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Westlake Council of PTAs
Food & Toiletry Drive Supports 

The May Dugan Center
and Westlake Assistance

Community 
Champions

“Celebrate the Power
of Community” Complimentary Copy

see page 3

GAME DAY SPECIAL

Expires 2/28/17. Participating locations only. Extra or premium toppings, substitutions, extra sauces and dressings, tax and delivery additional.
Must present coupon. Prices subject to change without notice. Pepsi and the Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PespsiCo, Inc.

• 2 Party Tray Pizzas with Premium Mozzarella & 1 Topping (60 pc.)
• 40 pc. Jet’s® Wings
• 2 orders of any Bread
• Two 2 Liters of a Pepsi-Cola® Product (Served with your choice of Dipping Sauce)

$100

25947 Detroit Road
In the Williamsburg Square Plaza

440-892-1200

Turning
Clients

into Family
Since 2002

www.OhiOFamilyRealty.cOm • 440-731-8070

The Spine & Orthopedic Center at
UH SJMC Exceeds National

Benchmarks in Patient Satisfaction
see page 2

After a presidential inauguration, a million-woman 
march and week-long immersion of media hype 

controversy, it was good to take in the real spirit of 
community in Bay Village on Jan. 15 when resident 

Lorelei Suehrstedt organized a ‘Circle the City 
With Love’ event in front of the Bay Village Police 

Station on Wolf Road.
continued on page 5

 What would you do with $100,000? On Feb. 11, 
someone is going to win big...and it could be YOU! 
 Straight from the Heart 2017 raffle tickets are 
on sale now!
 Visit www.StraightFromTheHeartEvent.org 
for a full list of fabulous prizes and to purchase 
tickets online.
 Tickets are $100 each or three for $200.
 Please call Community West Foundation at 
440-360-7416 with questions. More info on page 5.

(Or 39 Other Fabulous Prizes)!
Win $100,000

Get A Generator: Ever wonder what you would do if 
you lost electric power for days at a time? A few years 
ago, Superstorm Sandy left some folks without power 
for almost a week. There was a blessing with that storm, 
however: It came in late fall when outside temperatures 
were well above freezing. Loss of power for days or even 
hours could mean a catastrophe to folks facing freezing 
temperatures without a working furnace. That is one of 

VILLAGER BEAT
the reasons the City of Bay Village is looking into spots in 
town where public can access generated electrical power 
and heat in the event of an emergency. Anyone, however, 
can make their own space safer by purchasing a genera-
tor of their own. From small, quiet portable generators to 
whole house systems, a generator is a great way to ensure 
your peace of mind when power goes out. Check out the 
info from Generator Pros in today’s Crocker Press (page 5).

3,800 items - $13,000
330 Families Benefit

 For over twenty years, the West-
lake Council of PTAs (Westlake Coun-
cil) and its member PTAs have teamed 
with The May Dugan Center to provide 
food and toiletry items to local families 
in need.  In recent years, the donations 
have expanded to include Westlake As-
sistance as well.

continued on page 5
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With God, all things are possible....

STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART RAFFLE

What would you do with
$100,000? see page 5

for details.

Westlake students ready to 
unload donations from school 

bus for May Dugan Center.

Lorelei Suehrstedt

Who will win the 2017 $100,000 
Straight from the Heart Raffle 

Grand Prize?

2015 Winners Jennifer and Michael Erhardt
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By Jennifer Mogus, BSN, RN
 University Hospitals St. John Medical Center’s Spine & 
Orthopedic Center has proudly exceeded National bench-
marks in patient satisfaction. 
 This has been accomplished through specific initia-
tives, tools, education and engagement of interdisciplin-
ary teams throughout the system to transform the patient 
experience. Through collaborative efforts of Nursing Ad-
ministration and support staff, we have obtained this pres-
tigious honor and are proud of this national recognition.
 HCAHPS (Hospital Consumer Assessment of Health-
care Providers and Systems) Survey is the first national, 
standardized, publicly reported survey of patients’ perspec-
tives of hospital care. 

 This hospital survey is a 32-item survey instrument 
and data collection methodology for measuring patients’ 
perceptions of their hospital experience. HCAHPS has al-
lowed valid comparisons to be made across hospitals lo-
cally, regionally, and nationally since 2008. 
 Six summary measures, or composites summarize:
 - How well nurses and doctors communicated with patients
 - How responsive hospital staff were to patient needs
 - How well hospital staff helped patients manage pain
 - How well the staff communicated with patients about new 
medications
 - Whether key information was provided at discharge. 
 Two individual items are reported that address the 
cleanliness and quietness of patient rooms and environ-
ment. Two global items capture patient’s overall rating of 
the hospital and whether they would recommend it to fam-
ily and friends. 
 Survey response rate and the number of completed sur-
veys are publicly reported, which allows patients to make in-
formed decisions on their preferences of healthcare facilities.

The UH St. John Medical Center Spine & Orthopedic Center
 The Spine & Orthopedic Center at UH St. John Medi-
cal Center sets the bar in their standards of care by utiliz-
ing a “5-Star Hotel” approach to healthcare. We treat our 
patients as guests in our home and individualize the care 
for ‘Every patient, Every time.’ Our unit has achieved this 
exceptional status through many interventions we have put 
into practice over time. 
 On a unit level, we have morning huddles focusing on 
the composites of the survey. All of the staff are engaged 
and openly discuss the interventions utilized on a daily ba-
sis to always meet our guest’s needs. 
 As a team, we focus on holding each other account-
able, which has been a key to our success as a whole. In-
terventions utilized on a daily basis include hourly 

purposeful rounding, daily pain management and 
managerial rounds, weekly pre-operative classes, 
whiteboards in every patient room individualized 
to each patient’s specific plan of care, consistent 
verbal and printed communication/education 
about medications and side effects, observation of 
quiet time, room to room shift report, individual-
ized and group physical and occupational therapy, 
physician rounding, daily discharge planning, and 
call backs following discharge; to name a few. 
 We offer amenities to our guests including 
flowers and cards, daily newspaper delivery, mints 
on our guest’s pillows, gift bag for home, and a spe-
cial discharge meal for the guest and family.
 The nursing staff in the Spine & Orthopedic Cen-
ter is a close-knit group of that has adopted the 
core values (Courage, Respect, Justice, Collabo-
ration) of the hospital system in their daily practice. 

