abortion

364 Griswold Road,  Elyria, OH 44035
(440) 284-1010 • CornerstonePregnancy.org

Dr. Jeffrey Gross

by Jeffrey Gross, DDS, FAGD of The Healthy Smile

ponents. I removed some of those sections without com-
promising the integrity of the partial.  She was thrilled as 
she expected to pay for another partial denture. I left metal 
that wouldn’t show and  adjusted some other components. 
Within five minutes, I solved her problem and didn’t charge 
her a fee. 

If you are struggling with treatment and need some 
guidance or simply want to talk about your needs and 
wants, please call us at 440.892.1810. I will do my best to 
get you moving in a positive direction.

Jeffrey Gross, DDS, FAGD is an Ohio licensed general 
dentist and is on the staff of Case Western Reserve School of 
Dental Medicine. 

The Healthy Smile
27239 Wolf Road, Bay Village, OH 44140

440-892-1810       www.jeffreygrossdds.com

 CONGRATULATIONS to senior Gaby Bush, from Bay Village High School and stu-
dent at West Shore Career in the 
Tech Media, Art & Design on 
winning the Teen Driver Safety 
Billboard Design Challenge! 
#OneHeartbeatOneLKWD

Bay High Senior Wins West Shore
Career Billboard Challenge Westlake Police would like to recognize two Auxiliary Officers for their many years of 

dedicated service. Rick Grane and Paul Gresbach have served as Auxiliary Officers for 15 
and 35 years respectively. They continue to serve our community through these challeng-
ing times that 2020 has presented us with. Thank you both for the support you give to this 
department and to the City of Westlake.

Westlake Honors Auxiliary Officers
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   VISA REWARDS
PLATINUM

CREDIT CARD8.9APR**
%

Y O U  C A N  J O I N  
Apply Online or Call

6.25
UP TO $2,000

HOLIDAY
LOANS 

%
APR*

rates as low as

Holiday Shopping Simplified
with 

M E N T I O N  T H I S  A R T I C L E  A N D  W E

W I L L  M A K E  Y O U R  I N I T I A L

M E M B E R S H I P  D E P O S I T  O F  

$ 5 0 * * *

N O T  A  M E M B E R ?  

 As Mr. and Mrs. Westlake, the Ostrowskis got to light up the bril-
liant array of holiday decorations both inside and outside City Hall for 
all to enjoy. They also will be featured during city-sponsored events in 
2021, such as the Memorial Day and Fourth of July Parades.
 Delicia has served as a PTA president and several other PTA roles, 
organizing events to raise funds and awareness for our children and 
our community, such as “Dollars for Scholars.” As a nurse, it is remark-
able that she finds the time to be as involved as she has been.
 Mike is asports professional who gives back to his community by vol-
unteering as coach and a mentor to kids through basketball and football.
 The Ostrowskis manage their careers and all of their charitable 
work while raising three children. More photos from the event can be 
found on the City of Westlake Annual Special Events page.
 (Photos and info courtesy City of Westlake).

continued from page 1
Westlake Crowns Mike and Delicia Ostrowski as 2021 Mr. & Mrs. Westlake

 Santa left from the Bay Lodge on Bradley Road in a fire truck accom-
panied by a police cruiser to share his joy along the streets of Bay Village.
 Although the pandemic meant no traditional Cahoon Christmas at 
the Community House, all are welcome to stop by the annual Bay Ki-

wanis Christmas Tree Sale at 
Cahoon Park by the gazebo. 
High quality trees are avail-
able on Fridays, 4 to 7 pm; 
Saturdays, 10 am to 7 pm 
and Sundays 10 am to 7 pm.  
 Prices range from $50 
to $125 depending on tree 
type and size. Cash, Check 
or Credit card accepted. 
Fees for credit card use will 
be added. Proceeds benefit 
community service projects and programs.
 Types of trees this year are Canaan Firs, Fraser Firs, Douglas Firs, Bal-
sam Firs and Colorado Spruce. Trees range in size from 6 – 10 ft.

Here Comes Santa Claus!
continued from page 1

Jeremy from the Fire Department, Eric Eakin of the Bay Historical Society 
and Don from the Auxiliary Police escorted Santa through Bay Village Sunday.

Rick Grane, the Ostrowski Family and Mayor Clough City Hall Christmas decor
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Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes in the Normandy Se-
nior Living kitchen?  See for yourself Friday, December 11th at 12 p.m. via 
Facebook Live. Their very own Chef Matt Orear will be preparing Shrimp 
Étouffée. This is an event you won’t want to miss! 

 Join Chef Matt Orear for a live cooking demo. Watch as he walks us 
through the steps of preparing Shrimp Étouffée. 

You can follow along and make your own dish chef style lunch!
Here’s a list of ingredients you will need:

2 tbsp – creole seasoning
3 cups – seafood stock

¼ cup – chopped onions
½ lb. – unsalted butter

¼ cup – chopped celery
2 lbs. – medium shrimp

¼ cup – chopped green bell peppers
1 cup – finely chopped green onions

7 tbsp- vegetable oil
4 cups hot steamed rice
¾ cup – all-purpose flour

We can’t wait to see you there!
www.facebook.com/events/694504931493411

Online Live Cooking Demo at 
The Normandy Senior Living

Virtual 
Concert in 

Rocky River

by George Serb
In the good old days, before Bay’s shopping centers, downtown Rocky River provided the depository for 

Christmas Club Savings in the First National Bank, Guardian Trust Co. and Beachcliff Savings Bank. How-
ever, “old river” shopping area wasn’t the place to buy many gifts, unless it was a new horse collar for the “old 
gray mare” or pots and kettles and other miscellaneous household items from Ingersoll’s Hardware.

Marshall Drug Store across from the Westlake Hotel was the “gift shoppe” along with the necessities 
of that era. So let’s go to downtown Lakewood in the area of Warren Road and Detroit Avenue. There was 
that huge Bailey’s Department Store on the corner, and Charley Geiger’s Haberdashery across the street. 
Geigers, at that time, concentrated on the sale of mens and boys clothing. Their slogan was “for Dad and 
the boys”. Fanny Farmers Candy Store was the place to go for that “hard to buy for” person.

We piled into the family’s Ford Model “T” touring, with the side curtains fastened and made the trip. 
Parking was no problem - parking meters were yet to be invented. There was parking on both sides of 
Detroit and adjacent side streets.

Fifteen dollars would buy gifts for mom and dad, brother Bob and myself. There were many other 
miscellaneous stores too numerous to mention. The last thing we did was to buy a cut tree for about $2.00, 
tie it onto the left side of the “flivver” and head for home, sometimes in a blinding blizzard. Little did we 
dream that some day Bay would have its own “downtown” shopping centers. The Scholl farm would be-
come Bay Square and part of the Zipp Mfg. Co. woods would be Dover Junction. By the way, we still have 
that Model “T” in the family!

A Visit with Christmas Past….
Christmas Shopping

A handful of Breakwater 
Apartment residents are 
enjoying the Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society 
virtual concert! We love 

that we can still stay con-
nected even if it is virtual!
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Art Students Paint Games on Elementary School Playground

Erieview students enjoying the Playground PlanetsALHS senior Tate Urban painting the Elements gameALHS senior Aedan Allen painting the Elements game ALHS art teacher Yvonne Craigo

 Advanced Placement (AP) Art students, from Yvonne Craigo’s class at Avon Lake 
High School, recently painted games on the blacktop portion of the playground at Erieview 
Elementary School in Avon Lake. Erieview Principal, Melissa Isaly-Johns, reached out to 

the art teacher regarding the project which will enable recess monitors to keep students 
socially distanced and engaged during outdoor recess.
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Join us for a complimentary Drive-thru Holiday 
Cookie & Hot Chocolate Pick-Up* on Thursday, 
December 17th from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Swing by for 
some free holiday treats, and learn about our beautiful 
community and all the amenities our residents enjoy.

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

Drive-through Holiday
Hot Chocolate & Cookie Pick-Up

33200 Health Campus Blvd. | Avon, OH 44011
Avoninfo@roseseniorliving.com

avon.roseseniorliving.com

RSVP by Monday, Dec. 14th
440-937-0757
*Complimentary for seniors.

Ohio. Students with and without intellectual disabilities 
came together and painted a piece of art that represents the 
culture at Avon High School, INCLUSION!
 Avon High School has been a recognized Unified 
Champion School for three years and participates in uni-
fied flag football, unified basketball, and unified track and 
field. For the last three years, Avon High School has be-
come a leader for the Revolution of Inclusion and with 
their dedication, Avon is a champion for acceptance.

Baker Mayfield Represents Art from Avon Students
continued from page 1  In this piece of art, students with and without intellectual 

disabilities painted a puzzle piece representing how individually 
each student is different, but together they can create a master-
piece. The quote, “Diversity is a fact, Inclusion is an Act!”, truly 
represents the unified movement. The lines in the background 
were made by students in wheelchairs, featuring their abilities 
without a paintbrush.
 Avon High School Athletic Director,  Erich Frombach; 
and Avon High School guidance counselor Brianne Reinhard, 
brought the opportunity to participate in the art inclusion proj-

ect to Avon High School 
art teacher, Maria Pe-
trulis, for her Art Explorations class. The class includes about nine students who 
spend the majority of their days in the Multiply Handicapped (MH) room at the 
school. Petrulis also invited four regular education students to join the project and 
assist the special education students who are enrolled in Art Explorations.
 The artwork caught the attention of Mayfield and he wore cleats inspired and 
created from the project completed by the Avon High School students through the 
Unified Sports Special Olympics Art Inclusion Program (if you look closely at the 
shoe images you can see the wheelchair markings inspired from the artwork).
 Browns twitter: twitter.com/Browns/status/1334582750809124872/photo/1
 Follow Baker Mayfield on Instagram: www.instagram.com/bakermayfield/
 Special Olympics Ohio would like to thank the students and staff at Avon High School 
for their dedication to Inclusion Revolution! www.nfl.com/causes/my-cause-my-cleats

 Matthew “Chatty” Harlan, for-
merly of Symon Restaurant Group, 
along with partners Jeff Schmittgen 
& Rob Zunich, will open a unique 
pizzeria in Bay Village at Cleveland 
Metroparks Huntington Reserva-
tion on the BAYarts campus.
 Harlan has had a long history with Cleveland restaurants including most recently 
Lola Bistro, Lolita, Bar Symon, and B Spot Burgers. Harlan has been with Iron Chef, 
Michael Symon, since 1997, the year Lola Bistro opened in the Tremont neighbor-
hood. Harlan was an apprentice for Thomas Keller at the world-famous French 
Laundry in 1999, and in 2007 he completed VPN pizza training in California.
 Chatty’s Pizzeria will open in early 2021 at 28611 Lake Road in Bay Village, on 
BAYarts campus in Cleveland Metroparks Huntington Reservation across from 
Huntington Beach. Harlan and his wife, Melanie, are Bay Village residents with 
two boys in the Bay Village school system.
 “It has been a goal of mine to open my own restaurant. The timing is right 
for my family to do this,” said Harlan. “We love this community we live in, and 
we want to give back by providing an experience for residents and visitors that 
will enhance their visit to the Cleveland Metroparks and BAYarts. Especially right 
now, we know the immeasurable value of spending time with loved ones, and en-
joying delicious food together helps too!”
 Chatty’s Pizzeria will be a small, local, family-friendly, community-driven res-
taurant providing made-to-order, fresh, specialty pizzas and sandwiches with ar-
tisan dough and breads, and salads with local ingredients.
 “Chatty has a passion for providing great food while using quality ingredients”, 
said Michael Symon. “From cooking in the kitchen to building relationships with, 
and advocating for, our customers, Matt will thrive in his new restaurant...and the 
community will love him!”
 Nancy Heaton, BAYarts Executive Director says, “All of us in the vast BAY-
arts community are thrilled to welcome the Harlans and their new venture. They 
complement the vibe of the reservation”
 Follow Chatty’s Pizzeria on social media for restaurant opening information.

Former Symon Restaurant Group
Executive Announces Vento Location

Restaurant Opening
Residents on the West Side of Cleveland are in for a Treat as Local Chef 

and Longtime Restaurateur Opens his First Restaurant in Bay Village
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ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE
Comfortable sofas... roomy sectionals... 

beautiful accent chairs... all custom tailored in 
over 850 fabrics and leathers!

NEW YEARS SALE
J a n u a r y  7 t hD e c e m b e r  2 6 t h

-

ALL NORWALK UPHOLSTERY ON SALE
Comfortable sofas... roomy sectionals... 

beautiful accent chairs... all custom tailored in 
over 850 fabrics and leathers!

NEW YEARS SALE
J a n u a r y  7 t hD e c e m b e r  2 6 t h

-

Save UP TO 20% OFF regular prices

“Quality, American-Made
Furniture Since 1986”

30808 Center Ridge Rd | Westlake
440-808-2158

www.BriansFurnitureDesign.com

 Bay High School would like to congratulate 
Senior twins Ethan and Megan Young for signing 
their “National Letters of Intent” with their re-
spective colleges. Ethan Young will be continuing 
his academic and collegiate career playing lacrosse 
at Wittenberg University. Megan will continue her 
academic and collegiate career playing lacrosse at 
Coastal Carolina University.
 Ethan participated in cross country, football, 
and lacrosse during his high school career.
 Megan earned the Ohio Scholastic Lacrosse 
Coaches Association Division II All-Region First 
Team and Second Team All-Ohio as a junior. Me-
gan also holds 6 school records including most 
goals in a game, most assists in a game, most as-
sists in a season, most assists in a career, most 
points in a game, and most points in a season. She 
also is in the top 10 in the state for most goals in a game and leads the state in most points in a season.
 Congratulations to Ethan, Megan, and the rest of the Young family.

Twin Bay Village High Schoolers Sign National Letters of Intent

Jill, Megan, Ethan and Tom Young. Photo courtesy of Bay Village Schools

Mrs. Petersen’s class might be learning remotely this week but their smiling “selfies” are still here at Heritage!!!!
Avon Heritage Students Save Their Places

Westview Elementary School’s 6th Annual
Service Worker Breakfast in Avon Lake

 The pandemic was not going to stop Westview Elementary School students/staff from thanking City of 
Avon Lake service workers. The school’s Student Council kept the annual Service Worker Breakfast tradition 
alive, but offered guests a “carry-out, drive-thru” socially distant version on Nov. 24.
 The students at Westview Elementary School raised funds for the appreciation event through the school’s 
annual Penny Wars competition. A total of $1,700 was raised in three days. Organizers worked with Armando 
Alvarez at Bob Evans in Avon to get not only enough meals (pancakes and sausage) during their busy time, 
but get those meals at a discount. Alvarez has children who attend 
Erieview Elementary School in Avon Lake. Rio Coffee in Avon Lake 
provided coffee at a discounted rate. Service workers also received a 
special ‘thank-you’ gift bag.

Avon Lake paramedics attend Westview Elementary School’s annual
Avon Lake Service Worker Breakfast.

Avon Lake Patrolman (K9 Unit), Jared Rud-
duck, picks up breakfast during Westview El-
ementary School’s annual Avon Lake Service 

Worker appreciation event.

‘Thank you’ sign from Westview Elementary School 
students for Avon Lake service workers.

Westview Elementary fourth-graders Katie Glesius, 9 and Sadie Siefert, 10; wait to greet 
Avon Lake service workers during the school’s annual breakfast for city employees.

 Sat., Dec. 26 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) New Year’s Eve Party Pack Pick Up – Stop by the 
Youth Services Dept. beginning Dec. 26 to pick up your New Year’s Eve party pack 
filled with everything you need to celebrate at home! While supplies last. For ages 4-7.
 Sat., Dec. 26 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) STEAMMaker Lab: Health and Fitness Supply Pick-
Up – There are 11 major organ systems in the human organism. We’ll provide sup-
plies to make models of two of these systems and a medical device. Supply kits are 
available beginning Dec. 26. Grades 3-5. Registration begins Dec. 19.
 Mon., Dec. 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Vision Boards Supply Pick Up – Creating a vi-
sion board puts all your dreams, goals, and aspirations directly in front of you. For 
teens and adults with special needs. No experience necessary. Caregivers welcome. 
Registering for this supply pick up also registers you for the ZOOM meeting on Jan. 
4 at 2 p.m.  Registration begins Dec. 21. You must provide an email to receive Zoom 
information for the January 4 program, which will be sent on the day of the event.
 Mon., Dec. 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Kinder Club – Pick up your packet at the Youth 
Services Desk on or after Dec. 28. Each bag will contain multiple early literacy concepts 
that will be featured weekly on our Kinder Club Blog. Ages 4-6 While supplies last.
 Wed., Dec. 30 (7-8 p.m.) Virtual Trivia Night @ Porter (Live) – Join us on Zoom 
as we say goodbye to 2020 with trivia on all things New Year’s Eve! Play as a single 
player or as a family. Please register to get a Zoom invitation to Virtual Trivia Night.
 Thurs., Dec. 31 (11:30 a.m.-Noon) Countdown to Noon Family Storytime (Live) 
– Join us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for a special storytime featuring our 
favorite stories, songs, and rhymes. We will even do our own early countdown to 
12:00 (noon)!
 To register for any of the programs, please visit westlakelibrary.org/events.