 Clinical Manager Clare Ruic, BSN, RN, has set a foun-
dation that has provided focus, confidence, integrity, inspi-
ration, passion and accountability which has undoubtedly 
contributed to the success of the unit. Clare always leads by 
example and the staff gravitates to her ideas and suggestions 
because they are the right things to do. Clare is not only con-
cerned with the Spine & Orthopedic Center, but she focuses 
on modeling our success throughout the other units in the 
hospital. Through collaborative efforts, Clare and her nurs-
ing staff have assisted other units in modeling the themes 
utilized in her unit to enhance the patient experience as a 
whole throughout St. John Medical Center.
 Moving forward, all within the Spine & Orthopedic 

Center have set specific, achievable goals for the year 2017:
 - They will all continue to work as team to help the organi-
zation achieve Magnet Status under their new administration.
 - They will continue to engage themselves in committees 
and team building activities throughout the organization, assur-
ing best practices are utilized.
 Many of the our nurses are continuing their education 
by receiving specialized certifications in orthopedics and 
obtaining Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees. 
 Kudos to Clare Ruic and her amazing team. We are 
UH, We are St. John!!
 Visit us at www.UHhospitals.org.

(Jennifer Mogus, BSN, RN, is a nurse at the UH St. John Medical 
Center’s Spine/Orthopedic and Surgical Center).

 The Spine & Orthopedic Center at University Hospitals 
St. John Medical Center has achieved unparallelled excel-
lence in every area of patient satisfaction, according to a large 
national survey conducted by the Hospital Consumer As-
sessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS).
 The HCAHPS Survey - a national, standardized, pub-
licly reported survey of patients’ perspectives of hospital 
care - ranked the UH SJMC Spine & Ortho Center in the 
91st percentile or higher in each of nine separate satisfac-
tion categories.
 “I am just so proud of this entire unit and everyone as-
sociated with it,” said UH SJMC President Robert G. David. 
“This survey is based on more than 400 survey responses, 
so we know by the size of the survey that this is an accurate 
assessment of our patient experience.”
 Clare Ruic, BSN, RN, CCM, Clinical Manager of the 
Spine & Ortho Center, remarks that the survey captures the 
spirit of excellence that is presented by all affiliated with the 
Center each day.
 “Our goal is to always provide excellence in patient 
care and patient satisfaction. We have a great staff, and the 
survey results have a lot to do with the teamwork we en-
joy here,” said Ruic, who has directed the Center since it 
opened 8 years ago.

The Spine & Orthopedic Center at UH SJMC
Exceeds National Benchmarks in Patient Satisfaction

 “A lot of it has to do with leadership,” said Patient Navigator Trisha Marcell, RN, ONC. “But it really has to do with 
everyone working together, really listening to our patients and treating everyone like family.”
 For David, whose business card lists his position 
at UH SJMC as both President & Chief Patient Ex-
perience Officer, the recognition resonates with his 
commitment to excellence in care and satisfaction 
for all who come to UH SJMC. “An accomplishment 
of this stature puts our hospital at a level of care and 
performance that equals or exceeds any hospital in 
the country,” he said.
 Last year, the UH SJMC Spine & Ortho Center 
cared for over 1000 patients. About two-thirds sought 
out the Center for joint replacement surgeries.

UH SJMC HCHPS Spine/Ortho Survey Summary
- Rate Hospital 0-10: 96th percentile

- Recommend the Hospital: 91st percentile
- Communication with Nurses: 96th percentile

- Response of Medical Staff: 97th percentile
- Communication with Doctors: 97th percentile

- Hospital Environment: 93rd percentile
- Pain Management: 93rd percentile

- Communication about Medicines: 95th percentile
- Discharge Information: 95th percentile Robert G. David, UH SJMC President, and Clare Ruic, BSN, RN, CCM,

Clinical Manager of the Spine & Ortho Center.

Trisha Marcell, RN. ONC, Patient Navigator and
Clare Ruic, BSN. RN. CCM, Clinical Manager of the Spine & Ortho Center.

Marian Curtis, RN, Deborah Kovach, RN, Kellie Bednarski, RN,
Clare Ruic, BSN, RN, Clinical Manager, Kaitlin Gibson, PCA, and

Robert G. David, UH SJMC President.

Trisha Marcell, RN, ONC, Patient Navigator, Andrea Richards, BSN, RN,
Janet Dukles, HUA, Carol Tyrone, RN, Case Manager, Emily Falkenberg, 

PCA, and Xaymara Otero, RN.
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© 2016 University Hospitals

 
We’re your community hospital  

with nationally ranked care.

We are St. John. 
We are UH. 

St. John Medical Center, a Catholic hospital, 
is now fully part of University Hospitals. 
And we’re delivering the most advanced care 
right to you, including:

• Nationally recognized cancer, digestive    
 and neurological care.

• Leading-edge surgical specialties including    
 heart, vascular, spine and orthopedic surgery.

• Close-to-home access to UH Rainbow    
 Babies & Children’s care, including 24/7    
 pediatric emergency services.

• A Family Birth Center to support and guide  
 new mothers, from traditional deliveries  
 to natural births.

Because you’re our community – 
and we’re dedicated to keeping all of us healthy.

Our experts will see you now.
Call 1-844-4-UHSTJOHN for an appointment.

UHStJohn.org 
29000 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145
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Dentistry - Ease in the Dental Chair.....
by Dr. Louis Malcmacher of The Healthy Smile

Dr. Louis Malcmacher Dr. Morris Edelstein

TheHealthySmile.net

Louis J. Malcmacher, DDS MAGD
Morris Edelstein, DDS
Donald Thaler, DDS

Preferred Provider for
many insurance companies including:

Aetna
Anthem
Cigna

Connection
Delta

Dentemax
Guardian
Humana
MetLife

United Healthcare
and others

Our Services Include:
Tooth-Colored Fillings
Sealants
Teeth Whitening
All-Porcelain Crowns
All-Porcelain Bridges
Veneers

Emergency Visits
Root Canals
Extractions
Periodontal Treatments
Dentures
Botox & Dermal Fillers

440-892-1810
27239 Wolf Road

Bay Village, OH  44140
Conveniently located at Bay Village Square

Shopping Center right next to Subway and Walgreens

Bay Village Dentist

Dentistry today is absolutely amazing when you 
compare it to what dentistry was like even ten years 
ago. Dentistry is easier, faster and better than it’s ever 
been before!