Westlake Porter Public
Library Events
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Stress-free holiday shopping. Purchase online 
@charlesscott.com, by phone or in person.

$100  
GIFT CARDS  

FOR $85*!

Holiday gift 
card sale!

WEST (Moving to Avon in January, 2021)
294 Crocker Park Blvd., Westlake

440.899.1957

RIVER
19025 Old Lake Rd., Rocky River
440.333.7994

*Purchase 11/27–12/24. No limit on purchases. $100 increments only.

 With the help of volunteers, Good Knights of Lorain County will build and deliver more than a thousand beds over the next year to 
children in need.  Community West Foundation board member, Mark Bacon, and program officer, Marcus Madison, visited their operation 
last week and awarded them a grant to support their mission.

Community West Foundation Supports Good Knights of Lorain County

 Are you ready to win a wagon full of wine?
 The Avon Early Childhood PTA will be holding our 
annual raffle for this exciting prize! To join the raffle simply 
purchase as many $5 entries as you would like and take the 
chance at filling your cellar of at least 30 bottles of wine for 
the holidays! And who doesn’t need a little Holiday cheer 
these days?!
 Tickets can be purchased through our website www.

Avon Early Childhood PTA Wine Wagon Raffle
avonecpta.org. There you can register and add any addi-
tional tickets as “guests,” you’ll then continuing through 
the Paypal payment process. You’ll receive your ticket con-
firmation via email after you complete your purchase. You 
must be 21 to enter and live in the greater Cleveland area. 
The winner will be notified on December 19th by email 
and arrangements for delivery will be made. Or you can 
tune in and we’ll announce the winner live on our social 

media outlets!
 AECPTA is a family 

organization providing educational and social activities 
for parents, caregivers, and children from birth through 
Kindergarten in Avon and the surrounding communities. 
AECPTA offers members an abundance of entertaining 
and educational monthly activities, as well as special events 
throughout the year. Please join us for a year of new friend-
ships, community involvement, and enriching experiences 
for you and your family.
 For more information or to request a membership 
form online, please visit our website at www.avonecpta.org.

 Now that Westlake and the West Shore 
is all but completely built-up, it is hard to be-
lieve that this area was once a wilderness. 
 Today, we enjoy fine shopping at Crock-
er Park, travel with ease on a convenient 
freeway system, and find goods and mer-
chandise at the many area shops that put the 
world at our doorstep.
 It was not always so. In the days before 
The Promenade at Crocker Park had Giant 
Eagle for our shopping convenience, West 
Shore residents once had to tramp the fields 
for wild turkey if they wanted a holiday 
meal.
 This time of year, we always enjoy pag-
ing through our copy of “Reminiscences 
of Pioneer Life,” penned by late Westlake 
centenarian Reuban Hall (Hall Drive name-
sake), who took the time to write memories 
of his lifespan that lasted from 1810-1910.
 “Of the wild animals which were abundant in the forests when the first settlers came 
to Dover (now Westlake), there was the bear, wolves, foxes, raccoon, opossum, porcupine, 
mink, weasel and black and gray squirrels without number, and of the feathered tribe there 
was the wild turkey, partridge, quail and myriads of wild pigeons. These latter were very 
numerous and during their migratory season, the skies would be darkened by their flight,” 
writes Hall.
 For local gardeners who still curse invasive deer, be advised that the problem is long-
standing. 
 “Some of these animals were very destructive to the farmers crops. Deer would bound 
over the rail fences and feed off from the growing wheat fields, and the raccoons would 
visit the corn fields when the corn was large enough for roasting ears, and climbing on the 
stalks and break them down and make the pioneers corn field look as if a drove of hogs had 
been on a rampage,” recalled Hall.
 There were also animals to fear! “The bears had a great liking for fresh pork, and the 
wolves had a ravenous appetite for mutton and venison,” said Hall. “Mr. Ransom Sperry 
(Sperry Road namesake) had a few sheep and one night a wolf got among his sheep and 
killed some.
 “He let his dogs out and put them on the track and got his rifle and followed them. 
About a mile south in a swamp, he overtook the dogs battling with a wolf. The wolf would 
strike the dogs with the trap on his forefoot, but Mr. Sperry soon put an end to the fight by 
shooting the wolf.”
 Today, the game is all gone, but we are still plagued by deer and raccoons in our gar-
dens. Still, the game of old was a staple for the early pioneers of Westlake. “Notwithstand-
ing, the annoyance and destruction it caused, it was a blessing as some of it helped furnish 
meat for the tables,” writes Hall. “This was an important matter for the pioneers.”

Christmas Rewind:
PIONEER LIFE REVISITED
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Help the homeless.
Donate today.
Help the homeless.  
Donate today.  
Community West Foundation started the SocksPLUS initiative after learning 
that socks were, and still are, the number one requested item by the homeless.

A gift of just $10 will help us purchase 10 pairs of socks. A larger donation 
provides socks PLUS gloves, hats, boots and other necessities that are so 
desperately needed.

Help keep the homeless men, women and children 
in greater Cleveland warmer this winter.

In-kind donations of socks or other items most needed for the homeless can be taken 
to Common Threads in Fairview Park. They offer safe, contactless drop off at their 
donation center. Please mark your donation “SocksPLUS”.

SocksPlus.orgSocksPlus.org

 

 

Visit  
SocksPLUS.org 

or text  
SocksPlus  
to 44321
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Register Now at lorainccc.edu/spring2021 
Classes Start January 19
Questions? Call 440-366-4032

Save Money, Stay Safe
LCCC is meeting you where you are with 
flexible class options for fall: 

Online • Online Live conference
In-person • Blended

Credits guaranteed to transfer!

 Bethesda On The Bay Lutheran Church & Childcare Cen-
ter is pleased to announce the hosting of an outdoor Live Nativ-
ity for the public Sunday, December 20 from 4:30 pm – 6 pm on 
its spacious grounds at the corner of 28607 Wolf Rd. and Beach 
Lane in Bay Village. 
 “This is a great opportunity to visualize and experience the 
story of the Holy Family in a tangible and meaningful way dur-
ing this time when most cannot celebrate together in person, 
“explained Bethesda Pastor Angela Freeman-Riley. We wanted to 
bring a Live Nativity to the community in a safe environment for all 
to enjoy and experience the spirit of Christmas,” she further stated.
 The Live Nativity will include a brief presentation of the 
Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth. The Nativity scene will include a 
manger and live animals such as a camel, managed from New 
Beginnings Equine Rescue-Ohio. “We want to spread the joy of 
Christmas and the Holiday season from our family at Bethesda to 
yours,” said Pastor Freeman-Riley. Anyone may drive by and view 
the Live Nativity or safely attend the outdoor presentation. There 
is abundant parking. No reservations required. All attendees will 
be required to physical-distance and wear a mask. 
 The Live Nativity will showcase animals from a New Be-
ginnings Equine Rescue will include a camel, small highland 
cow, donkey, goats and perhaps other animals to fill the Nativity 
Scene. Come experience the wonder of the story God coming 
into the world in a new and deeply meaningful way!
 In lieu of a charge for admission, all are encouraged to do-
nate to Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (LMM), a 51-year-old 
non-profit providing safety net services in Cleveland and across 
northeast Ohio. Focusing on Housing & Shelter, Workforce 
Development, and Health & Wellness Services, LMM creates 
innovative programs that serve with people who are homeless, 
youth who are at-risk, older adults who are vulnerable, people 
impacted by the criminal justice system, and individuals with 
behavioral health needs. www.lutheranmetro.org.
 For more information visit www.bethesdaonthebay.org or 
contact the church office at: info@bethesdaonthebay.org or call 
the Church office at 440-871-2276.

Live Nativity Bethesda on
the Bay December 20

Bay Village Remembered....Christmas Memories
 by George Serb
 It was the month of December, 1924. The Serb family was really 
down on its luck. Our dad, Julius “Pop” Serb, had been released a 
few months before from the County Tuberculosis Sanitarium in War-
rensville with only a few months left to live. He stretched those “few 
months” to age 79, outliving the doctor and his predictions.
 Our mother, Stella “Mom” Serb had landed a job at Parkview 
School as assistant custodian. She was later to be the schools cafeteria 
manager and cook for many years thereafter.
 So Christmas was just another hurdle to overcome, another holi-
day that we had to do without. There were no stockings to fill, not 
even pieces of coal or lemons if Bob and I were bad kids. We didn’t 
have the time or inclination for “bad fun”. Every lump of coal had to 
go into the stove to keep us warm. It was not unusual for water in the 
tea kettle to freeze during the night when the fire went out.
 Pop figured out how to get a Christmas tree. Mom stayed at 
home while he took us, on Christmas Eve, downtown to the old Sher-
iff Street market, located about where the Indians and Cavs now play. 
It was formerly a barracks during the Civil War. It was dark and the 
night was blustery and the merchants had abandoned the lots where 
trees were sold, leaving the unsold trees to their fate. Pop picked one 
out, tied it onto the “flivver” and home we went. Probably the hour was late as Bob and I went right to bed huddling 
beneath the cold covers. No thoughts of “sugar plums” danced through our heads - Too tired for that.
 Daylight came - the stove was warming the room. We opened our eyes and behold! There was the beautiful tree, 
tinsel, ornaments and candles. Our eyes wandered to the floor. We see an electric train track surrounding the tree 
with an engine with three passenger cars! We stared in disbelief - these things only happened to rich kids!!
 Mom ordered the train set from the Sears-Roebuck catalog and had it delivered to a neighbor’s house. It was a dream 
come true! The set had a wide track made by the Ives Company. Their slogan was, “Ive’s toys make happy boys”. How true!
 After running it a few hours we piled into the Model “T” and “to grandmother’s house we go” to West 54th in 
Cleveland for a family gathering and a turkey dinner with all the trimmings.
 By the way - that complete train set is still in the Serb family! Happy Holidays everyone!
 About George Serb: George Serb was a life-long Bay Village resident and local historian who died in 2006. He lived 
with his wife, Anne, on Lake Road a little west of Columbia. George was a regular contributor to The Villager.

A Visit with Christmas Past….
 In this era of shopping malls, internet shopping, suburban expansion, reurbanization and vanishing green space, the ghosts of 
Christmas past must find today’s holiday realities strange indeed.
 Christmas 2020 sees that we have some a long way since Christmas 1907 and much, much farther than 1807.
 Thanks to The Villager’s archives, today’s paper features some glimpses into West Shore Holiday Seasons past! Enjoy!
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19985 Lake Rd., Rocky River  |  440-331-7850  |  www.Beardens.com

Milkshake Happy Hours
Monday - Thursday, 4 to 6 p.m.

Large Shake for Small Shake Price

Open Daily
from

11 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

SHAKE UP
Your Happy Hours with 

an Eggnog Milkshake!

With the beautiful weather at the beginning of 
winter, residents were able to get a head start 
on the amazing decorations to celebrate the 

holidays. The Villager Newspaper staff enjoyed 
taking a drive around town to enjoy these 
amazing displays. Thank you to those who 

bring the holiday season to light! What a way 
to bring this year to an end!

Help to Make
the Season Bright
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 AS USUAL, CARRYOUTS are ALWAYS MUCH APPRECIATED & ES-
PECIALLY during these “CURRENT CHALLENGING CIRCUMSTANCES” 
....“CARRYOUTS”....ACTUALLY is “STILL” the BEST OPTION for ASIAN-
WOK FOOD ....but some of you have requested DINE-IN service.
 We ARE ACCEPTING “RESERVATIONS” for “DINE-IN” Service.....
HOWEVER....BECAUSE of the STATE MANDATE of “six feet minimum 
social distancing requirements”....ASIAN WOK’S dining space is extremely 
limited. Due to the COVID 19 County Health directives for reducing spacing 
down to 50% of normal capacity.....we unfortunately are “NOT ACCEPT-
ING “WALK-INS” at this time.
 We are asking you to please CALL AHEAD for RESERVATIONS, 440-
871-0880, so that our staff can be more prepared to efficiently accommodate & 
serve you in our dining room. Also, face mask is REQUIRED for DINE-IN.
 THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your understanding & also especially 
for your CONTINUED LOYAL PATRONAGE. We at ASIAN WOK TRULY 
APPRECIATE all our wonderful customers and we all are looking forward to 
returning back to “normal”. Please Continue Staying Safe & Healthy & Hop-
ing to See you soon!

Sincerely, John & Jennie & Asian Wok staff

Asian Wok for the Holidays! Enjoy!

24389 Detroit Rd., Westlake • (440) 871-0880

Asian Wok
CHINESE & AMERICAN 

RESTAURANT

John & Jennie, Owners
YOUR BILL
10%

OFF

HAPPY HOLIDAY HOURS:
December 24, 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

December 25, 4-9 p.m.
December 31, 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

January 1, 2021, 3-9 p.m.
ASIANWOK Wishes

EVERYONE a Very BLESSED, 
JOYOUS & SAFE HOLIDAY

Megan Basel
Normandy Elementary

School Counselor,
Bay Village Schools

Pre-K through 12 grade parents/guardians are invited to attend a virtual Town Hall
webinar to learn more about ways to cope with stress and anxiety during the

holiday season and throughout the winter months.

Monday, December 14
6:30 -7:30 p.m.

P A R T  O F  T H E  R O C K E T  F A M I L Y  L E A R N I N G  S E R I E S

A  V I R T U A L  T O W N  H A L LA  V I R T U A L  T O W N  H A L L

This Event Is Free and Open to All Bay Village Residents

(or visit: bit.ly/Dec14TownHall)
Attendees must register first to be emailed the official webinar link. You may then submit a question for the panelists.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

P A N E L I S T S

Mary Wise
Student Wellness Coordinator,
Educational Service Center

of Northeast Ohio

Moderated by Marty Patton, Bay Village Schools’ Assistant Superintendent for Special Services

Ayme McCain
Associate Director of
Prevention Services,
Recovery Resources

Melissa Grimes
PreK-4 School
Psychologist,

Bay Village Schools

Family Wellness Strategies for the HolidaysFamily Wellness Strategies for the Holidays

 Several Westlake Police Officers are certified Crime Prevention Specialists through the Ohio Crime Prevention Association. The Crime Prevention Unit asks that you follow these 
guidelines to help keep you and your family safe throughout the holiday season. #StaySafeWestlake

Westlake Police Holiday Safety Guide

Holiday Online Safety
 Tip #1 – Check Your Devices: Before making any online 
purchases, make sure the device you’re using to shop online 
is up-to-date. Next take a look at your accounts and ask, do 
they each have strong passwords? And even better, if two-
factor authentication is available, are you using it?
	 •	Protect your devices by keeping the software up-to-date. 
These include items like mobile phones, computers and tablets, but 
also appliances, electronics and children’s toys.
	 •	Once	you’ve	purchased	an	internet	connected	device,	change 
the default password and use different and complex passwords 
for each one. Consider using a password manager to help.
	 •	Check the devices privacy and security settings to make 
sure you understand how your information will be used and 
stored. Also make sure you’re not sharing more information than 
you want or need to provide.
	 •	Enable automatic software updates where applicable, 
as running the latest version of software helps ensure the 
manufacturers are still supporting it and providing the latest patches 

 The holidays are a special time for fam-
ilies and crooks. These tips can help keep 
you, your family and friends safe through-
out the chaos of the holiday season. Follow 
these tips to keep you and your loved ones 
safe during the holiday season.
	 •	Be	aware	of	your	surroundings.
	 •	Be	alert	to	suspicious	people	and	vehicles.
	 •	Carry	wallets	and	credit	cards	in	a	secure	
front pocket and avoid carrying a purse if possible.

Westlake Police Department Crime Prevention Unit - Dedicated to Public Safety One Neighborhood at a Time
	 •	Carry	only	the	amount	of	cash	necessary	for	
your purchases and use a credit card if possible.
	 •	Keep	bags	close	and	keep	them	close	to	
your body.
	 •	Avoid	carrying	a	lot	of	packages.
	 •	Take	breaks	to	place	packages	and	gifts	in	
the locked trunk of your vehicle.
	 •	Move	your	vehicle	to	a	different	parking	lot	
after placing packages in the trunk.
	 •	If	you	arrive	home	and	someone	confronts	

you in your driveway, remain in your car with win-
dows and doors locked. Call the police.
	 •	If	someone	attacks	you,	give	up	the	property.
	 •	 Only	 use	 ATMs	 in	 public	 well	 lit	 areas.	
Have a friend with you if possible. Count the cash 
in your vehicle, not the ATM.
	 •	 Do	 not	 display	 gifts	 where	 they	 can	 be	
seen from a window or doorway in the house.
	 •	 If	you	are	going	on	vacation	have	a	 friend	
or family member check on your home and collect 

the mail and leave emergency 
contact information for them.
	 •	 Only	 participate	 in	
holiday charities that you have 
dealt with before or obtained 
previous information about from 
the Better Business Bureau.
 Remember that the holiday season is 
a season to be happy. Happiness starts with 
safety and safety starts with you.