Even the parts of the dental experiences that most pa-
tients don’t look forward to. The dreaded “shot” for example, 
has become easier and much more effective than it has ever 
been in the past. The dental injection has become much easier 
than before for a few good reasons. Advancements in technol-
ogy have made the needle tip ultra-sharp, which means that 
you barely feel it when it is given. Also, the new anesthetics 
that are used cause a more profound numbness without having 
to wait ten minutes for it to take effect. The results is a much 
more comfortable experience for you as well as shortening the 
time you need to be in the dental chair. Let’s face it - no one 
likes to be in that dental chair any more than they have to be. 
That’s why we are committed to making your dental experi-

ence more comfortable and faster.
Just about every dental procedure that you need can be 

done much quicker than it has been done in the past. Most 
root canals today only take one visit, eliminating the need for 
temporary fillings and chances of reinfection. A crown for 
your tooth used to need preparation time of a half hour to two 
hours and now can be comfortably done in less than one hour. 
Remember sitting with a dental impression material in your 
mouth for 10 to 15 minutes? Now, the impressions routinely 
do not take more than three to four minutes.

Dentistry is the best it has ever been in terms of comfort, 
speed and quality. If you haven’t been to the dentist for a while, 
you will be absolutely amazed at how easy a dental visit has 
become. Give us a call at 440-892-1810 today for a free consul-
tation. As always, our goal is to help you develop and maintain 
a healthy smile.

Unprotected sex? Pregnant?
STI? Afraid? We can help!

Free, Confidential Services
• Pregnancy Tests
• Limited Ultrasound
• Pregnancy Options Education
• Parent/Partner Support
• Post-Abortion Support
• Sexually Transmitted Infection Testing

This Center Does Not Perform or Refer For Abortion

364 Griswold Road • Elyria, OH 44035 • 877-540-5010

Mobile Unit Outreach
See the website for

dates/times/locations
www.cornerstoneanswers.org

Visit us at our Elyria
location or on the mobile!

Kids Advancing Academy admits students of any race, color, national, and ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.
We do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its

education policies, admission policies, scholarships, loan programs, athletic or any school programs.

“Where Learning & Fun are One!”

Put your child’s early development on the right track!
Step Up To Quality Rated

2150 Warren Rd. Lakewood, Ohio (near I-90) • (216) 712-7985

Now
Enrolling

 Infant & Toddler Care
 Preschool & Pre-K Kindergarten Readiness

 Before & After Care
 Summer Camp

Any time something positive can spread and truly 
make change for the better it’s something to celebrate. “The 
Arthur’s Shoe Tree SocksPLUS initiative with Community 
West Foundation has gotten a nice push from the recent 

Arthur’s Shoe Tree: 
SocksPLUS Connection  

Facebook and Villager newspaper appreciation,” reports 
proprietor Jeff Johnson.

Last week, Johnson welcomed children to the store in 
Bay Village Square with their donations. “These kids were 
just some of the few that have dropped off new socks, hats 
and coats as well as a donation to the organization,” says 
Jeff. “Well done to grandma for showing these kiddos how 
to treat others and make an impact.”

“Patrons, feel free to donate or drop off socks or gloves 
or coats throughout the year. We are an official drop lo-
cation.” Arthur’s Shoe Tree, 27235 Wolf Rd, Bay Village. 
(440) 871-2340
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Proceeds benefit cardiovascular services for the 
communities of Avon, Fairview and Lutheran hospitals.

Winners will be drawn at the Red-Tie 
Gala on Saturday, February 11, 2017.

Visit straightfromtheheartevent.org to see the entire list of 40 fabulous 
prizes and to purchase tickets to the Straight from the Heart Gala.

WIN $100,000 IN CASH, 

A MOTORCYCLE

A VACATION GETAWAY,
OR

STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART RAFFLE

This fall, all seven Westlake schools and their PTA units, School Administration,  
Transportation Department, and Westlake Early Childhood PTA joined together to make 
the largest donation to date.  Items included canned goods, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, oat-
meal, and toiletry items.  The collection netted nearly 3,800 items.

The successful assembly and delivery of donations was coordinated by Erin Baesel, 
Community Service chairperson for Westlake Council, and Rick Kemm, Executive Direc-
tor of The May Dugan Center. 

The process of unloading a school bus full of goods took over 20 volunteers, both 
adults and children, almost two hours.  The food and toiletry items will be distributed to 
over 330 families on the west side of Cleveland who qualify for assistance.  The donations 
are projected to last roughly one year.

The generosity of Westlake families and staff increases each year as the Food and 
Toiletry Drive continues to grow.  It is estimated the donation sum was close to $13,000 
in items this year alone.  The May Dugan Center and Westlake Assistance are extremely 
grateful for the contributions the Westlake Council of PTAs, its member PTA units, and 
the Westlake City School District continue to make to local families in need. 

Westlake Council of PTAs consists of 8 local PTAs organized under the authority of 
Ohio PTA for the purpose of promoting 
conference, communications, leadership 
development, and the coordination of the 
efforts of its member PTAs. 

Community Champion: Westlake Council of 
PTAs Food & Toiletry Drive Supports The May 

Dugan Center and Westlake Assistance
continued from page 1

“The mission is to em-
body the power of love that 
brings healing, peace and jus-
tice to our cities, our country 
and our world through the 
simple act of holding hands 
and standing together as one 
in intentional silence at an 
important moment in our 
history,” said Lorelei

Her effort was part of 
a Circle the City with Love 
movement  that went nation-
wide last week. 

“The mission of Circle the Cities with Love is to stand together holding hands in silent 
meditation embodying the power of LOVE that brings healing, peace, and justice to our 
cities, our country, and our world around the inauguration of the president elect and all the 
demonstrations being held throughout the week,” says their website. 

It is non-political. Participants make a pledge ‘to be substance free, nonviolent and 
nonpartisan, putting the power of LOVE that brings healing, peace, and justice into our 
cities, our country. and our world, by standing/sitting in silence for one half hour in the 
spirit of love around the inauguration of the president elect and all the demonstrations be-
ing held throughout the week.’