for vulnerabilities.
 Tip #2 – Only Shop Through Trusted Sources: Think 
about how you’re searching online. Are you searching from 
home, on public Wi-Fi? How are you finding the deals? Are 
you clicking on links in emails? Going to trusted vendors? 
Clicking on ads on webpages? You wouldn’t go into a 
store with boarded up windows and without signage, the 
same rules apply online. If it looks suspicious, something’s 
probably not right.
	 •	Before	providing	any	personal	or	financial	information,	make 
sure that you are interacting with a reputable, established 
vendor.
	 •	Some	attackers	may	try	to	trick	you	by	creating	malicious	
websites that appear to be legitimate. Always verify the legitimacy 
before supplying any information. If you’ve never heard of it before, 
check twice before handing over your information.
	 •	Don’t connect to unsecure public Wi-Fi, especially to do 
your banking or shopping.
	 •	Most	of	us	receive	emails	from	retailers	about	special	offers	
during the holidays. Cyber criminals will often send phishing 
emails – designed to look like they’re from retails – that have 
malicious links or that ask for you to input your personal or financial 
information.
	 •	Don’t click links or download attachments unless you’re 
confident of where they came from. If you’re unsure if an email 
is legitimate, type the URL at the retailer or other company into 
your web browser as opposed to clicking the link.
	 •	Never provide your password, or personal or financial 
information in response to an unsolicited email. Legitimate 
businesses will not email you asking for this information.
	 •	Make sure your information is being encrypted. Many sites 
use secure sockets layer (SSL) to encrypt information. Indications 
that your information will be encrypted include an URL that begings 

with”https:” instead of “http:” and a padlock icon. If the padlock is 
closed, the information is encrypted.
 Tip #3 – Use Safe Methods for Purchases: If you’re 
going to make that purchase, what information are you 
handing over? Before providing personal or financial 
information, check the website’s privacy policy. Make sure 
you understand how your information will be stored and 
used.
	 •	If	you	can,	use a credit card as opposed to a debit card. 
There are laws to limit your liability for fraudulent credit card charges, 
but you may not have the same level of protection for your debit cards. 
Additionally, because a debit card draws money directly from your 
bank account, unauthorized charges could leave you with insufficient 
funds to pay other bills.
	 •	Check your credit card and bank statements for any 
fraudulent charges. Immediately notify your bank or financial 
institution and local law enforcement.
	 •	Be wary of emails requesting personal information. 
Attackers may attempt to gather information by sending emails 
requesting that you confirm purchase or account information. 
Legitimate businesses will not solicit this type of information through 
email. Do not provide sensitive information through email.
	 •	 If	you	receive	a	suspicious	email	 that	you	think	may	be	a	
phishing scam, you can report it at www.us-cert.gov/report-
phishing.

 - If you believe your personal or financial information has been 
stolen, report it right away to your local police and the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC). There’s information on the FTC website, 
www.identitytheft.gov/, about how to report.
 - Immediately change your passwords, use complex passwords, 
and use a different one for each account. A password manager 
can help you do this.

 Learn more at cisa.gov/shop-safely.

 Wednesday, December 16 (7-8 p.m.) Alfred Hitchcock: His Greatest Films (LIVE) – Join us on Zoom for a fascinating pre-
sentation on the Master of Suspense! Alfred Hitchcock was a master director of mystery movies with surprise endings in the 
early and middle 20th Century. He was also a very active anti-fascist as some of his movies confirm. This presentation will offer 
information on many of his greatest films. Please register. Participants must provide an email to receive Zoom instructions.
 Friday, December 18 (4-4:30 p.m.) Cup of Science (Live) – Join Miss Holly on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for a fun 
science video about Candy Chemistry! For ages 4-6.
 To register for any of the programs, please visit westlakelibrary.org/events.

Westlake Porter Public Library Events



Page 15 - THE VILLAGER - December 10 - 31, 2020

Alterations Pro
27100 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145 

(440) 731-1818
SPECIALIZING IN 

 Bridal, Bridesmaids and Prom 
 Men’s and Women’s Suits 

 All casual clothing, zippers, hems 
and zippers in a leather jacket 
 Fast service and much more

Masks Still Available$6 each

Happy Holidays from Bay Village Police
 

“We have been blessed at the BVPD to 
have such strong community support over the 
years, especially through the last few months 
of pandemic and social unrest.  So many have 
have shown their appreciation for law enforce-
ment, in so many ways. We would like to take a 
moment and thank everyone for their thoughts, 
prayers, gifts and simple waves as we drive by. 

“There are a few individuals that have 
gone above and beyond in their support of BVPD and law enforce-
ment. We would like to send them a special thanks for your unwaver-
ing kindness.

“It has been an especially trying time for communities across 
the nation. Bay Village is no exception. Please know that we are 
all in this together and we support YOU in these times, of pain, un-
certainty and loss. With God’s help, we will all make it through this 
year healthy and with a deeper appreciation of our friends and loved 
ones.

“Stay safe,
“BVPD”

(From the Bay Villlage Police facebook site).
 

Busy Week for Westlake Police
Gun, Pills, Passed Out Behind the Wheel

WEST SHORE BLUES: THE BEST Of THE BEaTS

On 12/3/20 at about 4AM officers were called to a report of a 
male slumped over and passed out behind the wheel of a vehicle 
in the intersection of Clague and Stonehedge Dr.  He was found as 
described in a vehicle that obviously had fresh front end damage.  
Officers noted that the man had a gun in his waistband and took 
control of his hands immediately after waking him up.  The loaded 
handgun was confiscated.  They noted that the 23yo Brookpark resi-
dent was very dazed after waking up and could not articulate how he 
came to be passed out on Clague Rd.  Officers called an ambulance 
to check on him as they attempted to administer field sobriety tests.  
Additional investigators discovered that the vehicle had struck a pile 
of wood and a mailbox on Clague Rd north of where he was located.  
The driver said that he left the scene to see if his vehicle would still 
drive.  The man was checked out at the hospital before being brought 
back to the WPD jail to answer to charges of OVI, hit-skip, felony car-
rying a concealed weapon and failure to control.  Reports also note 
that suspected marijuana, a large amount of pills in plastic baggies, 
a bong and several knives were located in the male’s car.  Additional 
drug charges will be forwarded to the county grand jury once the 
narcotics are analyzed by the crime lab.  

Strange Cover-Up at Crocker Park
On 11/6/20 at approx. 11PM WPD received calls from con-

cerned citizens at Crocker Park that a male was walking around the 
area of the Hyatt reporting that he had been robbed.  The victim was 
only wearing a shirt wrapped around his waist.  Officers arrived and 
spoke with the 24yo North Ridgeville resident who said that he had 
been approached by a male in the nearby parking garage.  The “sus-
pect” had a gun and stole the victim’s clothing and belongings includ-
ing his wallet.  The victim was not injured.  As officers investigated 
and looked for the suspect, they discovered the victim’s discarded 
clothes in the parking garage.  They were soiled and still contained 
all the “victim’s” property.  Eventually the man admitted that he made 

up the story to cover up the fact that he had soiled himself.   Officers 
noted that alcohol may have played a factor in the man’s decision 
making.  The prosecutor is reviewing the case for a possible charge 
of making false alarms.

Scammed
On 11/17/20 WPD took a report from a citizen about a scam.  

The victim had received an unexpected email from a person she 
knew indicating that she was sick, could not be reached by phone 
and needed assistance.  The victim, trying to help, emailed her friend 
back and was requested to pick up Apple gift cards for someone’s 
birthday.  The gift cards were bought and emailed to the fake friend 
before the victim realized that something did not seem right.  She 
called her friend and found out none of the story was true.

Grocery Heist
On 11/18/20 at approx. 10:45AM WPD received a call from 

Aldi’s on Detroit about shoplifters.  2 males had walked out of the 
store with a shopping cart full of groceries and left in a vehicle.  The 
described car was located and stopped on I90 close to the Rocky 
River city line.  The 2 males were in possession of over $300 worth 
of groceries.  A 63yo Parma resident was charged with receiving 
stolen property.  A 48yo Brunswick was also charged with receiving 
stolen property along with his entered warrants for felony drug law, 
theft and traffic offenses.  While the groceries could not be accepted 
back by Aldi’s, they were graciously donated by the store the The 
Westlake Community Services Food Pantry for distribution. 

Fraud
On 11/18/20 at approx. 2PM officers responded to Hunters 

Point for a fraud report.  The citizen reported that someone had used 
his Home Depot account to fraudulently purchase a faucet. The on-
line thief also changed the address on the account so the faucet 
would be sent to an address in South Euclid.  Investigators paid a 
visit to the address on the east side to find that it was the residence 
of a person who was contracted to reship items.  The faucet was 
recovered.  Detectives are continuing to look into Empire Solutions 
LLC, the company paying the reshipper. 