Learn more about it at www.circlecitywithlove.com

Circle the City With Love
continued from page 1
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 The stark reality of life as faced by Cleveland’s homeless was expressed through a dramatic showing of need at the 
Cleveland Homeless StandDown held at Public Hall on Sat., Jan. 14.
 About 1400 homeless men, women and even families converged on the Hall to avail themselves of community ser-
vices, get a hot meal, and find coats, socks, shoes and clothes. They also connected with agencies dedicated to serving 
the needs of this special population of our community that lives in need.
 “Every time I walk into Public Hall to attend the StandDown, I am overwhelmed by the need, the desperation 
and the injustice that sweeps over me like a wave,” says Peter Schindler, Senior Program Officer for Community West 
Foundation.
 As an important funding agency for many service organizations that participated in the StandDown, Schindler 
and Community West Foundation are mission-driven to support the cause of helping the homeless.
 “I am thankful that Jeff Griffiths and his crew from HandsOn Northeast Ohio and Brian Davis of NEOCH 
(Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless) continue with this yearly event – not only to keep raising awareness of 
our homeless brothers and sisters, but to give them an opportunity to receive help in so many areas.”
 The 2017 StandDown featured 43 social service providers. Guests received a breakfast, a hot meal and a bag lunch. 
There was also a special section for veterans and a lots of donated boots, 
coats and socks that were distributed. Medical groups were also on hand, 
led by Medworks and Care Alliance. There were haircuts provided and 
the Cleveland Photographic Society gave out portraits to the guests.
 “The things that we see happening at the StandDown are things we 

to advance the health and well being of our community.

Join the Mission of
Community West Foundation

Join the mission of the Community West Foundation to advance the health and well being of our community.
To learn more about the Community West Foundation call 216-476-7060 or visit www.communitywestfoundation.org.

Connect With Us

Cleveland Homeless StandDown 2017: Serving Those in Need

continued on page 7

Two men who have devoted their lives to serving the homeless and members 
of The Metanoia Project board: Jim Schlect, Outreach Worker at Care Alliance, 

and James Johnson, Program Director at Community Service Alliance.

Peter Schindler, Senior Program Officer, Community West Foundation with
Brian Davis, Executive Director, Northeast Coalition for the Homeless (NEOCH).

About 1,400 guests had access to services. Access to essential winter wear.

Complimentary hair cuts for guests. Care Alliance connects clients with services.The Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
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to advance the health and well being of our community.

Join the Mission of
Community West Foundation

continued from page 6

Winter clothing and outdoor gear.

all take for granted: getting a haircut, get-
ting a new pair of boots, having a medical 
exam, and having a meal,” said Schindler. 
“But these are things that give a homeless 
person a sense of dignity to which they are 
entitled as a human being with the spark of 
the Divine inside them.
 “We are always pleased to see so many 
of the agencies that we support come to 
this event and provide so many services for 
basic needs: Care Alliance, The Metanoia 
Project, Community Service Alliance, 
The Salvation Army, FrontLine Service 
and NEOCH. Their commitment is inspir-
ing to us all!”
 The Community West Foundation 
commitment to assisting our brothers and 
sisters in need continues all year long.
 Through the important work of the 
Community West Foundation SocksPLUS 
initiative, all are invited to contribute to 
helping with the needs of the homeless at 
any time.

Cleveland Homeless StandDown 2017: Serving Those in Need

The Metanoia Project.

 Community West Foundation guarantees that your donation 
will help with some basic necessities of this population. Community 
West Foundation has partnered with the Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless. No matter what you give, your gift makes a difference. 
 $10 can buy 10 pair of really good socks or other essentials 
through the Coalition, which also handles distribution. Donating 

to the campaign is an easy way to help people who are homeless 
throughout the year.
 Visit www.CommunityWestFoundation.org for more infor-
mation and ways to help thos in need.

Did you know socks are the most requested item by the homeless?

For SocksPlus
c/o Community West Foundation

800 Sharon Drive, Suite C
Westlake, Ohio 44145

www.communitywestfoundation.org
secure donations via PayPal

an initiative of

You can help
through

thank you for supporting sockspLus 

What the Money you raise Will Do
$10 will supply 10 pairs of Socks

$30 will supply 10 pairs of Socks pluS gloves and a hat.

$40 will supply 10 pairs of Socks pluS gloves, a hat and shoes.

$60 will supply 10 pairs of Socks pluS gloves, a hat, shoes and heavy-duty winter boots.

$100 will supply a backpack filled with 10 pairs of Socks pluS 
gloves, a hat, shoes and heavy-duty winter boots.

We launched our SockspluS  Initiative to help collect Socks pLus other essential items 
needed by the homeless. and, for thousands of cleveland’s homeless men, women

and children, socks are a gift that’s never taken for granted. In fact, they are the item most
requested by anyone living outside.

community West Foundation places the health and well being of our community 
above all else and we hope you will join our efforts to help the least among us.

We encourage you to contribute in your own way by sharing your time, support,
ideas and SocKS.
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Join the festivities at the Feast Before the Fast Fundraiser to 
be held Sunday, Feb. 12, 12 - 3 p.m. at Sts. Peter & George Church, 
25800 Hilliard Blvd. in Westlake. There will be food, fun and a raffle. 

The Mediterranean Cuisine and dessert will be provided 
by Mezza Restaurant, 28743 Center Ridge Road (Kensington 
Square Shopping Center). The menu will include Stuffed Grape 
Leaves, Gyros, Chicken Souvlaki, Kibbie, Lamb & Rice, Kafta, 
Vegetables, Salad and Desserts. 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $15 (ages 5-16), children under 5 
are free. Tickets available at Mezza Restaurant, 440-892-2220 or Sts. 
Peter & George Church, 440-250-0434. More information can be 
found on their website is www.spsg.church

The fundraiser will provide needed funds for the church’s park-
ing lot and building renovation. 

Feast Before the 
Fast Fundraiser Westlake High School Principal Timothy Freeman will 

retire on Feb. 10. Lee Burneson Middle School Principal Paul 
Wilson will immediately assume the duties of high school prin-
cipal.

Freeman, who is leaving Westlake for a new professional 
opportunity, came to Westlake as WHS principal in 2006. Prior 
to WHS, Freeman was principal at Avon Lake High School and 
Albion Middle School in Strongsville, where he also served as 
Director of Pupil Services and assistant principal at Strongsville 
High School.

“We hate to lose him, but we understand Tim has been pre-
sented with an opportunity that uniquely fits his skill set. Oppor-
tunities do not always fit within a traditional timeline. You have 
to take them when they are presented. We wish him the best,” 
Superintendent Scott Goggin said.

Timothy Freeman

Freeman, who has been a member of 
the Westlake community for more than 15 
years, said he is “blessed” to have served the 
community as WHS principal for the past 11 
years.

“I was given the opportunity to lead an 
excellent faculty and staff, and spend each 
day with many truly wonderful and talented 
students,” Freeman said. “I want to thank our 
parent community for trusting me with their 
greatest resource, and I hope that I have made 
a difference.”