Motel Woes
• On 11/18/20 at about 11:30AM officers were called to the Red 

Roof Inn for a welfare check.  The occupants of a room had not left 
by check out time and when the maintenance person knocked then 
entered the room he observed that the occupants were motionless.  
Officers arrived and finally got the 3 occupants to wake up.  There 
was evidence of drug use in plain view.  Investigation revealed that 
the trio were in possession of suspected LSD along with crushed 
Xanax pills which were being snorted with rolled up dollar bills.  Alco-
hol was also found.  Being that none of the 3 were 21 years old, this 
was also illegal.  The three were evicted from the hotel.  Charges for 
felony drug law were filed for a 19yo male from North Ridgeville.  Un-
derage possession of alcohol and drug paraphernalia charges are 
pending for a 20yo male, also from North Ridgeville, and a juvenile 
female from Sheffield Lake.

• On 11/20/20 at approx. 11:15pm an officer noticed that there 
was a fire near the dumpster in the parking lot of the Red Roof Inn 
on Clemens.  While waiting for the fire department,  witnesses were 
contacted who reported that a female staying at the hotel had just 
walked away from the area of the dumpster.  The 30yo Cleveland 
resident was contacted and admitted to setting the fire to rid the 
contents of snakes.  She was found to be in possession of suspected 
methamphetamine.  Westlake Fire transported her to the hospital 
for evaluation.  She and her boyfriend were evicted from the hotel.  
Charges of arson and narcotic possession are pending. 

• On 11/20/20 at approx. 5pm officers responded to the Su-
per 8 Motel on Sperry for a family dispute.  A male called to report 
that his ex fiancée had assaulted him.  The Maple Hts couple were 
staying at the hotel with 2yo and 8yo children.  The male said that 
he was going to leave the area.  A report was taken for prosecutor 
review.  On 11/21/20 at about 10:30am officers were called back to 
the hotel as the same female had locked the male outside and he 
was banging on the door.  The female, who was 8 months pregnant, 
was transported to the hospital for injuries sustained in the domestic.  
The male, a 26yo, was arrested for felony domestic violence along 
with disrupting public service as destroyed the female’s cell phone 
when she tried to call for help. 

• On 12/3/20 at approx. 11PM officers were called to the Hyatt 
Place Hotel for a report of a disorderly intoxicated female.  The staff 
reported that the female had issues at the Yard House Restaurant 
and was now wandering around the hotel causing a disturbance.  
Officers located the 34yo Cleveland resident and advised her to go 
back to her room or risk being charged.  The highly intoxicated guest 
soon left her room and was found again wandering in the lobby of 
the hotel. She was arrested for being disorderly while intoxicated 
and was transported to the WPD jail to await a sober relative to take 
custody of her.

Purse Heist
On 11/24/20 a citizen on Weymouth Cir reported that someone 

had entered her unlocked vehicle and stolen her purse.  An officer 
learned that the complainant had only left the vehicle unoccupied at 
4pm for 10 minutes but had left the purse sitting on the passenger 
seat when she was gone.  She lost her purse along with several 
credit cards which had not been used before she cancelled same.  
There were no witnesses.

I-90 Scare
On 11/24/20 at about 5pm WPD received 2-911 calls from 

concerned motorists reporting a reckless or impaired driver on I90.  
Officers caught up with the vehicle which was driving between lanes 
and swerving.  The operator, a 38yo Cleveland resident, said he was 
a Marine when asked if he had been drinking.  The driver appeared 
to be impaired and refused to submit to field sobriety testing.  He 
struggled with the officers as they handcuffed him and placed him in 
the rear of a cruiser.  The vehicle was towed from the scene and the 
male was transported to the Westlake jail where he refused a breath 
test.  The man was charged with OVI, weaving and driving without a 
license.  He was later released to a sober friend.  

Fraud
On November 24, at 8:50am, Bay Village 

Police dispatched to take a Fraud report. Police 
spoke with the female victim who reported that 
someone attempted to file for unemployment 
in her name. Luckily, the fraudulent claim was 
caught in time before any transactions were 
processed.

Decoration Damage
On November 28, at 10:50pm Bay Village Police were dis-

patched to the 26000 block of East Oviatt Road on report of a crimi-
nal damaging. The homeowner had called police to report that four 
juveniles exited a white vehicle, approached her home and had dam-
aged her decorative inflatable turkey, rendering it inoperable. Shortly 
thereafter, a caller in the 300 block of Dover Center called to report 
a white vehicle had approached her home and attempted to damage 
her inflatable snowman before being discovered by the homeowner. 
Bay Village Police are investigating.
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 Bay Presbyterian Church (BPC) invites all west shore 
families and community members to be a part of come-
back stories at The City Mission by donating items to make 
Comeback Kits.
 BPC will be collecting items for The City Mission’s 
Comeback Kits. These kits are provided to guests of the 
organization’s shelters and include immediate care, relief, 
and encouragement products like: Shampoo • Conditioner 

Bay Presbyterian Joins with City Mission: Please Contribute to Christmas Comebacks
Help Guests of The City Mission by Donating Items for Comeback Kits at Bay Presbyterian Church

• Toothbrush • Toothpaste 
• Body Wash • Hand/Body 
Lotion • Razors • Shaving 
Cream • New Underwear • 
New Socks • Women’s Hy-
giene Products • Bibles (New 
Living Translation) • Note-
books • Daily Planners • 
Pens • Stationery • Games
 Shop for any of the items 
requested and drop off your 
donation at BPC’s main entrance (25415 Lake Road, Bay 
Village, at the corner of Lake and Columbia Roads) any-
time during the week from Sunday, November 29 through 
Sunday, December 27.
 Bus passes are an urgent need also, and they can be 
purchased at area Marc’s, Giant Eagle, and Discount Drug 
Mart locations. On December 17, students from the West-
shore Young Leaders Network will gather at BPC to sort 
items collected as of that date.
 The items requested may seem like a small contribu-
tion, but they are a significant part of providing practical 

help and restoring hope to men, women, and 
children in need. Jaime Buxton, The City Mis-
sion’s Community Engagement Manager, said, 
“The City Mission provides wraparound care 
through Help, Heart, Home, and sharing ever-

lasting Hope. It’s our deep desire to meet each individual 
who comes to us in their need, and to help them begin the 
journey of their comeback story. It is by God’s grace, and 
through generous donations like these that those stories 
can begin.”
 BPC has a long history of shared service with The City 
Mission. Pastor Mark Tumney said, “We appreciate that fam-
ilies in our west side communities may be looking for ways 
to celebrate the season with acts of generosity and service. 
COVID makes that difficult this year, but donating items for 
Comeback Kits can be an easy way to involve kids in provid-
ing meaningful gifts to people who may have little else.”
 Help write a comeback story by dropping off needed 
items at Bay Presbyterian Church though December 27. 
Learn more at baypres.org or thecitymission.org/come-
back-kits.

 by: Sue Bailey
 I think we all attended school more for the social end of it than 
the educational. That was during the fall and winter or 1907, though 
I became acquainted with many boys and girls during that summer at 
church.
 My, what fun we had at corn roasts and wiener roasts, down at the 
beach at Stop 19. Now it is Columbia Road, and I think the beach now 
is restricted property.
 Burton Weston had the team and hayrick. It was available in sum-
mer, and in the winter the bobsled was also easy to get. It was conve-
nient to pick a burlap bag of roasting corn, in their cornfield.
 Someone else has a slab of bacon handy at home, and boy; was 
that delicious when fried on a hot flat stone. We caught the grease on 
our slice of bread, and sometimes we roasted the bread too.
 Tomatoes made their appearance out of a handy garden, so 
flesh. Someone had a small crock of home-made butter to bring and 
cream was handy wherever there was a cow in the shed. The huge 
time coffeepot was borrowed from the church and some cups. Cof-
fee and bread was left for the girls of the crowd to furnish; also fruit 
was ripe, maybe plums. Oh, what a grand meal was that, eaten to the 
music of the waves lapping the shore. We sang all the way home and 
cracked jokes.
 Winter parties were swell, too, thanks to “Deek” and his bobsled, 
with the straw in the bottom of it. We landed at someone’s home, for 
a hot oyster stew or a big meal. This is what we looked forward to ev-
eryday, in school, for the date was always Friday night, and we never 
failed to get there. Nearly every week, all winter long, our Friday and 
Saturday nights were “party” nights.
 In cold weather, there was usually a bobsled and team handy and 
no one refused an invitation. So about twenty or more people were 
available, at the drop of a hat, meant that all were ready for fun.
 No one had to twist arms and force was never used. A nice drive 
as far as Rocky River and back again to someone’s home, for a dish of 
hot oyster stew, gave the party a flying start. Later some games and 
singing, and we were tired enough to go home.
 Ready for another get-together the following week. Sometimes 
we had pot-luck parties, but whatever was on the docket, fun was 
guaranteed. Then we had a good leader of the choir. Full of ambi-
tion and ideas. So we spent a lot of evenings in the Sunday School 
room. Contests, games, and lunch were the ingredients, well mixed 
with nice boys and girls, turned out amusements that were healthy 
and clean.
 No pictures shows, no cars, no money, but laughs  a car load of 
them. Most of the boys had to drive to market at midnight, with their 
lanterns underneath the wagons, swinging in rhythm to the clop of 
the horses’ feet, canvasses tight to discourage sneak thieves

A Visit with Christmas Past....
No Picture Shows, No Cars,

No Money, But Laughs

“Quality, American-Made
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30808 Center Ridge Rd | Westlake
440-808-2158
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   www.KnickerbockerApartments.org

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is 
accepting donations of new socks and new 
or gently used water resistant boots of all 
sizes to benefit the men served at the 2100 
E. Lakeside Homeless Men’s Shelter. This is 
in partnership with Lutheran Metropolitan 
Ministry.
 We will be collecting socks and boots 
from November 22 to December 20. Please 
drop off your socks and/or boots off at the 
donation bin outside the West Entrance.
 Please visit our website at www.prin-
ceofpeacewestlake.org.