Westlake High Principal Timothy Freeman to Retire 
Feb. 10 for New Professional Opportunity

440-333-5400 
thenormandy.com 

22709 Lake Road 
Rocky River, OH 44116

440-333-5401 
thenormandy.com 
22701 Lake Road 
Rocky River, OH 44116

Simplify Senior Living at The Normandy

Live effortlessly and gain the 
support you need at every stage.
The Normandy is a family 
owned and operated business 
that shares your values and 
gives you choice and indepen-
dence - a continuum of care 
you can count on. 

We empower you to make 
the most of every day at The 
Normandy Apartments with 
a rich menu of amenities, personal care plans 
and a la carte services. Choose among a range 
of spacious, modern floor plans. On the same 
campus, The Normandy Care Center offers 
skilled nursing, a fully equipped rehabilitation 
facility and dedicated memory care center.

normandy
SENIOR LIVING

the

N

continued on page 11
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WEST SHORE BLUES: THE BEST Of THE BEaTS

Need Computer Help?
Do you think 

your computer 
has a virus?

Is your computer
not running as well

as it used to?

Do you need 
help operating 
the computer?

• Virus and Spyware Removal
• Speed up a Slow Computer
• Personal Computer Tutoring
• New Hardware Installation

• Home Networking
• System Upgrades
• Troubleshooting

• And More!

I can help with all of your computer problems.
Call today! Free Estimates

440-263-7229
Spenser Tuneberg  Technical Computer Specialist • 15+ Years Experience

Night-time Bicycler Severely Injured 
in Bay

Bay Village Police report that a 
member of a night-time bicycle group 
was severely injured the evening of 
Jan. 21 at 22:45 hours (10:45 p.m.). 
Bay Police received multiple 911 calls 
of an MVA (Motor Vehicle Accident) 
involving a bicycle on West Oviatt, 
near Cahoon Road. Upon arrival, of-
ficers found about 20 people in or near the roadway. 
Several people were attending to an injured 58-year-
old Bay Village resident who was lying on her back 
in the center of the roadway. There were numerous 
bicycles strewn about the area. It was quickly deter-
mined the people were a group of bicyclists out for 
a nighttime ride. The injured female had been riding 
eastbound on West Oviatt when she lost control of 
her bicycle and fell to the pavement. Fortunately, she 
was wearing a helmet, but still briefly lost conscious-
ness. She was transported by BVFD to St. John Med-
ical Center for unspecified injuries.

Botanical Bypass Leads to Pot Bust 

Some wayward botanist shipped 
3 marijuana plants to the former 
Elyria location of a current Westlake 
Clemens Road business recently, 
along with a pleasing selection of 
pot and hydroponic farming t-shirts, 
report Westlake Police in the Jan. 20 
non-inaugural report for the weekly 
Wall of Regrets.

The package ended up being routed to the com-
pany’s Westlake facility. It had originated in Colorado 
and was received on Jan. 13. The pothead fashion 
garb and plants were turned over to the Lorain Co. 
Drug Task Force.

Mom’s Heartache
A Westlake woman is getting texts from her es-

tranged adult son’s unpaid dope dealers threatening 
harm to him if he doesn’t pony up. His response to 
her; don’t worry about it and don’t call the cops. Mom 
did not take that advice, contacting WPD on Jan. 
15.Officers are checking her home regularly, even 
though the son won’t tell mom where he is living.

Crocker Credit Cruise 

2 New Yorkers (23and 21yoa) and a Virginian 
(28yoa) were arrested on Jan. 17 in possession of 
multiple fake IDs, cloned credit cards, and the tools 

to make them. They were arrested after a Crocker 
Rd. traffic stop in which they all gave false names. All 
three were charged with Engaging in Corrupt Activity; 
additional charges such as RSP, PCT, and Obstruct-
ing Official Business will be sought when their cases 
are presented to the Grand Jury.

False Credit Card Charges Top $2K
Two charges totaling $2268 were made on a 

North Ridgeville woman’s credit card on Jan. 12. 
She had just made a legit purchase via the Internet 
from her Westlake workplace when the bogus ones 
popped up. The retailer where the illicit purchases 
were made could not provide the victim with any info 
on them.

Oops - Another addition to the wall of regret
A 36yoa West-
lake man got 
his drink on 
to excess on 
Jan. 15. He 
was trying to 
get into some-
one else’s 
Saddlebrook 
Drive  home, 
even after being told he was at the wrong place and 
to beat it.  He was arrested for DCI.

Gone with the Goods
A 19yoa Fairview Park woman and a 17yoa 

Cleveland girl fled a Crocker Park Blvd. store on Jan. 
14 after being confronted by store staff. They were 
filling bags (modified to defeat the store’s anti-theft 
system) with merchandise. Both were caught near-
by. They face charges of Attempted Petty Theft, Ob-
structing Official Business, and Possession of Crimi-
nal Tools.

Concert Caper
An unknown international devotee of singer 

Stevie Nicks bought $1100 worth of concert tickets 
via the Internet, using a Sherwood Dr. man’s credit 
card account. The victim may or may not be a fan, 
but he did not authorize the purchase; the account 
was closed after he reported the theft on Jan. 14. 
(Full disclosure: this officer saw the star perform with 
Fleetwood Mac in 1977 (Richfield) and again in 1978 
(Muny Stadium), back when a teenager of modest 
means could afford such entertainments).

Crocker Park Heist
A Crocker Rd. business was burgled sometime 

Jan. 14-16. $6500 worth of antiques and books were 
taken after an interior door was forced

Calling Dr. Phil
• A 37yoa Bay Village woman reported an un-

usual TPO violation on Jan. 17. She believes that 
her husband has closed 3 credit card accounts and a 

bank account of hers, contrary to the terms of a TPO 
that she has against him. Prosecutor to rule.

• A 23yoa Westlake woman just cannot get 
enough of WPD and RRMC. She has two  telecom-
munications harassment cases pending against her, 
plus a previous conviction for that offense in 2011. 
She contacted the same victim from the pending cas-
es again via social media on Jan. 17; a felony warrant 
has been issued for her.

Thefts
• The Double Tree hotel was defrauded of $2300 

worth of food, drink, lodgings, and amenities over the 
MLK weekend. Someone booked three rooms under 
one name; another person tried to check in, but his 
credit card was declined. He provided a fake authori-
zation number and the party was on. Meals, movies. 
room service, and bar drinks were all charged to the 
rooms; the occupants absconded before being pre-
sented with the final bill.

• A $3400 necklace is missing from a Bassett Rd. 
home since Dec. 2015. The home was being remod-
eled, but the victim holds the contractor above sus-
picion.