Boots and Socks
for Christmas

 by Margie Bennett
 We thought it might be fun to see what Presidents of the 
past ate and how they celebrated the holidays. The following was 
gleaned from a variety of sources.
 Martha Washington customarily served dinner at Mount Ver-
non at three o’clock in the afternoon - an hour about which the Gen-
eral was altogether precise. As was the fashion at that time, dinner 
was served in three courses and on two tablecloths. One cloth was 
removed between each course. Usually fruit, nuts and wines were 
served on the bare table. In the center of the table platters contain-
ing meats and fish were placed symmetrically about the table with 
a suitable assortment of vegetables and “corner dishes” of sauces, 
relishes and preserves located at appropriate spots.
 In 1789 William Maclay, a senator from Pennsylvania, was 
a guest at a dinner party with the President and Mrs. Washington, 
Vice-President and Mrs. Adams, and several others. At the end of 
the meal, Maclay reported, “the President, filling a glass of wine 
with great formality drank to the health of every individual name 
by name round the table. Everybody imitated him, charged glasses, 
and such a buzz of ‘health, sir,’ and ‘health, madam,’ and `thank 
you, sir’ and ‘thank you, madam,’ never had I heard before. Indeed, I 
had liked to have been thrown out in the hurry: but I got a little wine 
in my glass, and passed the ceremony. The ladies sat a good while, 
and the bottle passed about; but there was a dead silence almost. 
Mrs. Washington at last withdrew with the ladies.”
 The following Christmas dinner is a composite of meals served 
at Mount Vernon compiled from guests’ reports, farm records and 
invoices of goods ordered from merchants: “An Onion Soup Called 
the King’s Soup, Oysters on the Half Shell, Broiled Salt Roe Herring, 
Boiled Rockfish, Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding, Mutton Chops, 
Roast Suckling Pig, Roast Turkey with Chestnut Stuffing, Round 
of Cold Boiled Beef with Horse-radish Sauce, Cold Baked Virginia 
Ham, Lima Beans, Baked Acorn Squash, Baked Celery with Slivered 
Almonds, Hominy Pudding, Candied Sweet Potatoes, Cantaloupe 
Pickle, Spiced Peaches in Brandy, Spiced Cranberries, Mincemeat 
Pie, Apple Pie, Cherry Pie, Chess Tarts, Blancmange, Plums in Wine 
Jelly, Snowballs, Indian Pudding, Great Cake, Ice Cream, Plum Pud-
ding, Fruits, Nuts, Raisings, Port and Madeira.”
 From Martha Washington’s cookbook (Collection of the Historical 

Christmas Dinner at George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Society of Pennsylvania. The spelling was kept just as she wrote it. 
Some abbreviations are interpreted), “To keepe Cherries yt [so that] 
you may have them for tarts at Christmas without Preserving: Take ye 
fayrest cherries you can get, fresh from ye trees, with out bruising, wipe 
them one by one with a linnen cloth, yn [then] put ym [them] in ranks, 
first laying hay on the bottom, & then cherries & yn hay & yn cherries 
& then hay agayne, stop them close up yt noe ayre get to ym. then set 
them under a fether bead where one layeth continually for ye warmer 
they are kept ye better it is soe they be neere no fire. Thus doeing you 
may have cherries any time of ye yeare. You allsoe May keep Cherries 
or other fruits, in glasses close stopt from ayre.”
 Contrary to popular belief, alcohol and spirits played an im-
portant part in the life of the colonists and this was true for every 
region. A man might begin the day with a drink of rum, whiskey, or 
peach brandy before breakfast. Even temperate drinkers like John 
Adams were likely to start the day with a glass of hard cider. To 
counteract any ill effects from water, beer or cider was mixed with 
it and the mixture served at meals. Everyone partook, even women, 
children, and yes, the stern clergymen. The belief that spirits pre-
vented malaria added to their popularity.
 From the Franklin Papers (American Philosophical Society), 
Benjamin Franklin’s Orange Shrub - “To a Gallon of Rum two 
Quarts of Orange Juice and two pound of Sugar -dissolve the Sugar 
in the Juice before you mix it with the Rum - put all together in a 
Cask & shake it well - let it stand 3- or 4-Weeks & it will be very 
fine & fit for Bottling - when you have Bottled off the fine pass the 
thick thro’ a Philtring paper put into a Funnell - that not a drop may 
be lost. To obtain the favour of the Orange Peel pare a few Oranges 
& put it in Rum for twelve hours - & put that Rum into the Cask with 
the other - For Punch thought better without the Peel”
 Abraham Lincoln, according to friends and other politicians, 
seemed to have little interest in cuisine and ofen forgot altogether 
about eating. Noah Brooks, one of Lincoln’s friends from Illinois, re-
called having been invited to breakfast one morning by Lincoln and 
noting that “the President would appear to forget that food and drink 
were needful for his existence, unless he were persistently followed 
up by some of the servants.” Brooks remarked to Lincoln that he 
was surprised to see that the President preferred milk to coffee for 
breakfast. Lincoln replied, “eyeing his glass of milk with surprise, as 

if he had not before noticed what he was drinking, ‘Well, I do prefer 
coffee in the morning, but they don’t seem to have sent me in any.’”
 Lincoln planned the following menu for his Inaugural Lun-
cheon served at Willard’s Hotel in Washington at midday on March 
4, 1861: Mock Turtle Soup, Corned Beef and Cabbage, Parsley Po-
tatoes, Blackberry Pie and Coffee.
 Ice Cream is believed to be a Chinese invention, brought to the 
West by Marco Polo In American, George Washington made it; Mrs. 
Alexander Hamilton served it; Dolley Madison popularized it. Ice 
cream was often served at elaborate dinners. In 1812, at Madison’s 
second inaugural ball the climactic moment was marked by the serv-
ing of ice cream. The cream came from the President’s dairy at Mont-
pelier and strawberries from Mrs. Madison’s garden topped the dish.
 Dolley Madison was renowned as the most hospitable and 
charming of the Presidential First Lades. She graciously welcomed 
everyone who visited the White House. One of her most appreciated 
customs was serving her guests hot bouillon as they arrived and 
before they left when the weather was cold and dreary. The follow-
ing is Dolley Madisons recipe for Bouillon: 1 pound beef stew meat, 
1 beef knuckle, 1 cup chopped carrot, 1/2 cup chopped onion, 1/2 
cup chopped turnip, 1/2 cup snipped parsley, 2 teaspoons salt and 
1/8 teaspoon cayenne. In large pan or Dutch oven combine stew 
meat, beef knuckle, carrot, onion, turnip, parsley, salt, cayenne, and 
12 cups of water. Cover, simmer 2 hours. Strain the broth. Season 
to taste. Serve hot. Serves 10.
 Mrs. Benjamin Harrison’s recipe for Sausage Rolls from 1890 
- “Make a light biscuit dough - (made with milk) & let it raise over 
night. In the morning roll it out thin and cut into shape with a biscuit 
cutter. In the center of each place a roll of sausage the size of a good 
sized Hickory Nut & roll it up in the dough. After letting these stand m 
the pan for a few minutes, bake and serve hot. These rolls are also 
good cold & when children, we used to have these to take to school 
for our luncheon in bad weather.
 From ‘Statesmen’s Dishes and How to Cook them, 1890’, Mrs 
Stephen J Field wrote, “To Prepare a Turkey for Christmas Din-
ner - The turkey should be cooped up and fed some time before 
it is slaughtered, it should have an English walnut forced down its 
throat three times a day and a glass of sherry once a day. The meat 
will be deliciously tender, and have a fine nutty flavor.”

A Visit with Christmas Past….
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 Kevin Xu, a Westlake High School senior, joins four of his fellow classmates in earn-
ing semifinalist status in the 2021 in the National Merit® Scholarship Program. Of the 1.5 
million students who take the 2019 PSAT/NMSQT exam that qualifies them for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship competition, only 16,000 students score high enough to qualify as 

semifinalists, which puts them in the top 1% 
of students across the nation.
 Kevin now has the opportunity to ap-
ply for finalist status. If he is chosen as one 
of the 15,000 finalists, Kevin will compete 
for nearly $31 million is scholarship funds. 
Kevin said there are several factors that led to 
his high success, including personal desire, 
encouragement from friends and guidance 
from teachers.
 “I moved to Westlake in eighth grade, 
from a small town in Kentucky,” Kevin said. 
“One of my teachers in eighth grade, Ms. 
Fetko, helped me adjust to the new school 
life and encouraged me to achieve my po-
tential. In high school, I was glad to see that 

is active in his/her local community.
 “There is so much behind-the-
scenes work that goes into successfully 
running a school district and ensuring 
that the students and staff have ev-
erything they need to flourish, and so 
much of that work flies under the radar, 
but it is extremely meaningful, and for 
Westlake City Schools, Dave is the man 
behind all of that work,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Scott Goggin. “We literally 
could not provide the environment and 
services we do for students without 
Dave and his team. He is so appreci-
ated and important to our success, and 
this award proves what an asset he is. 
Thank you for your hard work, Dave, 
and congratulations on the much-de-
served award!”
 In honor of the award, Kocevar was 
presented with a plaque at the district’s 
October board of education meeting. Lisa 
Zuk, administrative assistant for the de-

 The Westlake City School District is 
proud to announce that its director of busi-
ness affairs, Dave Kocevar, was recently rec-
ognized as the 2019-2020 Educational Ad-
ministrator of the Year by the Educational 
Office Professionals of Ohio (EOPO).
 “It means a lot to receive this award, 
and by being recognized by such a pres-
tigious group of professionals who do so 
much to help their members thrive and 
succeed, is incredibly humbling,” said Dave 
Kocevar. “This award truly recognizes that 
my accomplishments are only possible 
through the hard work and dedication of 
my entire team, including my amazing ad-
ministrative assistant Lisa Zuk.”
 As the district’s director of business 
affairs, Kocevar oversees the ancillary de-
partments for the school district, including 
custodial, maintenance and food service as 
well as assisting with transportation and 
building renovations and construction, to 
ensure that they operate in a fiscally re-

Westlake Schools Dave Kocevar Named Educational Administrator of the Year
sponsible manner. The main goal of Koce-
var and his team is to provide a clean, safe 
and healthy environment for everyone who 
uses their services and facilities. His dedi-
cated support staff of custodians, food ser-
vice partners, maintenance and transporta-
tion employees provide these specialized 
services that support the district’s mission 
of educating for excellence.
 “If we are doing our job correctly, the 
teachers and staff can focus on the students 
and attending to their needs without wor-
rying about the health and safety of the 
environment and building around them,” 
Kocevar says.
 The Educational Administrator of the 
Year is selected by the EOPO awards com-
mittee and then approved by its board of 
directors. The award recognizes the admin-
istrative professional who meets the needs 
of his/her students, demonstrates strength 
in communication skills, is committed to 
professional development and growth, and 

partment of business affairs, presented the 
award. She, along with Dana Hoffman, an-
other district administrative assistant, were 
responsible for nominating him for the 
honor last spring.

Congratulations to Westlake High’s Kevin Xu, Semifinalist in the National Merit® Scholarship Program
many of the teachers were just like her, such as Mr. Major, Ms. Sidloski, Mr. Cuomo, Mr. 
Patton, Mr. Packis and Ms. Prohaska. Though I may not have excelled in everything I par-
ticipated in, I always try my best. During my club activities (such as Westlake Analytics, 
Academic Challenge, National English Honor Society etc.), I enjoyed the teamwork and 
faculty advisors’ support.”
 While Kevin has not decided where he wants to go to college, he plans to attend a 
university and major in computer engineering. He has an interest in both hardware and 
software and even completed an internship at Hyland Software during summer break.
 “I plan to start a career in the computer engineering field, and hopefully, one day, I 
could start my own business once I have enough experience,” Kevin said. “In addition, I 
want to keep writing in my spare time.”
 Outside of school and work, Kevin enjoys playing the saxophone, reading, coding 
computer programs and writing fiction.
 The 2021 National Merit Scholarship winners will be an-
nounced in four nationwide news releases beginning in April 
and concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will join 
more than 353,000 other distinguished young people who 
have earned the Merit Scholar title.
 Learn more about the National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram and NMSC by visiting www.nationalmerit.org.
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Package

By: Margie Bennett
 A conspiracy theory grew last week as Santa 
sightings increased throughout the area.
 The mysterious red-suited man seems to be 
making no secret that he has taken up permanent res-
idence in the area. But no one seems to know where.
 Just two weekends past, the jolly elf made con-
tinued appearances at places like Crocker Park, The 
Promenade of Westlake, Great Northern Mall and 
Westgate.
 But in the last seven days, his ubiquitous presence 
has increased apparently exponentially.
 Men in red suits have been seen so frequently 
that some in the area feel they are ready for men in 
white coats.
 Santa, once a prideful figure, was spotted last week 
in places tawdry as a local abandoned gas station lot 
where he was hawking Christmas trees.
 Other evidence has also appeared. A group of 
reindeer disguised as regular white-tails was seen 
crossing Crocker Road. Speculation is Santa may have 
set up shop somewhere in the Crocker Park area.
 This theory has surfaced in the past as well. San-

Santa Sightings Lead to Conspiracy Theory
A Visit with Christmas Past….

ta used to be seen in Bay Village riding around town 
atop a fire truck basket, dodging high tension wires 
and peppering onlookers gathered on the streets be-
low with candy canes.
 His inflated effigy has also been placed in promi-
nent display on top of the Malley’s building near the air-
port, where the giant, expandable resemblance draws 
the awe of I-480 transients.
 Santa is, indeed, everywhere this year.
 In fact, things have gotten so bad that parents 
no longer have to worry about their kids wondering if 
there really is a Santa Claus. This year, it’s a lot easier 
explaining to them just who ISN’T Santa Claus.
 Some parents in the area, upon being presented 
with lengthy inventories on their children’s Christmas 
lists, are responding:
 - Who do you think I am, anyway, Santa Claus?
 That doesn’t dampen the spirits of most kids. On 
a typical Christmas season Saturday, it’s possible for 
your kids to encounter five, six, even seven Santas.
 They never get tired of it. About the only thing 
that would slow them down is a public address an-
nouncement that says:

 - Ladies and gentlemen, Santa has left 
the building.
 Then, once you get the little guys home, 
the first thing they want you to do is call San-
ta on the phone. Just dial 1-800-North-Pole.
 You try to get off easy and tell them no 
one is answering. Sorry, you say, I was put on 
ho-ho-hold! That’s a lot easier than waiting 
for all those long distance minutes to show 
up on your cell phone bill!
 Then you get a better idea. You place 
another call. This time the kids really get to talk to the big guy himself, and they are full of 
questions.
 - What will you bring me? How are your reindeer? When you come to my house, what 
kind of cookies do you want?
 Santa, of course, entertains all their questions patiently and even invites them to call 
back any time. Eventually the conversation ends and the kids hang up.
 - Well, you ask them, How did you like that?
 - Great, they say. He’s going to bring us everything we want.
 - Wonderful, you answer. That ought to make you happy.
 - It does, says the older one.  But there’s just one thing.
 - What’s that? You ask.
 - That Santa we talked to. He sure sounds a lot like Grandpa.
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22690 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126
(440) 779-7755 • DrellishaksFairview.com

Drellishak’s
Fairview

Auto Care

Complete Auto Care
ASE Certified

Family Owned and Operated Since 1945
Quality Vehicle Repairs

E-Check Licensed Repair Facility
At Drellishak’s Auto Care, we have always been committed to the safety of your family, the quality 

of our work and the service to our customers. We pride ourselves on building relationships with the 
owners of the cars we service. In fact, many customers will return to Drellishak’s longer than the life 

of their car. Drellishak’s works diligently at every opportunity to earn your business for life.

Car Care Center

Trusted Brands

From all of us here at Drellishak’s,
wishing you and yours a warm,

safe Holiday Season!

To keep everyone safe we are practicing all recommended CDC standards set by the government

Due to COVID-19 Our Temporary Hours are:
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Happy Holidays! We will be CLOSED
December 24 & 25 in observance of Christmas

Thank you! Thank you!
Make Sure you are 
ready for This 2021 

winter season?

On SeleCT GOODyear TIreS

rebaTe 
up TO

$75.00
Like us on Facebook to stay 

up to date on all car tips!

Certified ASE
Technician

Please Inquire Within