• $2200 was withdrawn from a Horseshoe Blvd. 
woman’s bank account on Jan. 18 and transferred to 
another bank. She is unable to locate the credit card 
associated with her account as well.

• A Clague Rd. man is out $600 after items he 
purchased on Dec. 23 via Instagram never arrived. 
As of Jan. 19, the seller was not responding to the 
victim’s inquiries either.

When Talked Turned to Action 

Talked turned into action in Westlake on Jan. 6 
when a 29 year old Lorain man and his ex-girlfriend 
(a 27 year old Parma Hts. woman) met in a Center 
Ridge Rd. parking lot ‘to talk’, report Police.

Talk soon turned to action; she slapped him and 
then repeatedly rammed the 2013 Hyundai Sonata 
he was driving with her 2011 Mazda CX9, according 
to reports. She had her 19 month old son in her car at 
the time. The child was frightened but otherwise un-
injured. Mom was not hurt. The male reported a sore 
neck but declined medical assistance. The female 
was arrested for Fel. Assault and Child Endangering. 
696-KIDS was notified of the incident.
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 Welcome Amigos!
 At Don Ramon authentic Mexican Restaurant & Cantina 
within Savannah Commons at Bradley and Detroit Roads in West-
lake, you will be treated like one of the family!
 “We named this restaurant, Don Ramon, after my father,” said 
owner Mario Magana. “We want our guests to feel like they are part 
of the family, too!”
 Since coming to the United States in 1991, Mario has taken 
pride in offering dishes and recipes that are true to the authentic 
tradition.
 “Thank you to all our customers,” said Mario. “We are very 
grateful for the support we have received from the community.”
 From lunch specials to burritos, delicious combos and Espe-
cialidades del Rancho, the phrase ‘Welcome Amigos’ rings true at 
Don Ramon Mexican Restaurant & Cantina at 30610 Detroit Road 
in Westlake.
 Check out their daily lunch specials and drink specials.
 Phone (440) 835-6935.

Serving Liquor 7 Days a Week!
Dine-In / Carryout Prepared Fresh Daily

Family Owned
& Operated

Gift Certificates
Available

www.DonRamon-GranFiestaMex.com  30610 Detroit Rd.  440-835-6935

Happy 
Hour

Monday to Friday
3 – 9 p.m.

Lime Margaritas Only

Welcome Amigos!

Any Purchase of
$50 or More

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed.
One coupon per table per party. Not valid w/any 

other offers or special of the day. Not valid on 
alcohol. Exp 3-15-17. VN

$10.00 
Off

Any Purchase of
$20 or More

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed.
One coupon per table per party. Not valid w/any 

other offers or special of the day. Not valid on 
alcohol. Exp 3-15-17. VN

$4.00 
Off

Any Purchase of
$30 or More

Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed.
One coupon per table per party. Not valid w/any 

other offers or special of the day. Not valid on 
alcohol. Exp 3-15-17. VN

$6.00 
Off

Purchase of
Any 2 Lunches
Dine In Only. Valid at all locations listed.

One coupon per table per party. Not valid w/any 
other offers or special of the day. Not valid on 

alcohol. Exp 3-15-17. VN

$3.00 
Off

Don Ramon
Mex Westlake

AdditionalParking inthe Back

Drink Specials
(excludes top shelf and homemade sangria)

Choose betweenLime & StrawberryMargarita
Monday-Friday 3-9 p.m.

Tuesday, February 14

Valentine’s Day Special

(Equal or lesser value. Dine in only. Valid at all locations listed.
One coupon per table per party. Not valid with any other offers

or special of the day. Valid only on 2/14/17)

½ OF F
Buy 1 Entrée

Get the 2nd for

“Amelia Earhart—A One Woman Show,” presented 
by Carol Starre-Kimecik, will highlight the Bay Village 
Historical Society potluck gathering on Feb. 16 at the Bay 
Village Community House.

When Earhart disappeared in 1937 during her at-
tempt to fly around the world, she was already known as 
America’s most famous female aviator. Her sense of daring 
and determination, rare for women of her time, brought 
her fame from the day she became the first woman to cross 
the Atlantic in an airplane. She was an uncommonly cou-
rageous woman who met a brilliant man who helped her 
dreams take wing.

Admission to the potluck and program are free of 
charge. Attendees with a last name beginning with A to L 
are asked to bring an appetizer or dessert for 10 to share. 
Guests with last names beginning with M to Z are asked to 
bring a side dish for 10. The historical society will provide 
the main dish of pork medallions with reduction sauce. 

Social hour begins at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 

“Amelia Earhart—A One Woman Show” 

p.m. and program at 7 p.m. 
Those who plan to attend can 
RSVP to Steve Ruscher at ste-
veruscher884@gmail.com or 
at 216-346-5645. The Bay Village Women’s Club will be holding their 

next event on Thurs., Feb. 9, 12 noon, at the Bay Village 
Library, 502 Cahoon Rd. in Bay Village.

Younger generations are not buying traditional an-
tiques. Veteran antiques dealer Karen Vagarosoto of the 
Blue Barn in N. Ridgeville will describe what is selling and 
what is not. She will also talk about the trends in the busi-
ness (upcycle, repurpose, chalking, etc.) and the future for 
selling your antiques. 

This meeting also includes a free, light lunch as they 
honor the Club’s past presidents over their 100 year his-
tory. 

This event is free and open to the public. For more in-
formation, please see www.BayWomensClub.org. or call 
440-334-7539

The Bay Village Women’s Club will host an Antique 
Show and Vintage Toy Display on Sat. Feb. 25 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sun. Feb 26 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. at the  Bay Village 
High School, 29230 Wolf Road in Bay Village

Shop for antiques and mid century through 1970’s, 
with vintage jewelry, toys, military, household and much 
more. Prices range from a few dollars to high end like Cow-
an pottery. 

Buy real wood furniture, including painted, distressed, 
repurposed. Find the “funky” for your home, rec room and 
garden. View the vintage toy display. 

Free appraisals for jewelry will be held Sat. 1-3 p.m., 
and antiques will be held Sun. 1-3 p.m. $5 donation funds 
Bay High Scholarships. Children under age 12 Free. Visit 
www.BayWomensClub.org or call 440-334-7539. Dealer 
spaces available.

What Do We Do With Our 
Antiques Now?

Antiques Show and 
Vintage Toy Display

Cremation or Burial $935
216-221-3380

malloymemorial.com

ClevePros
IT WORKS!

Call 440-305-6222$15 Ads!
IT WORKS!

Call 440-899-9277
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32900 Detroit Rd, Avon, OH 44011 | 440-937-6201 | www.AvonPlaceCare.com

Making a Difference…One Resident at a Time

For more information, please contact:
Jamie McGinty, Hospital Liaison at 216-570-0460

Lee Mahar, Hospital Liaison at 440-935-1800

 Accepting Medicare
 and Medicaid - Most
 Insurances accepted
 as well

 Focusing on Alzheimer
 and Dementia Memory
 Care in a secured and
 safe environment

 New 30 bed unit,
 completely remodeled,
 featuring private suites

 Featuring Rhythm of
 the Day Montessori
 programming with
 planned activities and
 patient engagement

 Certified Director in
 Alzheimer/Dementia
 care and Recreational
 Therapy

 Reserve your suite
 today!! Call or stop
 in for a tour!

Specialized Memory Care Unit
NOW OPEN

The Herb Guild Garden Club will hold its first meeting of the year on Feb. 8,  at the Westlake Porter 
Public Library. The meeting portion will begin at 10 a.m., which will be the club’s annual planning meet-
ing. In place of the usual luncheon, everyone is asked to bring a brown bag lunch to the February meeting. 
Desserts and beverages are provided. 

After the lunch, there will be a hands-on “Herbal Workshop”. Everyone will get to take home an item 
from the workshop. There will also be a “melt & pour” herbal soap demonstration, if time permits. 

Non-members are asked to contribute $5 for the workshop. This is a good meeting for anyone inter-
ested in joining the Herb Guild to come and see what they are all about.

The Herb Guild is a local organization and meets on the second Wednesday of the month at West-
lake’s Porter Public Library in Westlake, 27333 Center Ridge Road in the Porter Room. New members and 
guests are always welcome. 

For further information on the upcoming meeting, call 440-582-0191 or visit their website theherb-
guild.org. You can also find them on Facebook under The Herb Guild.

Herb Guild Garden Club

Avon-on-the-Lake Garden Club’s, member of National 
Garden Club, will hold its first meeting for 2017  on Wed., 
Feb. 1, in Avon Lake Public Library’s Gallery, 32649 Elec-
tric Blvd. in Avon Lake at 12 Noon.  

Members Beth Murphy and Jennifer Fenderbosch, 
registered speakers with Crown Bee speakers bureau,  will 
present the National Garden Club’s 2015-2017 Presidential 
Project Bee GAP program. This program increases the use 
of gentle native solitary Mason and Leafculler bees to im-
prove pollination. 

Discover how you can attract and harvest bees in your 
garden with a bee house through the National Garden 
Club’s Crown Bee program. Be prepared for an interactive 
afternoon. For more information call 440-933-0893.

Avon-on-the-Lake 
Garden Club

Freeman thanked his family for being partners in the 
lifestyle that goes with the role of a high school principal and 
making “Westlake High School such a big part of our family’s 
life.”

“I have always thought of it as more than a job and had 
the privilege of being the high school principal for all three 
of my own children – watching them grow and learn that 
community and family are to be valued,” Freeman said. “I 
will miss you very much, but will always remain a Westlake 
Demon at heart.”

Wilson was hired as WHS assistant principal in 2006 – a 
role he served in until he was named LBMS principal in 2010. 
Under Wilson’s leadership, LBMS earned the William M. 
Jones/Harvard Business School Club of Northeastern Ohio’s 
Excellence in School Leadership and Management Award. 
He presented at the State of Ohio Middle School Conference 
2012-2014. Last year he was the recipient of the Ohio PTA 
Outstanding District Educator award.

Goggin said Wilson’s familiarity with the district and, 
specifically the high school, make him an ideal fit for the high 
school position.

LBMS Assistant Principal Elizabeth Dagostino will fill in 
as interim middle school principal for the remainder of this 
school year as a search for Wilson’s replacement begins. The 
district also will name an interim assistant principal at the 
middle school for this school year.

continued from page 8

Westlake High Principal Timothy 
Freeman to Retire
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Find Local Professionals
in Cleveland, Ohio

440-305-6222
info@ClevelandPros.net

REMODELINGGUTTERS

Seamless Gutters
Residential & Commercial
Leaf Protection Available

Call John Monde
216-906-1448

Transmission
Tune-up

$99.95Starting
at

LaGranGe - (440) 355-6500
eLyria - (440) 322-2010

eaStLake - (440) 953-3771

$15 Ads!
IT WORKS!

Call 440-899-9277

PAINTING

TRANSMISSIONS

ClevePros
IT WORKS!

Call 440-305-6222

Handyman / Lawn

Sir Fix-A-Lot
Odd Jobs - Handy Man

& Lawn Care - Yard 
Snow Blowing

440-871-9188

QUINN INSTALLATIONS
Siding • Windows • Doors

• Roofing • Gutters • Covers
John Quinn • Owner/Operator

440-835-2452
cell 440-897-8620

INSTALLATIONS

GARAGES

2 CAR GARAGE
$6,299.

Custom Built • Free Estimates
1-800-228-1329

One Day GaraGe
www.OneDayGaraGe.cOm

MASONRY
Specializing in

Brick Masonry/Brick Steps
Installation - Tuck Pointing

Repair & Restoration
-Insured -

440-899-9067
440-653-0048

MASONRY

PLUMBINGHANDYMAN

Your Personal
Handyman

Mark Stevenson
440-864-7651

33 Years experience
GeNerAL HOme repAIr &

remOdeLING

HEALTH CARE

CEMENT

KOMPAN CEMENT INC.
Driveways - Patios - Garage Floors - Footers - 

Skidloaders - Foundations - Tearouts
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

• Free Estimates •
BOB KOMPAN - OWNER

www.kompancement.com

440-327-1045

CLEANING TREE SERVICE

COMPUTER

WIEMELS-HIROS
PLUMBING CO.

Serving Western Cuyahoga County Since 1940
HOME REPAIR SPECIALISTS
Plumbing • Sewer • Water • Gas

Lic.# 19482 • Lic# 26607
16419 Lorain Ave., Cleveland
216-251-3283

Short-Stay Services • Long-Term Care 
Services • Dementia Care Services

27601 Westchester Pkwy - Westlake, OH
440-871-5900

Call for more information or 
stop by for a tour!

ROOFING ETC.

MAID TO 
ORDER

440-835-5036
25+ Years • Offices • Homes

Helping Homeowners Since 1998

Roofing Siding Windows
Gutters

12 MONTHS

SAME

AS CASH!www.disilvestroroofing.com

(440) 899-0242

Interior Painting

440-263-2377
Free Quotes

On Time Every Time
Walls, Ceilings, Doors Trim

Jeff Spinelli
Tree Service & Stump Grinding

440-892-5162    440-225-6467
Serving Westshore Area for 23 Years

• Aerial Truck Service
• Removals
• Shrub Removal & Pruning

• Pruning
• Crane Service
• Snowplowing

Kitchens, 
Baths, 

Additions, 
Sunrooms,

Porches, 
Repairs

440-365-0303
www.DonJasonRemodeling.com

Turning Clients
into Family
Since 2002

www.OhioFamilyRealty.com
440-731-8070

Real Estate Transfers
Avon

Buyer Address Price
Mathew Ashly 38444 Foxglen Ave 285,000
Griffiths Angela Griffiths Kenneth 2216 Garden Dr 212,000
Volpi Richard 39004 Camelot Way 267,000
Scully John 4619 Bellerive Ct 295,180
Stachnik Edward 2215 Garden Dr 211,000

Avon LAke
Buyer Address Price
Shoreham Management LLC Electric Blvd 1,434,000
Ward Dennis Ward Megan 32682 Albion Dr 552,631
Ward Dennis Ward Megan 32682 Albion Dr 552,631
Roof Douglas 551 Masters Ln 465,000
Manchin Katie Manchin Rocky 638 Treeside Ln 465,000

north ridgeviLLe
Buyer Address Price
Curry Brandon Curry Jamie 8801 Bauer Cir 266,900
Murphy Gerald Murphy Jessica 6748 High Perch Dr 236,695
Smith Jonathan 38375 Noah Ln 234,000
Nerva Lester 32747 Deerspring Ct 242,000
Vasey Jean Vasey Michael 6556 Majestic Dr 292,500

BAy viLLAge
Address Price Buyer seller
00447 Walmar Dr 254,000 Novak, David M. Gadd, Brian C. &Patricia D.
00424 Hurst Dr 285,000 Estridge Jr, Robert Salim, Amy E.
30605 Winsor Dr 395,000 Dunlavy, Michael & Dunlavy, Kristin Weaver, Theresa M.
28923 Northfield Rd 280,000 Dunlavy, Courtney Hruska, Greg J.
00327 Kenilworth Rd 255,500 Lisk, Michael & Morgan Beth Miller, Brian K. & Lisa L.

rocky river
Address Price Buyer seller
W 210 St 925,000 Beachcliff Executive Centre Abc Cr Wagar, Llc
20880 Endsley Ave 365,000 Berry-Tripp Court D & Rebecca J. Mealy Charles W & Carol L
01900 Wooster Rd 325,000 Blind Dog Properties Llc Samaroo, Shrimati
18990 Rockcliff Rd 340,000 Rich, Ann M. Trs. Tricoli, Jeffrey & Maria
01035 Brook Ln 337,500 Smiley, Brett Druski Capital, Llc

WestLAke
Address Price Buyer seller
23436 Horseshoe Blvd 349,900 Schenk Jeffrey Alan & Patricia Lee Fredecker, David, Trustee
23270 Maybelle Dr 342,000 Bishko, Adam Jeremy Mcchrystal, Michael M. & Deborah
2224 Fallen Oaks Dr 21 405,000 Mazzone, Joseph V. Shepard, Lee S.
3705 Greenbriar Cir 405,000 Wyman Trevor F Ripich, Robert J. & Valerie S.
27042 Courtland Meadows 580,000 Davis Paul W. Savarino, Lynette

Complete Real Estate Transactions Available at www.TheVillagerNewspaper.com
We believe that real estate is so much more than simply selling houses. It’s about homes, families, memories from 

the past and dreams of the future. At Ohio Family Realty we embrace business practices that put families first.

Become a part of our family today.

This January, I was honored to be sworn into the Ohio House of 
Representatives to serve as your state representative. I have a strong 
passion for public service, and I’m looking forward to taking my com-
mitment to Columbus to ensure your voice is heard at the Statehouse. 
Please let me take a moment to introduce myself and share my goals 
with you.

I have a varied background with experience at the local govern-
ment level and in the private sector. When I lived in Sandy Springs, 
Georgia, I was a member of its inaugural city council. From helping 
the city establish its fire and police departments to expanding its parks 
program, I was involved with an array of different issues, many that 

Guest Column from State Representative Greenspan
Helping Your Voice Be Heard at the Ohio Statehouse

were specific to that region.
 Most recently, I served two terms on the Cuyahoga 

County Council. I was the chairman of the county’s Fi-
nance and Budgeting Committee and was instrumental in 
directing the adoption of a $3 billion biennial budget, the 
largest county operating budget in Ohio. I’m looking for-
ward to utilizing this specialized expertise when consider-
ing the upcoming state biennial budget.

 As your state representative, I intend to focus on con-
tinuing to strengthen our economy and to draw attention to 
policies and practices that address and combat the drug and 
opioid addiction challenges facing our families, communi-
ties, and state.  As the state continues to foster an environ-
ment that strengthens job creation, we must stay focused 
on the components that improve our overall economic 
opportunities.  These components include infrastructure, 
transportation, education, workforce development, energy 
and utilities, access to capital, public safety, agriculture, and 
water quality. Our strength must be rooted in the belief that 
our advancements are not made because one or more of 
these components, but to an “all of the above” strategy. 

 The primary deterrent that risks Ohio’s continued and 
future economic development efforts is the drug and ad-
diction issues facing our state and nation.  If Ohio doesn’t 
firmly address this challenge, then the advances we have 
made as a state will mean little if the job creators cannot 
find the employee base needed to perform the available 
jobs. Ohio has made significant strides in preparing its 
workforce to meet job opportunities and in developing a 
competent workforce.  The challenge that Ohio and most 
of the nation face is maintaining a qualified workforce—
one that can pass drug tests.  We are not alone and this is 
clearly a challenge, one I feel confident that we can address.  
We must take a leadership role in improving our qualified 
workforce initiatives so we can continue to become an em-
ployment destination for employers nationally and glob-
ally.

I’m privileged to represent the 16th Ohio House Dis-
trict at the Statehouse for the next two years. It is my over-
all goal to be your voice in Columbus—to share your con-
cerns, find solutions to issues involving Cuyahoga County 
and the rest of the state, and to vote for legislation that 
seeks to benefit Ohioans.

State Representative Greenspan being sworn in by Justice Terrence O’Donnell.


